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lainsclf te be strangly iii favor af unifarni and public
:îccauntS-, tlaat the people rnay sec exactly what flac pro-
lits of the electric.lighting business are in the case of
cachi company. If municipal ownership must caine, he
q;aid, let tlie husines ai the central-station campany be
Ivought out hy the city at a fair valuation, dcterinied

anytr equitable systeni af accautiting. A committee
%vas appointed ta deterrinie the be.-t mcthad of ;analyz-
ing fulel gas. A recommnendatian ta Congress ta pass
the bill now before that body ta establish a national
standardization bureau wvas adapted. Pcnding the es-
tabliqhment ai such a bureau, the assaciatian is arrang-
ing ta have standard iG --.p. lamps of i le and --o volts
prepared at Columbia University for the ose of members.
A comimittee is also preparing for ppblication a speci-
fication and drawings for a standard phatometer raam
-lt its eqtiipment, and bas under consideratian a
standard farm ai simple photameter. The committee
appointed ta consider the subject of graunded circuits
gave it as their opinion that wbile the permanent
« 1grotinding " af onie side ai the secondary circuit is nat
an absolute preventative of accidents ta persan and
propcrty, yet it is a step in tbe right directiÏon, and, if
adopted, wilI add greatly ta the safety ai tbe public,
and reduce the haz'ards attendirîg the transmission o!
clecrical energy by wvhat is knowvn as the alternating
or transformer system. Mr. James B. Cahoon, ai
Syracuse, N. V., w&vas elected president for the ensuing
year, and wve are pleased ta note the election ai Mr.
Charles B. Hunt, ai London, Ont., as a member ai the
E--xecutive Committee. It is rumored that the next
convention may be held in Buffalo in connection with
the Pan Anierican Exposition.

,rrade OpportuatJes UNTIL very recently the eyes af Canada
lu tbe OzieDial wvere turned almost exclusively towards

Wazket. the east, and ber tbougbts occupied

wvitlî commercial matters in Europe. During the last
few years it bas occurred ta many tbant the Pacific ocean,
instead ai being tbe back road froni tbe country, migbt
become a highway fully as important as the Atlantic,
and tbis idea is certain flot ta be disappoînted by resuits.
Trade with Australia, Cbina, japan, Mlalaya and Poly-
nesia is no mean prize ta strive for, and tbe splendid
Pacific higbway at aur doors places us in a position ta
compete favorably wvitb any country. The rapid ad-
varices made by the United States and Japan in their
Oriental trade shows tbat business methods adjustcd ta
tbe establisbed ideas ai the east will bring a quick re-
turn, and that the lack ai flexibility inherent in British
trade nietbods is resulting in tbe loss oi the previaus
over%,.helnîing commercial supremacy. If Canada is ta
take tbat part in the Oriental markct whicb sbould be
cxpected awing ta bier favorable geographical position,
it will have ta be brought about by a careful study of
the existing and prospective conditions and diemands
and by enterprise in pushing sales. Many discussiot.s
bave taken place regarding the trade passibilities of
China, and as many diverse apinions bave been ex-
pressed, varying fromn the aptimistic idea tbat tbe
millions ai China represent a market for aur expQrts
equivalent. ta a similar population in Europe, ta the
pessimistic opinion that these Chinese millions will
cvcntually swamp aur markets by their cheap produc-
tiens. Bath af these extreme opinions are based on the
supposition that the country bas been apened up ta
trade and that farcigri invistments have betn rcndcred

sectire. The truth, as is gcncrally the Case, appears ta
lie between these extrenmes, for on thie ane hand lieoane
who knows iii any degree the conditions existing iii the
East will allow that its ability ta absorb Western pra-
ducs is rit ail coanmiensurate with its population, and
that any deductians miade ironi resuits iii Etaropeaaî
counitries are very rnisleading. On the other liantl,
Japan has progressed far enougli ta nct -as an abject
lesson in -the increased cast of labor whicli results f roi
an increase ai production, and, speakinig generally, it
will be concedcd that wvhen a nation lias arrived at soel
state ai stability ini her manufactures, the labor cost af
the output will not be fouind ta vary fram tlac standard
ail over the wvarld. For instaance, labor in Europe is
cheaper than iii Amierica Mi'len reckoned by tlae cost per
hour, but it is found that in spite of this fact thie labor
co±st ai turning out manufacturcd articles is not very
different owing ta the greater rate of production per
hour ai the Amnerican artisan. . Tis equalizing efict
will be found ta act as a corrective, and it does flot
appear at aIl probable that aur western commerce as in
danger of extiniction at the hands ai Oriental competi.
tien. The Oriental will be a keen competitar, but
judging fromn bis character he will nat originate, but
will bc a very succcssiul copyist. The initiative will bc
found witbout doubt in Europe and America.

Apart frein China and the French colonies in the
East, trade there is less restricted than in Europe. In
China the unwillingness of the ruling classes ta admit
the fareigner, the insecurity af capital, tbe fluctuating
currency, and greater than aIl, tbe poverty ai the
millions, aire the great obstacles in the way ai the
western trader. Trhese are obstacles that cannot be
appreciated at their full value without a knowledge ai
tbe Chinese character, ai its inertness, its piacid content
with. tbings as they are, its sense ai superlority over the
Barbarian. Under these existing conditions no opening
of the trade door will take place from witbin, but the
country wvill bave ta be burglarizcd by the Occidental
nations, and this will probably not be long deferied.
WVhat forni the forcible entry wvill take is not apparent,
but it appears tbat as it requires an Asiatic ta dea' witli
ain Asintic, japant and Russia are best fitted ta obtain
the advantage, and ta hold it when obtained. Il the
open doar policy prevail there will be large openings
for railway enterprise. Mlany lines are already project-
cd, but the question as ta wbetber tbey would pay in
many cases is exccedingly problematical, as China bas a
tremendous canal systeni, witb cbeap native labar as
the motive power. Ilowever. many will bc btailt, and
this wvili require the services ai many engineers and
great quantitics ai materials. Ia the nhining field the
prospects arc exceedingly good, the country having caati
in many provinces and minerais in abundance. This,
with cbeap labor, will stand in the way ai great importa-
tions ai raw materials, and whatever staples are requircd
will be manuiactured in the country, sa that given the
open daor policy, the irst efl'ect would be the importation
of engineering antrasand machinery, but it scms imi-
probable that any great increase in staple irnports could
take place. This lesson may be learned f rom the listory
of japan, wberc imports are decreasing and ex\parts
increasing-althoagh the pracess in China will be vcry
much slawcr.

WVith the exception ai the larger electrical machinery,
japan cari and docs manufacture for herself. China at
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