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religlus one. Sad t0 say axnong nmany of
the best singers; J recent times, faith in
D)ivine revelation bias been partly lost and
its place bias been usurped by a ncw reve-
lation-so nanied by ils devotees-- -whicli
%vis to proceed flot fron-i above, but froni
nian's own yearning beart and tîeming
brain. Liberty and science were niade
gods, and with their triumnpli it w~as confi-
dently boped tbe inilleniuni of a perfect
huian existence would be reacbed. Vain
hiope doomied to bitter dissapoinînent!
Science instead of overpowering, religion
lias been made the band-niaid thereof, by
the genius of such nien as Cuvier and
Pasteur. H-uman liberty bas triuipbced
ivierever civilization reigns, but the world,
except w'vben looked upon by tbe ligb lt sbed
froi Calvary's Hill1 is still a dreary, disma.-l
place. And anytbing of value produced
l)y tbe poeîs of tbis later scbool, is due
not t0 the intrinsic wortb ot ibieir principles
but1 to the influence exercised over theni
1)y cbristianity. l'hosz, %vbo hike Swin-
burne, persistently resisi Ibis influence and
openly profess atheisin, b»bil in ilheory and
practice, give utterance to notbin- %wortby
of the nine of poetry.

,Nr. Swvinbutrne('s literary career, is p)er-
ha1îs thc strongest ar<'uinent thant could be
adduced in supîport of tbe proposition we
-ire attenipting 10 prove. 1-l is first draina,
thle '< Atalanta,13 which appearcd in i 365,
%Von for imii the approval and commnenda-
lion of the niost cîninent. critics of tbe day.
'Jhe p)over of imagination tberein dis-
plaved, surpassed Oint of any wvriter sînce
tlie days of Shelley, and tbis, in addition
Io bis skill iu delineatiig bun-an character
hid fair to inalc of imi one of the grea test
'poeîs in the whole history of E nglisi' litera-
turc. \iMuch was expected of hini, butbe bias
sadly dissapointed bis carly adniiirers. le
is not wvanting in poetical power, but lie
licks the inspiration tlbat springs fron)

noble ideas. As bis imiagination cannot
soar up tbe supernatural and the infinite,
it is deprived of tbe grand imagery -whicb
their contemiplation affo.îds. His pictures
of hutin life therefore, are Nvanting in
breadtb and dcptb and are botînd up in
tbe shallo'vs of otîr natural existence, and
the fact that they are garnisbed with
v'irbulent arnti-christian inventions and base
platittudes, to îlease certain palates, bias
eszranged froni hii stili more, tbe
thonghtful portion of the E-Inglisb re-iding
ptublie. As a resuIl of bis shallow
pri uciples, Mr. Swin burne's later works
are cbaracterized by that wordiness and
di fftsiveness wh icb is ever found wherî lofty,
noble ideas are w'antinu. However bie
bias lived long enougb to learn that he
who seeks pleasure solely as an end finds
nough- but biîterness and woe. This
dearly bouglit knowledge bias assigned to
Iilmi a place by the side of B}ron, D)e
Musiet and tbe other disciples of tle
«I>o-Žîry of I espiir," wh'o rail at the Nvorld,
at life, ait everything, t1ie good and the
bad alikec. 1Nr. Swinburne bias been
logical in bis writings and bias followed
out bis principles to their sad con-
sequ ences.

For the gyreat poct then, the ideas of
the trac, tbc gioud and the beatitiful, and
tbeir living synithesis tbe ivine, are not

ipty abstractions b)ut take possession of
bis inmd witb an ever increasing fuh:;ess
and engender a lofty elevation of bis
feelings. Ile realixes tînt t'ti truc. tbe
g-oodand the b)eiuitifnil, are but revealations
of flie l)ivine. I-e corîtemiplates tbe
,grand vistas of speculative and scientific
truth, the lofty conquests of tbe buiian
will, t11e beroic ex.imple of perfcct lives,
and sucb contemiplation is the source of
bisinirto.
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