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frozen on the trees, and the potatoes have also been
injured. It is rather a strange sight to see the tops of
carrots and turnips just above the smow. and that,
too, in the month ot October! The extent of the
damage which bas been done to the crops above men-
tioned, has not yet been definitely ascertaived, but it
must amount to considerable; the farmers are, how-
ever, well pleased in general with their principal pro-
ductions, and will probably not make very wry faces
over what they have now suffered. ' Are we not
going to have any good weatber at all this fali?” is s
common query in the West. It really looks as if we
were not The weather-wise say the new moon will
make a change, but judging by appearances, there
appear every sign that winter is close at hand, and
that the sooner we get out our furs and mufilers the
better. The fact that the remarkable character of the
weather I8 not confined to Cansda, but that even
citles 8o far south as 8t. Louis, have been visited with
snow, seems to support those who predict an early and
severe winter. But who can tell? It would only be
in keeping with the whole ot 1869 since the 1st of
January, if after giving us s taste of winter in
Ooctober, it turned round and gave us our Indian sum-
mer in November and December! This would be
strange, but not more so than we have alresdy ex-
perienced, for it has been pretty much as an old man
aocounted to us for the phenomena we have been de-
soribing, the other day. He aeclared that dyring 1869
the summer and winter weather had got mixed up
together, and when it was winter, we got a glimpse ot
summer, and when summer, a touch of winter. We
bardly think this will account for the remarkable
oharaoter of the year, the phenomena of which affords
an interesting field for scientific investigation.

NOT QUITE 80 BAD 48 IT SEEMED.
HEN the official statement of the Revenue and
Expenditure of the Dominion, for the month
of July last, was publisbed, shewing an income very
much Jegs thap the out-go. occarion was immediately
taken by newspapers published in the United States,
to belittle the ability of our financiers, and to injure
if possible the credit of our Government. Contrast
was made between the healthy condition and able
management of United States finances on the one
hand, and tbe sickly atate and weak mismanagement
of Canadian finances on the other hand. We pointed
out at the time. the gross error into which iznorance
had led the authors of such ¢tatements, but we are
not aware that their enlightenment has even led to a
candid acknowledgment ot their mi-take. We do
not fiud them cqually rapid to give publicity to the
subsequent monthly stateraents ot Revenue and Ex-
penditure of the Dominion, all of which show a large
surplus of income over expenditure, the gain being
sufficient in tbe three months ending October 3lst.
pot merely to provide for the deficiency in July, but
to leave to the good a surplus of not Jess than £447,694
as will be ceen by reference to the statement which
we give to-day.

We do not pretend to say that at the end of the
present fiscal year, there will be a surplus of three
times the amount which appears on the first third of
that year; but we have quite 88 much right, and
rather more, to as-ume that such will be the case, as
bad those who assumed that the returns for ome
month might be taken as an index to the result for
the whole ycar Ote paper that we are aware of,
published in Ontario, inserted without contradiction,
and even in a sort of approving way, an article from
& New York journal most depreciatory of Dominion
financea. Will that paper now have the honesty to
put its readers in possession of the simple facts of the
case acknowledging at the same time the fault, to
use a very mild term, it cormmitted in publishing with-
out contradiction that which it knew—if we are not
greatly mistaken—to be utterly faise.

We do no! claim any wonderful gkill in inanciering
for either of the mep who have recently filled the office
of Finance Minister; but we do claim that they have
pertormed their duties with fair ability, and we
believe honestly, and they have been so aided by the
natural and rapid growth ot the trade and resources
of the couniry, that they have rucceeded in making
both ends meet, with even a small eurplus over

For the future, there will be plain sailing, provided
only, in'ere t on capital expenditure, thatis on money
sunk in improvements, be kept. down to the ability of
the country to pay, without the necessity of resort to
inoreased taxatior. Wae can, under the present scale
o1 duties acd internal revenue taxes, obtain an in-

come sufficient to pay the cost of carrying on the
Government and olso the in erest on the pablic debt
But we are about to conriderably increaee that debt,
and it will be necessary that the revenue be increased
also, 80 as to provide interest aund a sinking fund for
the ultimate extinction ot that debt.

If the mode in which money is being spent for pub-
lic improvements be of a character, either to directly
yield a reveuue equivalent to the interest on their
cost, or to Fo stimulate settiement of wild lands and
cause increased production, there is mo danger of
going too far; there is more likelihood that timid
statesmanghbip will balt behind, and tearing to too
g reatly increaee the public liabilities, will fail to ee-
cure the rate of pregress that otherwise might be
attained. But great care nevertheiess must be used
in distinguishing Lietween public works fuch as those
just mentioned, end public works from which no
direct re‘urns will be received by Goverument, and
from which the benefit to the country will not be of a
nature to repay in auy way the mouey expended
upou them

THE RECIPROCITY TREATY.
(X LOBBY interested in renewing the Recipro-

A city Treaty with Canada, hus been estab-
lished in Waghington, end the tariff men have be-
come alarmed. Judge Kelly of Pennsylvania, visited
the President yesterdsy, on behalt of the tariff men,
and demonstrated by Lix stulietics that a renewal of
the treaty would be equal 1o payiug the Canadians
$2,000,000 bonus to keep out of the Union.”

The above was telegrapbed from Washington last
Saturday, and was duly published in Canada and
throughout the differeut States, on Monday morning.
We are not astovi<heo to learn that some of the many
friends of Reciprucity in the United States, are taking
steps to bring the subject before Congress. The fact
is, many interests acrcss the lines are suffering from
the duties imposed, und in addition to those persvns
who are thus influenced, many are being converted
by the Free Trade League to sounder principles of
political economy This movement in favour of a new
treaty, is wholly an American one. We are glad of
this! Anpy efforir made by our Government in that
direction would be misunderstood and only injure
the object hud in view. Kven as itis, it will be seen
by the above paragraph. that the tariff monopolists
bave begun to cxcite public prejudice against the
movement., Judge Kelly of Penneylvania, no doubt
ope of the champious of the coal and iron interests
of that State, actually demonstrated, if the telegram
be correct, ‘that a renewal of the treaty would be
equal to paying the Canadiane two million dollars
bonus to keep out of the Union.”” Wo should like to
see the learned Judge's fignres, and thus learn the
modus operandi by which he arrives at that result.
We hardly think the reference to Annexation will de-
ceive any well informed politician at Washington,
whatever effect it may have in country districts,
Neither & bonus of two nor twenty millions would
have any effect in: determinipg us to enter the Uniop.
That has nothing whatever to do with the question of
Reciprocity, and nous know it better than the leading
statesmen at Wa:hingten,  Judge Kelly appears still
to bave some fa‘'ih 31 PPoiter’s starvation policy, at
lea&t ho 38 ready v use it as a means of kegping up the
tariff monopaly it wl ich no uud othersare interested.
We hardly think, however, the people cf the United
States will allow theniselves to be gulled any longer
with such nonser se, tut rether think they will insist
that the commercial herriers which row disturb the
trade of the two countries—trom which both derive
80 many advantuges—shal no lopger be kept up,
either from the ¢illy notion that they will influence
our political positior, or for the benefit of & few
monopolists amo: g themselves. 8o far as Canada is
concerned, any imapartial American could soon satisty
himse!f here, tha' we sre p, ospering without Recipro-
city, that now avenues of 1-ade have been opened up,
and that we are p=ttiug on very well with things as
they are. At the same tim:, wa do not lose sight of
the fact, that Free Trade ir cortain commodities and
manufactures would be for the bencfit of both coun-
tries, aud we are pregured to consider any just snd
fair proposxtions ior 1 new treaty which our nei h.
bours mny propo €. Whetier the lobby in favour of

Reciprocity mentioned abeve, is strong or weak, we
know not; it has been estahiished without any inter-
ference from the Geverniaent or people of Canada,
and will rucceed or fail Mlhout any countenance
trom us. The people of the United States ought to
know whether frredom of tade with 4,000,000 British
Amerigans is an adv.ntage to them or not, and if they
are not now assurcd of tLat, we ean wait patiently
unti} ttey are,

AN IMPORTANT DESPATCH.

( N the 14th of August last, there was penned in the
) Colonial Office, Downing Street, a very im-
portant de¢patch. This was seat to Governor Muss
grave, of British Columbia, and very pointedly and
plainly brings before the people ot that Colony the
importance of uniting their fortunes to the Domivion
of Caoada. Farl Granville informs them that the
Queen will probably be advised before long to izsue an
order in council, which will “‘incorporate in the D¢
minion of Canada, /ke whole of the Brilish possessions
on the North American Countinent,” except British
Columbia. This refers to the admission of Newfound-
land, Prince Edward Island, aud the North West
Territory. The very firm mauoper in which the
Colonial fFecretary makes the foregoing statemcent, 18
worthy of remark, and affords additional proof, if
that were needed, of the settled determination of the
Imperial Government to place every toot of British
America speedily und r oue Government. Earl Gran-
ville advances very strong reasouns ia tuvour of British
Columbia joining the Dominion. He urges that
general questions affecting the Colony will be more
wisely and comprehensively dealt with in & large body
like our House of Commons, and their local affairs
more carcfully and diepassionately considered when
geparated from the larger politics of the country. A
single Goverument would render more feunsible a
British line of commuvication from the Atlantic to
the Pacific, and the San Francieco of British North
America would hold a greater commercial and political
position than simply as the capital of an izolated
colony, This argument is very suggestive It indi-
cates very clearly that in lwperial Councils a Cana-
dian Pacific Railway is regarded as a necesgity of the
Dominion, at least as soon as British Columbia unites
its fortunes with oure. Whether the Mother Country
is prepared to assist or not in i8 construction is, of
course, a difficult questipn; but that the Home Gov-
ernment fully comprehends that such a road must
soon become a practical question, wlich must be
grappled with, is quite evident from the noble Earl’s
despatch. Thbe document is one of the most out-
spoken which has been transmitted from Downing
Street in many a day. Indeed, it so plainly tells our
Pacific fellow-colonists that their union is settled upon
a8 o part of the policy of the Imperial Governwment
towsards their possessions on this continent, that the
Colonial Secretary refers to the fact that tho consti-
tutional connectiou between thar Colony and Eng-
land ig closer than that with any other part ot North
America, as a reason for giving such an *‘ unreserved
expression of tbeir wishes and judgment.” The
despatch has produced cousiderable excitement in
the Colony, as it could hardly fail to do. A large
portion of the people are in favour of immediata
union; but there are others again who strongly op-
pose it. The principal objections to & umnion arise
trom the barriers which nature has put in the way of
our intercourse,—tha mountains and unsettled dis-
tricts between us, ‘fThere is no disguising the mwagni-
tude ot this ditficulty; but Earl Granville erys, this
very difficulty will hasten the opening up of easy
communication, and it is beet to accept it as a tempo-
rary drawback ou the advantages of uuion., It is
quite probable that at the next session of the Domi-
nion Parliament the admission of British Columbia
will come up for consideration. It is quite possible
there may be delegates from the Colony; but if not,
very potsibly our Government may in view ot this
important despatch of the Colonial Secretary, ask
power to treat with the representatives of British
Columbia, should any be sent during the recess,

THE SOUTHERN BAILWAY PROJECT.
FOUR CBARTERS TO BE ASKED FOR—A GLIMPSE AT
WHAT 18 GUING ON.

‘\ ATIERS appear to be getting so mixed up in
il regard to wbat ie commonly known as the
Southern ruilway, that many of the good people
along the line of the proposed road cannot make
heads or tails of it. A grand battle appears to be
impending before the Ontario Legislature with regard
to charters, the ¢nd of which 1t is at present quite
impostible to forete]l. Now, we are in a position to
thow a little light on the subject, aud it is only right
that the rcaders of the TRaADg REVIEW should be

placed in possessiou of it,

We need not recount the first history of the South-
ern project, by which the Niagara and Dstroit rivere
were to be united. The conuection with it of the late
Mr. Morton, of Xingston, Hou. Isaac Bachanan and



