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BY STRAIGHT MEASURE OR INSPECTION.

1S is just now a livf question in the lumber trade, and

epecialty a certar® portion of it whewe operativns are
wainly carned on in thedproducing regions, and at the disti-
Duting markets, of the Idwer lahes,  There it has become a
wleclared assuie between ay majonty of the buyers and a certain
proportion of the sellers 3 and if present indications may be
rehed upon, there s likeld to beatively and interesting struggle
Between the two when the: season is fairly opened,

Concerning the merits 8 the controveisy, there ought to be
Jess dispute than as toats Practieal result. Presented merely
a~ an abstract question, the answer to it 1s casy, sunple, and
measurably conclusive.  ¥The buyer of mmlber, in commun
with the buyer of any othgr bulk commodity, the quality and
value of which 15 uncertaip and impossible of accurate deter-
mnation by a neere casua) exanunation, 1s entitled to some
vther and adequate mcans!o( knowing what he 1sto get for
hi~ money.  The bass of any wholesale trade in lumber s the
quality of the stock handl Itis this which etablishes the
pnice, and determines the §.1lc, if asale is made.  Without
Gnownledge of this factor of the transaction, no man can buy
intelligently. Tt is an esscftial feature of a purchase from both
ades.  If the owner of stagk should fail to acquaint himself
auth its actual ments or défects before he went nto market
-with it, how long could he ixpcct to do business successfully ?
It is beyond question cqually necessary for the other party to
a uade to know what he ig buying.

Granting that this knogledge is a thing the purchaser is
entitled to, it becomes merkly a question of how heis to obtain
it.  Obviously the simplef, and perhaps the best way, is for
him to examine what he prbpases to buy himself.  This is the
method of small transactiofts, the fivst crude plan of determin-
ing values that suggested Rsclf when trading Detween men
began.  Solong as the Indiness done is confined to transac:
tions of a small magnitude,fit is satisfactory, because the buyer
only invests in what his jugment approves, and cven if he
fails to get the worth of hisgmoney, may not realize the fact.
But it will be admitted without argument that the same plan
cannot be applied to businegs done on a larger scale, and give
cqually satisfactory reults.h A man buyinga wagon-load, or
wven a car-load, of lumbeg inay examine it for himself and
decide upon the evidence of his own cyesight and judgment as
t» what it is worth ; when Bc buys a million feet, this becomes
1o all intents and purposes Physically impossible.  What can
he do?  Clearly he must
what the stuff 15, and practieatly but two remain open to lam :
he may accept the repregntations of the scller, or he may
buy it subject to an examidation by a competent, disinterested
man—that is, inspection. §

The necessity for inspectjon arose just as soon as men began
to deal upon a large scalegin bulk commodities, and mn the
process of commercial dchopmcm it has come to be a part of

the machinery of business h every line in which the nature of
the merchandise handled thakes expert examination necessary.
Lumber is certainly sucg an article. It is handled in bulk,
and it is subject to wide vitiations in quality and worth.  Any
average 1ot of log run lumer will range in quality from mill
culls to first clear, and haddly any two piles will show precise-
Iy the same proportion ofthe respective kinds and grades into
which it is ordinarily assoRed. One board furnishes no detinite
gmde as to what the next one in the pile will prov: to be g
deed, one cannot tell ffom it what will be the quahty of the
suceeeding cut from the same log.
fact, o two piles of lumﬁcr. of two logs, or even two buards,
are evactly alike.  The Alitference may be so dight as to be
of o commercial accuung, or they may be so great as to make
onc picce of lumber valuéles, and the other worth the hughes
price the market shows & between the two extremes the vana-
uoas are infinte i number.
may be obtained by assdrung the lumber into grades : accord-
ing o a definite systend, and from sueh an average it is casy
to determine the value-of the whole. This is mercly what
isspection is fur, and \\’\:\l, huacaly made, it does,
Intpecuion, pure :lml"- simple, mecans notlung atore ot lexs
than an cranunation of Rhe stoch to see what at really i Iuas
or should be, within sthe right of the huyer to baveihie
knowledge, without which he must be cempelled to take all
the chances in a trade,iwhile the wllertahes none. Ttistobe
proumed, in all eases, ih:u the scller hnows what he is offering,
It he does nat, itis ;'hi.s own fault. But the buyer cannot
Luow unlexs he is allofved to ascertain, and this priviiege the
stright measure advocates scem dispased tadeny hime Men
may prefer to buy on their uwn judgment of lamber, because
they think  their ovh judgment may e Ictier than any

inspector’s, which veng likely it is 3 but this docs not furnish a !

reavon why another Tiyer should not have his lumber inspected
Fairnew would dictag that manufacturers should give their
cntomers the same of

~cll, as they require itf buying the raw material they manufac-

allowed some way of ascertaining

portunity to test the value of what they |

As amatter of alsolute |

. scrutiny of the situation will shou

Au average of these dafferences |

ture.  They, or sume of them —insist that a buyer shall judge
of the quality of a pile of lumber bz luoking at the top and
sides, with no chance to plunge intohe middle of it, and to
find vut of what «uffit is really made; Lbut where is the maher
of boards who would think of buying his timber in the sane
uncertain, haphazard way 2 Would ohe of the Saginaw il

: '
men, for example, consent to skirt taround the edges of a

thousand-acre tract of pine, and then Hay it Straight measure'?
Nu; when he buys timber, he must have it inspected, and
inspected, not by a disinterested man,thut by a land luoher of
his own selection and employment, wBo is in-tructed to care
fully examine every acre, to seale thédtrees, and to ascertain

purchase.  If there is any good and fufticient reason why a
principle that is vbviowsly just when applicd to timler stand
ing in the tree, is not similarly fair and fighteous when applied
to the same timber after it is cut into lgmber, the discussion of
inspection and straight measure has »f far failed to bring it
out. .
The exceptions of the manufacturcri toa one sided and
unfair inspection by interested parties are well taken. Equally
with the buyers, are they entitled to a cdinpetent and unbiasced
judgment of their stock 3 and it is m'x:nifcslly to the interest
of buyers that they should haveit. It there shoult be a
remedy for an evil of this kind short ol abolishing inspection
altopether. Tt is not to be assumed that buyers will insist
upon inspectors of their own choosingg  Indeed, they have
distinctly expressed the desire that  Blanufacturers should
“organize and appoint a corps of qualifiéd and reliable inspee-
tors,” and should themselves establish ajust and fair system of
inspection. This places the matter whol% in the seller’s hands,
and affords them the opportunity of giving inspection a trial
upon an equitable basis, if they are dispgsed to do so.

The actual outcome of the inspectio dispute, depends of
course, upon other circumstances than fhe mere principle in-
volved.  For the time being, the con(lilgn of the marhet will
probably have more to do with it than agstract right or wrong.
With a strong, active demand and firng prices, the manufac-
turers will be likely to dictate the mander in which they will
sell their lumber 3 with a sluggish, wdak market, probably
buyers can have all the inspection thgy want. This 1s not
right, but perhaps it is ““business —Chiggo Timberman.

THE LUMBER TARIFF.
E have been shown a copy of the s.l‘.R. special lumber
tarifl from Rogers' Pass to all poihts east as far as Win-
mpeg.  The following are some samplegrof the rates i —
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£ RAIF RATF
MILES O & per 100 1bs.  per car
136 Banffo.ooooaiiaiiiiiiiii Bl 32 $ 96
216 Calgary ....... meees 39C 117
270 ¢Gleichen...... jf, 40¢ 120
Gy Moose Jaw...oooaeen il I (] 120
69 Regind .oooiiiiiiiiiiiiin e 420 126
925, Brandon .... vh eeeigene. 44C 132
1055 \\'innilwg..................g.... 43¢ 135

The tiest fact that will be rcC()guizci% in scanming these fig-
ures 1s that the rates are a practical preventative of any bua.
ness an lumber between the praine -Swns and the mountain
aw il Itis therefore aseless te ;,3' into an analyas of the
unfairness of the figures as between é-nc pomt and another,
beeause the tant! is evidently not indended o foster fraghts
but to check and prohatnt them for the tme beng altogether,
To say that a rdway is seeking to dfcourge business over ats
own line appears on the face of it 0 be alsurd, Tut 4 laile
that there are reasons,
Usnder the comparatively Jow tanit alowed last year the lum-
ber nudis in the mountains west of Rogers Pass were able to
do & prosperous busness, and in vigy of a contimuation of that
tanfi, they greatly increased ther cppaaity for manufacturing.
The rutway was fostenng ther enferpnise, but, as the sequel
shuws, they were fustering it witlpa view to make food for
their own capacity.  The compang foresaw that they would
require vast guantitics of lTumber fand sawn timber for ther
snow sheds and other works in the mountains.  The mills have
beea put 1, the railway puts on & fraght tanfi that prevents
tham entering the markets, and a8 once the C.IMR. 1s master
of the situation. They can dictafe to the mull ownersin the
mnumtaits the jace and terms mi'\\hirh they must supply the
lumber and timber the rulway ngeds, and that price and these
terms will just vqueere the mill @vners hiard cnough to get all
that ean be got out of them withtat actually halling thom.

The practical shutting out of ﬁlcsc mountain alls from com-
petition with Maj. Walker, at Kananaskis, and the Calgary
Luslicr company, at Cachirancd will be a good thing for those
mills temporarily, but what asskranee is there that the C.PLR,
will nat somie time require to gse them juat as the mountain
mills are now being used?2 The effeet is to demoralize bua-
uess, o destroy contidence, @il check and prosteate cuter:
prise.—Calgary Tritune,
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CHARCOAL.
N evehange destes wi ki why charcoal 15 not more
largely used for fuel in Putano, In France st s an gcncr:\l
use for covhing and even, 1§ semme cses, for warnung, thuugh
woud 1s very much dearer than m Canada. But in that and
i some other Luropean coufttoes, every scrap of waste wood
is converted into charcoal. %
In Canada we have hardly bcgun to realize the value of our
A few years only hafe pased since the finest forest
trees were regarded as cumhcg-.r\ of the ground, and the one
olject was to cut them down agd burn them,  Now we realize

. the value of muest trees Bt for hfuber ; but even with these the
beyond a denbt just what the timber s ghat he s asked to

|

waste is enortous.  The lunbs are worse than uscless, fur
they are left to dry upon the gund where the trees are cut,
and when fire gets wnong thengde spreads sapadly and worhs
incaleulable damage.  Mostindgbstnal operations are conduet-
al aith such cconomy that theldaste products constitate in
themselves a large suurce of prdfit. It might be so in our
lumbering camps.  The wadte fhood might be turned into
charcoal for fuel, and in the progess the pyroligacous acid and
other products might e saved, {Q that the charcoal would e
had for nuthing. Mineral coal 3s rised from great depths,
and is carried great distances. $Charcoal might be had in
almost inexhaustible gquantities gwich nearer the Canadian
cities, and would prove a source &f great wealth. A pound of
charcoal will produce more heal than a pound of the best
mineral coal. A table which werfound in the Encyclopedia
Britannica says that one pound anincml coal will evaporate

water as follows ¢ E

COAL. . \WATER, LEs.
South Wales (average). ... .... | Y 9.05
North of England........ ... .%o % 837
l.ancnahirc....................f,........... 7.93
Scotland. . ... e e e 7.70
Derbyshire ......... 7-58

One pound of charcoal will c{:\pomlc 12,75 pounds of
water.  In all cases the cvapomti%n is that of water already
raised to the boiling point. It will be scen that charcoal has
one-third more heating power than the best Welbsh caoal, and 63
per cent. more than Scotch coal. ¥

Doubitless difticulty would be cx]?ricnced in using charcoal

for heating ; but we cannot doulf that Canadian ingenuity .

ok
would soon find means ta employ xg\mh comfort and safety.

For couking, especially in summergtime, chazcoal has many
advantages. 14
The sawdust, which not only gog to waste acsaw mills, but

. 3 > -
which gives so much trouble, b to Iip used for a goud purpuoe’’

The Journal of Commerce says: ¥

It is understuod that a companyis about to be formed in
Ottawa with a large capital for U purpose of purchasing a
water power on the Chatdiere and Eecting extensive mills for
the manufacture of pulp from thegwdust, which has for <o

i . > .

long been a nuinance to both lumbermen and forwarders in the
~ Qttawa river.  Mr. Bronson, .\l.l‘.’l:’., isone of the principal
- prowoters of the scheme,

* the best account, employment wou
)

If the sandust can be made of donomic value, surely the
Timln of trees should not be permifted to go wholly to waste,
and that at a time when mineral m{i is getting more and more
cypensive. At present Ontardo B whally dependent  upon
foreign countries for coal.  If her @wn torests were turned to
be foundd fix wany labor-

Cers, freights would be supplicd o Canadian railways, and

large suns of money now sent

:\z;ro:ul would be retained at
home - Fuocdange 4
A

TIMBER AND LUMBER NOTES.
At Reaverston, on the nrth .‘hnr:: of the Geurgian Ray,
Rurten Reem. are getting out e wventy e ot cighty

" theand feet of board timber and five or iy million feet in

T aw loge

- . b M .
At Collins Inlet the (llins Inlet Lumbering Con.
pany will have out five and a I million feet in saw logs.

" Alalong the North Shore thefe will be an unusually large
' - < .
_ out-pat of logs this year, so says.the Ezpositor.

The Port Perry Standard .\'\}s; Last Tuewday we beheld
one of the Jargest \an Jogs thathas (ver been seen in this pant
of the country. The tree fram which it was taken grew on
Mz John T. Pound’s farm just north of this village, and was
Wona down about three yeankyo during o heavy wind storm.
The first two logs cut from the tree measured fifteen fect each
in citcumference and were c§n1|~mnl of gl wen al, clean,
timber, They were tahen o tica to be cut into shingles.

Aeeoring o a despaich ffom Ottawa, the lumbermen of
that ncighborhood have met 2o discu~ the lall mtrsduced 1
My, Murray, MJLE, before the Ontario Legislature, They
almeny all pr aounee .xgaun"lhg ause prensimg that in case
of a jam of timler or logs ot any  stream where a number o f
lumbermen’s logs are congregated, the tirm ot indiidual whe
breahs the jam may take a Azen on the legs ~o liberated unul
paul for the expense of freding them, The lumbermien vlject
that this provision, if adejeed, wonld rewlr in enddless litigatin.
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