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lington was born in Dublin, in 1769. He receiv- !
ed his cducation succeseively at Pton, Brighton, '
and 10 the Mihtary Semioury of Aagers in
France. He obtaiued s first comunssion 1
1787, being then in his 18th year, his capuincy
four years afterwards ; and lus mojority in 1798
In 1790, when just come of age, he sat for the
family harough of ‘I'run 10 the Insh Pachument.
In 1794, when bie was in his twenty-aixth year,
hie was entrusted with lus first command, and
commenced active service under the Dake of |
York, 10 the war then waged by Ingland ngainst o
I'rence.  In 1797 he arnved i ladia, whege he !
fircy distingwished himself in the maintenunce and
extension of our possessions in that country.—
F:oimn Asia he was recalled a1 the penod when
the Continemal Powers were struck down by the
conguering aword of Napuleon, and began in the
Peninsula that carcer of military glory which cul-
minated in the crowning triumph of Waterlov.—
It is not our purpose to autempt either an account
of the life or an onalysis of the characies of the
great Duke. ‘Thedistinctive feature of the Duke's
public life was a paramount sense of his duty to
the State. To this he was ready at all times to
sactifice alike his convictions and his conveni-
ence. Hence expediency became his guiding
meinciple as a siatesman; and our admiration of
the fidelity and firmness, the disinterésteditess and
patr-atisn which shone so conspicuously in his
character, must not be allowed 10 blind us 10 such
a fatal defect in his public policy. * If the warld,”
he sic on one occasion, ** were governed by
principles, nothiog would be more casy than o
conduct #ven the greatest affaizs; but in all cir-
cutnstances, the duty of & wise man is 1o choose
the lesser of any twao difficultics which beset
him.”” It was in accordance with this view thas
the Duke's Administration passed the Act of
1829,  sdmitting Roman Catholics into Parlia-
ment, which we rather ‘think he had reason ulti-
mately to regret.—But in this the timne of public
sorrow and lamentation for a nation’s loss, we
have no inclinstior to dwell upon these specks of
character which shade evea the most brilliant re-
‘nown. We desire only 1o remember the great
Duke as the instrument employed by a gracious
Providence to give peace to Furope and she
world, and secunty and independence to our na-
tive land~as the most eminent military com-
‘mander of this v7 any other age, who from As-
saye to Watetloo covered his couniry with the
glory of 2 hundred victoriess—who, during the
thirty-seven years of peace which have followed
his latest triumph, has aderned the Scnate by tus
w:sdom and by his vitteia—who was the confi-
deptia) councellod of sur k-'aved Sovereign—the
mediator betweea adverse factions in the State,
—and the idol of every class and rank of the
community, which meurns his loss with a depth
of real sorrow, such as enly could bhe called forth
by the reeollection of services sa inestimable, of
pavriolism so uaselfish, and of & character o
noble and elevated, as those of the grear and
good Duke of Wellington.

" The Duke waa the thirty-sccond in ditect de-
acent frorm ALFRED THE GRraT, and twenty-fifth
from WitLuax tue Coxgreron. He was a de-
scendeat in an unbroken liae of the Royal House
of Plantagaet, and consequentiy akin, though re-
motely, to the Queen.

From the aumber of the Guardian, for Octo-
bet 1at, we capy the following interesting extract
ot a letter, addreseed by the Du!_:c of Wellington
1o Lord :‘.sbcrd.gen, which shm}'s conclusively that
he was io favour of granting what was demand-
edin the “claim of rights,” of the Church of
Scotland. Had his advice becn taken, the dis-
ruption would have been prevented :—

*1f these were the times in which moderate
council would be attended to, I shouid say that

It would not be difficult 1o settle this question.

Rut what T wonld recommmend to the Kirk to
congider s, that their wuluy, asan Establishment, }
depends i a great weasure upon their intimate

conaection with the State.  They cannot be an |
Eatablishment without such an union——erery care

leing taken topreserve thew exclusire spuritual

patrer aud (o securest to them. But in they
eaererse of this exclusive power, it is very degir- .
able, snd not inconsistent with former practice,

. that the Kirk should state clearly the rule whichit i

is proposed to adopt, 1hat that rule should be
made the subject of an Act of Parhiament, and
should regulate all questions in future” With re-

ference 10 these pregnant senteaces, Dr Buchanan

well remarks, “ His presosal is the very ideal of |
the way in which, accormmg to the systen of
Churchiand State in Scotland, legislation in regard
1o matters ecclesiastical, onght to proceed.  ‘Fhe
singular and unheppy circumstance, however,
connectedd with the incident, is this—that Lord
Aberdeen himself toak a course the very opposite
of that which the Duke recommended. Disre.
aarding the ‘rule’ proposed by the Church, his
Lotdship tramed, without consulting the Chureh
atall, a rule of his own, and endeavoured to force
it dewn the Church’s throat. No wander that
the effect was to widen instead of closing the
breach, and that the whale attempt ended in pra-
ducing among both parties increased irritation
and disgust.”
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THE BIBLE IN FRANCE.

Lzxtract, letler from QAlr. de Pressense Daris,
July 1, 1852,

“* As for you, you are men of the Bible : you
never speak of aught else.  You cersainly are not
men of this world.  Whether Louis Napoleon or
Loms Ehillippe sits upon the thirone, it matters
very little to you. You are comical fellows ; yau
seem anif you belonged neithes to the Republic.
10 the Empire, or to any thing clse ; and to look
at you,and tolistcn 1o you, one might almost
say that God is always before you, and that it is
fle who governs. How comes this? Explain
yoursclves.” ;

Teay that these observations have caused me
pleasure, since they apply without distinction 1o all
aur agents; and because they prove that they keep
themselves alooi from polincal discussione, which
might be calenlated 10 compromise their vork.
But they occasion me peculiar pleasure from the
fact that they'also apply, as this hias but quite re-
cently been the case, 10 five or six of our new Col-
porteurs, with whose adranced political opinions 1
was acquainted ; and you know that by this term
adranced we here undersiand Socialist opinions,
in however slight adegree.  You are wellaware
that our Colporteurs, with a1 very few exceptions,
belong to the labounng classes, among whom
these opinions are most prevalent. I will 2add,
that their conversion from Catholicism 10 Pro-
testantism is 2 proof that they are men of & de-
cided independence of character, who, from their
want of education, are, more than others, exposed
to fall into extremes. It is always this that ex-
cites my greatest solicitude, when setting a fresh
candidate to the work, and this has already often
prevenied my engaging young men full of zeal,
and endowed with undeniable qualities, fur the
work of colportage.  The necessity of sustaining
x controversy 10 the last, and ecpecially with
priests, is another danger which T greatly dread
for ﬂ;usg but recently converted. T have ever
been strongly opposed 1o that low species of con-
troversy which ajways results in exciting the
warst passions, and never in convincing, or af-
fecting the consciences; but now, mote than
ever, do I discountenance contraversy, and Ien-
treat, our friendsto abstain from it altogether.
You will, ¥ am sure, learn this with satisfaction ;
and, I may add, that in the journals of Colpor-
teurs I am constantly meeting with fresh proofs
that they have avoided the kind of controversy 1

am reprohating with a remarkable degree of tact

—

and skill  Thus, whea the efficacy of the intere
censiun of the Virgin Mary is prominently brought
forward, instead of speaking, as is frequently done,
with a certain kind of levity of this hioly woman,
they set forth the power of the intercession of
Jerun Chniet ns the only intercession of any avail.
When people speak 1o them of the corruption of
the priests, und in a manner winch shows that
these detractors are imbued with such eatanic
ferlings, under which they, in a certain sense,
rejoice in iniquity, the Colporteurs, instead of
Joming chorus with these detractors of the Cusés,
atonce proceed to speak of the corruption of the
hearts of all men, and show, by the Gospel, what
must be done 10 be delivered theretsom. Oh! 1
uesure you that the power of the Holy Spirivs
operation shows itaelf in marvellous manners in
the facts which I am now mentioning. Did you
but know, as 1 do, the antecedents of the devoted
men wham your Society employs in France 3 if
you could witness, as I da, their utter distaste of
ol that the world admires, and their devotedness
1o all that the angelsin heaven rejoice cver; yes,
Irepeat, could you witness these thinge, you would
more decidedly share with me the conviction, that
you arc here accomnplishing & work, which will,
sooner or later, produce & great, a glorious re-
ward. You know that it is always ina Christian
sense that I make use of this word.——DBible So-
ciety Reporter.
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TORONTO, NOVEMRER, 1852,

KNOX'S COLLEGE—OPENING OF THE
SESSION, 1852-53.

On Wednesday, tho 14th October, the Ninth
Session of 1o Institution was opened. In the
absence of the Rev. Dr, Willis, who had not re-
turaed from Britain, the Rev. Professor Esson
addressed the assembled students and others who
were present.

Professor Esson noticed particularly, the rea-
son for devout thankfulness to God, for the au-
spicious circumstances in which they wero per-
mitted to rc-:‘mcmhlo after a pleasant recess—
matked by no painful casualty. The Rev. Pro-
fessor referred to tho importanco of diligence on
tho part of tho students, in the acquisition of that
knowledgo which is requisite for tho right dis-
charge of their important duties; and urged that,
while availing themselves of every facility for
improving their minds, they should never forget
that Jearning is really valuable, only in so far as
it is pervaded by the religious clement, and 1ends
to clevato the thoughts to God ; and also stated
the importance of conscerating all their powers
to His scrvico and glory.

Some valuable directions were given to tho
students, in reference to their deportment and
hiabits, as well as the prosccution of their studics,
in regard to which they were counselled and
exhorted to pay especial attention to thorongh
grounding in tho more clementary studics, and
to pay pasticular atiention to the study of our
own noble Janguage. '

Professor Esson referred, with much satisfac-
tion, to the facr, that a student of Knox's Col-
lege, well qualificd to take part - Yo work of
the institution, would, this scssion, ke chargo
of the classical and mathematical departments.
The happy and complimentaty reforence which



