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FARMER’S

MANUAL.

grow under flax after the fibrous parts have been
thoroughly separated and the carth remains fresh
and loose,—Old trees, treated in the sume manuner
when languishing in an orchard, will recover
and push out vigorous shoots. In place of flax
stalks, the leaves which fall from trees in autumm
may be substituted; but these must be covered
with waste twigs, or other more weighty materials
to prevent the wind from blowing thew wyay.

Mr. Macdonald, of Scalps, in the Ifebrides, hav-
ing had his corn, &ec. considerably injured by
mice, put at the top of each stack or mow as it
was raised, a handlul of sprigs of wild unnt, ga-
thered near a brook in a neighbouring field; he
never afterwards had his grain consumed. e
tricd the same cxperiment with his cheese, and
other articles kept in his dairy, viz.,, by laying a
few leaves green or dry on the articles to be pre-
gerved from their attacks, and with cqual success.

To prevent hares, rabbits, and rats from barking
young trees and plantations, take any quantity’of
tar, and six or seven times as much grease, stirr-
ing and mixing them well together; with this
composition brush the young trees, ashigh as hares
&c. can reach. This will so effectually prevent
them from being barked, that if an ash plantation
were made in a rabbit warren, the same would
remnain untouchcd.— Gardencrs® Guzctlc.

Serixe Sowine axp Pravvixe.—The month
of May sbould afford the farmers ample opportunity
to finish the spring sowing and planting. Barly
sowing and planting, provided the soil is in a suit-
able state to receive the sced, will generally be
found the most profitable. In Lastern Canada, far-
mers have been in the habit for the last few years

+ to put off sowing wheat to the latter end of May,

in order that it should not come into ear before the
middie orlatter end of July, when the danger of the
wheat-fly would be nearly over, as they scldom
continue in the fields after the 15th or 21st of July.
The risk, however, of sowing wheat so late is con-
siderable, as it will be subject to rust and millew,
that are nearly as fatal to the crop if attacked by
these diseases when in a green state as it would
be by the ravages of the fly. In favorable years,
such as last year, late sown wheat way succeed,
but it is a practice we cannot take upon us to reco-
mend, as the uncertainty .attending it is too great
to be incurred, unless upon a sunll scale by way of
experiment.

Peas, oats, barley and potatoes should all be in
the ground_this month, as well as carrets, parsnips,
and any other green crop, except turnips. Indeed
carrots and parsnips should have been sown in
April, where the land is suitable.—We have al-
waysrecommended farmers not to sell their wood-
ashes, as it will be found'one of the best manures
upon the farm, particularly for turnips, whensown,
or as a top-dressing on meadows, or mixed ina
compost heap. :

We would suggest the propriety of mizing some
fresh lime with patatees immediately after they are
cut for seed, and allow it to dry upon the cut part
previous to planting. We would also recommend
planting and covering in the morning, or when
the day ig not too hot. It is a bad plan toleive
the cut seed for any length of time exposed unco-
vered in the drills, to a hot sun. The seed should
be covered the moment they are planted.

T DEesTrRov InsecTs oy Vines.—Soft soap. two
pounds ; flour of brimstone, two pound ; powdered tobac-
<o. twopounds. Boil for half an hour in 6 gallens of
water.  Apply luke-warm.

SMUT.

Various opinions are entertained regarding this:
discuse, so coimmnon to the wheat crop. ~ Some sup-
pose it torbe a fungous production; others that it
1s the work of an insect; and others, that it is pro-
pagated by inoculation, in a similar manner that
infectious discases are communicatled to the ani-
mal creation ; but the real nature, origin and habits
of the disorder has hitherto eluded the researches
of the most scientific inquirers of all nations ; and .
theretore it would be presumptuous in us 1o be
positive upon a matter in which there appears so
much inystery involved. On one point, however,
we feel certain, namely, that the remedy is most
casy, and if it were generally adopted, a single
suiut-ball would not be raised where there are
bushels grown under the old slovenly way of pre-
paring the seed. In every neighbourhood there
are more or less careful farmers, who seldom, if
ever, have their wheat crops infected with this dis-
casc; from such farmers seed should be procured,
and independent of its being good and free from
disease, 1t should be steeped in a solution of stale
urine and water, or a brine made of salt and water,
sufficiently strong to buy up an egg. The liquid
in the tub should be a few inches higher than the
grain, so as to allow it to be stirred, in order to
bring all the light grains to the surface, from
whence they are to beskimmed off so long as they
continue to rise. If baskets with handles were
used to iamerse the wheat in the tubs, it could be
conveniently taken out and drained. The seed
should be left in the steep about two hours, after
which it should be drained, and spread thinly on
the fleor of the granary, which should be well
sprinkled with sifted quick lime, fresh from the
kiln, and which had been recently slaked witha
oniall pertion of tho liquui.  AULULUL hulf u PpECcK vr
lime is sufficient for a bushel of wheat, and it
should be carefully mised in order that every
grain may be completely coated. It may some-
times happen that seed entirely free from smut
cannot be procured, but when instances of this
kind occur, a solution of one puund of blue vitriol
to eight quarts of water should be applied when
quite hot, to three bushels of good wheat, and the
whole should be frequently stirred and dried with
lime. Sulphate of copper, in the proportion of
five pounds to three bushels of wheat is frequently
uscd with good success; it should be dissolved in -
a sufficient quantity of water to cover the seed.
After being repeatedly stirred and cleared of light
grains, it should be suffered to remain in the liquid
about four hours and then dried in lime, as men-
tioned above,

Various other preparations of vitriol, nitre, sul-
phar, arsenic, &c., may be used with a probable
certainty of success; but instead of trying need-
less preparations, it would be decidedly better to
procure seed free from the disease, and steep it in
stale urine or brine, and apply lime as previously
directed. ~

By carefully preparing the seed, and by prac-
ticing almost absolute cleanliness in the operation,
the disease of smut, so detrimental to the farmer’s
profits, may be wholly. avoided.

SarT For Prum TrREEs.—Mr. Benjamin Jacobs
of Dorchester, had a small plum tree which never
bore more than half a dozen plums that came to
maturity ; seeing salt recommended as .4 remedy,
in an article from the Cultivator, he applied two
quarts the first of March, ina space about two feet
wide around the tree, and dug inta the ground a
little ; the congpquence has been & fine lot of-fruit.
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