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GLORIOUS PROMISES.

SANCTIFYING GRrAcE. —** ITc tha! hath beyun « good worl, in
you will perform it wntil the Jduy of Joous Choist "=l i. 6
Reader ! is the good work begun in thee? Art thon holy ?
s sin crucifying ? Are thy heart's idols ono by ous abolishd ?
Is the world less to thee, and eternity moreto thee?  Is more
of thy Saviour’s image iimpressed on thy character, and thy
Saviout’s love more 1throned in thy heart ? Is *‘salvation”
to thee more ‘‘the sue thing neediul?” Oh! take heud!
there can be no midale ground, no standing st'lt ; or if it Le
0, thy position must be a false one. The Saviour's blood
isnot more necessary to give thee a title to heaver than His
Spirit to give thee a meetness for it. *“If any man havo not
the Spirit of Christ heis none oy Ifix?” ¢ Ouwards ! " should
should be thy motto, There is no standing still in the Lfo of
faith. ¢ The man,”says Augustine, “ who says ¢ Enouyh,’ that
man's soul is lost ! Let tlus be the superscription in all thy
ways aud doings, ¢ Holiness to the Lord.”  Let the mounitory
word exercise over theeits habitual power, ¢ Without holincss
no mau shall ees the Lord.” Moreover, remember, that to be
holy is to be happy. The two are convertible terms.  Holi-
nees ! It is the secret and spring of the jay of angels ; and
the tnore of holiness attained on earth, the nearer and closer
my walk is with God—the more of a sweet carnest shall |
have of the bliss that awaits me in holy heaven. Oh! my
soul, let it be thy holy sacred ambition to ““ Be holy !”

REvVIVING GRACE,—*¢ They that wait upon the Lord shall
renew their atrength.: they shall mount wp with wings as cagles ;
they shall run, and not be weary ; they shall wilk, and not
faint.” —Isa, x1. 31.—** \Wilt thou not revive us, O Lord 2" My
soul! art thou conscious of thy declining state ? Is thy walk
less with God, thy frame less heavenly ? Hast thou less con.
s:ious nearness to the mercy-seat, diminished communion with
thy Saviour ? 13 prayer less a privilege than it has been 72—
the pulsations of spiritual hie more lavguid, and fitful, snd
spasmodic !—thebread of life less reli:hed >—the scen, and the
temporal, and the tangible, displacing the unseen and the
eternal 7 Art thou sinking down iato this state of drowsy
self-contentment, this contormity-life with the world, forfeit-
ing all thehappiuess of true religion, and niskivg aud endanger-
ing the better life to come ! Arie! call upon thy Gol!
“Wilt thou ot revive ug, O Lord?” He might have
returned nothing but the withering repulse, ¢ How often
would I: have gathered thee, but thon woutdst not!”—
¢ Eptraius is joined to his wols, Iet him alone ! Buat ““in
wrath He remembers mercy ” ¢ They shall revive as the
corn.” * The meuth of the Lord bath spoken 15"

PERSEVERISG GRACE.—** The rightcous shall hold on Iis
way ' —Job, xvii. 9.—UKeader ! how comfortiug to thee amid
the ebbings and flowings of thy changiag history, to kvow
that the change is all with thee, and not with thy God ! Thy
spiritaal bark may be tossed on the waves of temptation in
msny a dark mduight.  Thou mayst think thy pilot hath
left thee, and be 1e:dy continually to say, ¢ Where is my
God ?”  But fear not ! The bark which bears thy spiritual
destinies is in better hands than thine; a golden chan of
covevant love links it to the eteinal throne! That cbain can
never suap asunder. He who holds it in Lis hand gives thec
this as the pledge of thy safety,—*‘ Because I live, ye shall
live alse.”  *¢ Why art thou then cast down, O my soul? and
why art thou disquieted within me? hope thou in God !”
Thou wilt assurcdly ride out these stormy surges and reach
the desired haven. But be faithful with thyseli! see that
thers be nothing to hinder or impede thy growth in grace.
Think how little may retard thy progress. One sz jndulged
—one temptation tampered with—one bosom traitor, may
cost thee many a bitter hour and bitter tear by interposing
between thee and thy God. Make it thy daily prayer,
“*Search me, O God, and know my heart ; try we and know
my thoughts, and see if there be auy wicked way in me, and
lead me 1 the way everlasting

Dy1N@ GRACE.—*' I have the keysof hell and of death.”—Rev.
j. 18.—Andfromwhom coul:d dying grace come 20 weliome as
from Tnee, O blessed Jesus? Not only is Tay Name, ¢ the
Abolisher of death ;7 but Tnoun didst Phyself die! Tnou hast
sauctiticd the grave by Taine own presence, and divested it of
all its terrors. My soul ! art thou at times afraid of the,
thy last enemy ? If therestof thy pilgrimage-way be praceful
and uncloude«f—resh there a dark aud portentous shadow
over the terminating portals ? Fear not! When tbat dismal
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entrauce is reached, He who has ¢ the keys of the grave and
of death” suspended at His gollen girdle, will inpart grace
to bear thee through. It as the messenger of pesce. ‘Thy
Savieur calls thee ! Phe promptangs of nature, when at first

{ thewsedst the dathening waves, may Le that (£ the alfnghtel

discipies, when they sand, [ is o apuis, and cernied out for
fear ! DBut a geatle voico wul bo heard lugh above the
stormy, ** [t 131! Be not afraid!”  Death, mdecd, as the
wages of sin, must, even by the believer, be regarded as an
enemy. Bat, on! blessed thought, it is thy lest enemy—
the cause of thy last tear,  Ina fow biisf momonts after that
tear s shed, tuy Gad will be wiping every vestige of itaway |

Arrer GrACE, GLory. = T% Lord il givegraccand ylory "
—Psalm Ixxxiv. 1L.—0Oh ! happy day, wnen tius tolsonie war.
farewitl alt be ended, Jurdaucrossed, Canaanentered, thelegion.
enemics of the wilderness no Jonger dreaded ; sorrow, sigh.
ing, death, and; worst of all, 8{2, no more cither ty be felt
or feared ! Here is the terminating hnk m the golden chain
of the cverlasting covenant. It began with g lestination ;
it ends with glorinesion, 1t began with sovereign grace in
abypast eteruivy, and no link wil b wantmg till the ransomed
spirtt be presented faultless before the throne! Grace and
alory ! 1t the earnest be sweet, what must be the reality ?
If the wilderness table contamn such rich provision, what
must be the glories of the eternal bangueting house? Oh!
my soul, mike gure of thine interest in the one, as the blessed
prehude to the other. ¢ Having access by faith into this
grase, thou canst rejoice in hope of the glory of God ! for
**whom he justifies them he also glorifics 1™ Has graco begun
in thee? Caust thou mark--thougu 1t should be but the
drops of the incipient rifl which is to ternminate in such an
acean—:she tiny grans which ave to acenmulate and issue in
such *tan escouling weight of glory?” Deluy not the
momentous question! Toe day of offered grace is on the
wing, it hours are fast numboring, and *‘no graze, ue
glory

AxoraEr CoMFORTER, —“T will pray the Father, and e
shull give you aws'le r Comortor that e may abide with you
jue erer, —doha xiv. 16, —Blessed Sprit ot all grace ! how
ufs have Lyrieved Thee ! resist-d Ty deslings, gueucned Uny
strivings ; and yot art Thouw still pleadiog with me ! Oh! let
e realtse more than I do the need of Tuy gracious inflaeaces,
Ordinances, sermons, communious, providential dispensa ions,
are notuing withoat Thy le-giving prwer. It 18 tne Spins
that quickenetn,”  “*No man can call Jesus Lord, bus by
the Holy Ghose.”  Church of the living God ! is nut this 0.e
cause of thy deaduess? My soal! 13 uob this the secres olthy
lauguishivg frames, repeated declensivne, uneven walk, and
surdden falls, that the tuiluences of the Holy Ghost are under-
valued and unsought? Pray for the outpuuring of this
bleased Agent fur the world’s renovation, and thius own.
¢ 1 will pour out my Spiric on all tlesh, ' is the precursor of
millennial bliss, Jesus ! draw near 1n Thy mercy to this tor-
pd heart, as Chou dudst of old to 'hy mouruing disciples - 1
breathe upon it, and siy, ** Rucetve ye tue Holy Gnost.” ¢ is
the mightiest of all boous; bus, uke the sun inthe b seas,
1t is the freest of all.

ProvinesraL OVERRULING, —¢ AlL thinys worl: Logcther for
goad to them th ot love God, to them who arc the called according
to Ii's putrpose,”— Ko, vin, 28 —sly soul! be sull! thou
art 1 the hands of tuy covenant God.  Woere those strauge
viclss:tudes in thy history the result of accident or chance,
thou mightest well be overwhelmed ; bus ““all things,” and
this th ug (be whas 16 may} which may be now disquictiog
thee, 18 oas of these *all things” thas are so working
mysteriotsly fur thy good. Tiuss thy God! Hu will not
deceive thee,—thy 1nterests are with Hiun in safe custdy.
When sight says, ‘Al these things are against me,” fet
faith rebuke the lasty conclusion, and say, ‘‘ Shall not
the Judge of all the earth do righs ?” How often

does God  hedge up our way with thorns to elicit
simple trust! How seldom cwn we sec all things so

working for our good ! Bat it is better discipline to belicreit.
Ou ! for faith amd frowmayg providencey, t» say, **L know
that Thy jedgments are gowt 75 and, relyingin the dark, to
exclmm, ** Lhough He slay me, yet witll I trust in Him 1"
How cau I doubs tie wisdom, and faithfulness, ard love of
the most mysterivus earthly deiling, when I koow thas the
Roll of Providence is thus 1 the hands of Him who has given
the mightiest pledize Omnipotence could give of His tender
interest in my soul's well-being, by giving [{imself for me?



