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]RCSOIlv ils priuîtat gdc!% s 1o4t to siglit
No inlortal tli,.n udivinîe' il,- aîiciemît ilglit.

N'oiîie Ilars4 a sitnuritir tif il, aneivîît loir.

'l'lie grandfe'st lifi is thet ltwl (if leu.ds
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OIZIGINAILITY.

Ilie quenchless tîtirst for clîaîge, whicli is at *ice
the iaw~ of iaîî's being aitd the sertof his progrress,
lias reacted up1olt literaturs: iii xîavriads of wouuderfi
wavs. The orthodox test of literai-y greatiîess ks nii-
questioîîably orý,in<zii,-itself but tie expressioli of
titis pilîttai hendle.

'lO jtstifv, this i-ale, St> Iolig and firll establhsled,
iiglut %vell he consitie: ed îînîeccssary. Nevertlîeless
il is %vell tu contsister- its actual scolie axai bearing, anda
mai-k off its deliiniitations.

lU-ideuiab-I)I lyitc besb mtental discipline, tlIe Iiiesh
culture, is 10 ]le ohtailned oiily k-y the study of the
wvorks cf the morld's iitast(er-uindsl-, the leaders or te
humniia race, whvlo differ fronti hteir Itunîibler bretlireuî Ii
Ui tîat-iedîs andi initeniîm- of lieur thougluts ai
fcelinîgs. Stuidenitsofliteratuire, owcve:rtonofîcit fiîtd
thiat rioosapiainna ytpbitc el itav
fali short of a pei fect ability 10 appreciate a great wvork,.
Again, tlie study of classics, aticiexît anîd mtodern;, inay
have the opposite effect, atic cenider a wltolesoiite
eitlusiasuî for a better kioielge of tîtesc pricuess
treasures.

'lie wisi to origlixale is tie legitiaiate otitcoîîîe of
tItis senîtimîentt. Ilciace follows; te itaraelous literary
activitY attcidiîtg ilu lie wakie of -I mai of genius or of
a schooi Of Originial blîlkers. Tlie inipaîlse otîcegiveni,
tie exanî;ple Once sel. alid a1 îtîovtenîeuîh eîities wlîicli
îuay bc of Ahort or long dairation, îniay faîl of its own
,wcakues-Is or of its otvigla or he -ibsorl)(r(u inte
ovcrîitsterîng influix of iiewur su-steins.

NW-e are îtuosb of uis disciple.; of :nnorpolies,
Our art, cerî Our religion ail shio% il, for ecd lias ils
lierocs. Ilîcir wvorks arc the giory aîtd te despair of
their adînirers. 'ro surpass the imaster is a task tiot to
bx thouglît of; tu qul Iinu i hardly less uuîattaiiiable
Buh hine brings chainge ; flie trout of the old becoiles
but time hiaîf truth of bbe ilem; auîd oid and îiewv are
fused iii a larger synbbesks ii bte iinid of ti.e gi-cal
thiinker.

Orighuiality therefore, if lb ks ho be reîaiiied as a legi-
titmate criteriola of iittrary work, ilust bc minderstood
uiot as a breakiîig with past ideas, but as a later aud
higlier growth froxu thextu and out of tbhen,-a, recast-

iiig ndf reinforiuig of oid tlîiaîgs- throtigh More en-
liglîtenled ntletltuds, ils the clearer liglit of a lialler day.

L.et our youung atuthors reinur this, and not des-
pond b)ccau,ýe itiost of their good thiiaags wcre said before
thev %vere borul. ltiey tle(Itaselvtes couild ixot bc what
tihev are if it. liail w'î lîcen for the toils and struggles

ofthusads uw iushd ii etrualrepse.If tlie" eti-
pir o hi dad ~ r tteliving iincreases froingenera-

tiosi tu genieraitiot," as Auguste Comte says, it is
c:qtally truc thiat tlic icbt of tlit present to the past
ilncreases iii the sansie ratio>.

It is quite truc that au advanu uipons existing ideas
lias becu sigitalizcl sointînies Iby mten %vlio broke loose
Çr-oiii received sy.,tnis, ani b)oldly annioui tced new thleo-
ries. But huiauity lias a-, yet faiied to produce one
w.01 did tiot owve iiiiucli to Ilus predccessors in ftie world
of tiouglit. Th iiinost durable fille is Iliat of tie geai-
itus who sep)arates the dross froin the gold ilu tic old
systeis, anîd arravs it ;îfresli iii the spleitdors of lais
ovi muieditatioîî ani senitimnent, unitil hvy its aid aîid
througlh the nuoble stimîulus ivitliiu Ilm, lie reaches
furtiier lîcighits ani greater (Itls.

Aristotie. Shiakespeare, Goethie.--is lot. titis truc iîi an
ciiiinît ciegre of each of thiese ? E'aclh one of theni
,%vis a miani îiaîy tiuiies over, who lîad passed iii iini-

sefthroughi a tlhoti-.icl existenices, by ideîitifying hini-
sel wih titObjeets ofbsstudy and putting hliefn

faras iîav l>e iii tonu ivitia tic cotiîtless influences at
wvork tlîrougliout the %vnrldl.

Absolnte originility iiiiist ever reniain impossible
for mxortal mîais. Hie is lîcclged in aîîd aroind by iii-
-uperabie limitations :bis fiitite intelligence relies upoti
a înlouidimg etîviroînîtient for thant fuiliie:is-of life whvlichi is
its eternai quest, and is itself tie product of an cvolii-
tion whicli we eau oilv couictive i il iuîcthod and îlot iîî
detail, as the supreilie fact aîîxong phiionlienla.

Alîotlîer coîîsideratioiî of value is he usefuless Of
every muaxi wlîIO does alyîiig towards he commons
camse of eîuligluîeunieuxt. WVheîlîer lie bc philosopher,
scieîîîist, poet or îîoveiist, if lie lîclps nîcui to a better
uîîdeurstaiidiiîg of the value of life and effort, lie is en-
titied to esteexui and respect. Evun tiiose wlxose hm-
1>1er task is olily to aiuseami beguile care are valuable
iii the unuiversai ccouuonxy.

lime îmoral of ail buis e-au bc suuîuneiid U) iii a1 Word
work aîîd dlespair tiot. The tiiodest aîîd lîonest worker
inay live and die obscure, but >snch a flube i iîîfinihely
I)referaiie to a selfflh amid setusual liîu. Iîudlu4ry and
atspirationis are ilways titir owîî revird, andc iiiust ever
]le tlue hwin liglits b)y whicli lixauu caîx best approaeh the
-reat Origiîiaiity par ex<cu&nc-tlîe ii formi coîmplexity
<)f nature.

P. C. P.-

SPORTING COLUMNI'\S.
Oit Saturday cveniuîg, Decemiber î6th, a mîeeting of

the Camiadiax Rugby Football Union wvas lield in
Troronto.

Nioîttreal aîîd Britaiiiia Football clubs wvcre repre-
sented by -Messr-s. E. D. Black aîtd A. Caîîteroui respec-
tively. R. B3. Heuîdersoti, a former captain of the
Unîiversity teani, put lin " the good word" for McGiUl.


