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The following table shows the manuer and ordor of time in which the
Dible was translated wto Buglish :me

DATS. TRANSLATORS.
T06—Adhelm, Saxon DPanlma,
721—=ligbert’s Four Guepris
T3t =Bede’s 81 Joha's Gospel.
830—Alfred’s version of the Pealine.
1340—~1olle’z (cr 1Tawmpole’s) Pealins.
1380—\Wich{l"s Nible.
1526—Tyndnle’s New ‘I'estameat.
1530 e Ventateuch.
1531 Jonal,
——  G. Joge, faninh.
1534 ——— Jer., Psal,, Song of Morrs,
1595—Coverdale's Thlde,
1536~Matthew's (i, ¢. 1. Roger's) Bible,
1639~Cranmer'a Gireat Bible,
Tavernar's Bible.
1560- .Geneva hble.
1568—Bishop’a Bible. (Patker's.)
1532 —Rheims’ New Testanent.  (lomun Catholic)
1609—Douny Bile. (Loman Cutholic.)
161 t—Authonsed version.

In speaking of the different translations of the Bible, such exprecsions
are frequently ueed as would lend thaso unacquainted with the facts to
suppose that they tormed 2o many independent works ; hut there ix,n
fact, but one version of the Yrotestant Inglish Bible in print, altered and
jmproved by different hands, and which has received the subsequent
amendments of lersned men, but trom the first to the last there has been
but one actual translation.

Liet any one compate the catliest and the latest, and he will find a dis
versity indeed of words, but such a suuilarity of expression as canuot be
accidental. Let him then ook at two independent translations of the
same book, of ‘Ihueydides for instance, by Hobbes nnd Smith, (or Homer,
by Pape and Cowper,} and the difference will be very visible.  ‘The re-
semblance w the versiona of Scripture is sn great, that it wight safely be
maintained that none of the nuthora of A new one undertook the task
without the full assistance of such previous tranalations aa had heen made.
The wisdom of suth a procedure is obvious, unless there be some actual
ergor of translation, and the mere fact that the verejon lias been already
received, and is familiar to the cara of the people, is a strony reason why
nothing should bo altered.—Short's History of the Church of Englund.

. THE PURITANS OF ENGLAND.

There ate a few cpochs w the history of the Church, aud fower still in

the aanals of our country, so full of glory as that of the Puritans.  Its
deep earnestness, its unexampled development of the Christiay character
in living powet and beauty, its theologieal litesatare, colossnl in it= pro-
portions and Seriptural in ity teachings, its grand ponesples, religrous and
political, vindicated by grand achievements, have rendered that age mem-
orable, and largely influenced the destiny of this great empire. ‘Lo the
Puritans the Church owes some of the brightest examples of spiritual hfe 3
to their talents and leanng she owes her foil-orbed exhibion of Divine
ecience ; and to their beroism she is indebted for ier preseevation, when
Popery conepired with princes for her destruction.  ‘T'o the Pugitan’s decp
Liatred of oppression, whether bepeath a crown or a nitre, and to the bat-
tle of freedom which he fought, our nation 19 mdebied for the civil aud ro-
liginus libeniy of her conatitution, the possession of which has raised her
to her present rank and tnoral grandeur among the kingdoms of the
wotld.

"For twas centurics, unmeasured obloquy hos been heaped on the name,
the theology, and the deeds of the men to whom Britan owes her fairest
inheritance of glory. “This arises from the fact that their lustory has been
chiefly written by their enenties,  The partisans of that Churely which, in
the day of their haughty power, persecuted the Puntans in the flesh, have
not heen slack to use every meaus, by the pen of the historian and the
preuchier, to malign, whea dead, the mematy of the men who overihrew
their domination, because it was a despotismt,  ‘This was to be expected.
‘Those who canonised the infamors Charles as a samt and martyr, while
they unearthed the boues and outraged the ashes of Cromwell, the Puri-
tan prince, were not Jikely to show much respect for truth in the inscrip-
tion which they placed on the Puritan’s tomb. ~ ‘T'he consequence hanbeen,
that in out general historiea the Puritans have been grossly misrepresented.
Of late, however, thero have been signs of vigorous reaction of opinion,
and we are at length beginning to awake to some conception of our
great inheritance. Through the cflorts of Macaulay, Carlyle, D*Aubignt
and others, datkness is rolling from oft the Puritans’ history ; but the {ull
light has not yet arisen. We long for a complete delineation of the cha-
sacter, ideas, devotedness, and tendencics of that age, Nevertheless we
hail, especially at present, the incipient eflorts 1hat are being made to do
jumice to the momory of the mighty dead.

Presbptevinig JATagazuc,
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The present 1s an age of teruscitation and tevival.  Whle the idole of
ancient prganiom nte being dug from the tomb of ¢centuries, the idolatries
of Romanesm are gorminating once more to the light from the bosom of
the Bughely Chuseh.  Rome, with her eardinale, i3 re-entering England,
and etecting her altars on the * high places™ of the land,  But with theie
reappenrance we rejoice (o see the nable spint of the old Puriton, before
whose frown they onee trembled and fled, hkewise asceuding from the
grave, ‘Phe prosent i« o momentous erisis.  "Ibe ¢ coming sregele’ that
appeats in the Furapean hotizon is one between liberty and despotisni—e
Protectantiom nnd Poperys It hehoves us, therefore, to look back into
the former history of vur country, and imbibe the inspiration of our lofty
tradinons,

Ihie distinguishing prineiplee of the Putitans were few and simple,
The headship of Christ over the Chusch instead of the headship of the
sovereygm-~the supreme authority of the Senplures alone, not merely as s
standard of fasth, but also of Church government and discipline—liberty
of conecience from all save the loedehip of God—and the right: of the
subject to tesist e upconsttntional conduct of the sovereign,  These
were the leading prineipies, which ag they ralhed to the cry, * Who is on
the Lord's side, who 17 they emblluzoned on their banners. To the ad-
voeacy of their cause they brought the power of no mean erudition.  In
colleginte echoluaship they were cininent throughout the seigns in which
they Beured ; and when, in theie civil ascendancy, they wero appointed to
the professorships of ihe English universities, they _gave to them an im-
petus which issued in the mighty windsof Whitby, Boyle, Locke, Newton,
nnd others trained up under them, and the vibrations of which are still
felt within their halle. 1f we view them ns theologinns, we are con.
strained to cxelaing, verily « there were giams in those days.”” Their
contributions to the literature of Christianity would shed n gloty on oy
age or country 3 and from them, be it known, is derived much of the
theological reputation of the Churel of England, which, in ignomnce of
its gource, is ofien paraded, with n view to overshadow our humble Presby-
terianism,

Theto is Philip Henry, with his household gathered nround the family
altar, whose soul, ns it soara in prayer, revels in the joys of the upper
sanctuary.  ‘There is Richard Rogers, the Lnoch of hisday, distingaished
for closeness of walk with God; and Thomas Hocker, the praphet of New
Bogland, pillowing his dreams on some selected Seripture for the theme
of his walking meditation ; Preston, whom the ambitions of the world
could nut altute; and Hildershant, the convert, suffering the loes of his in-
heritance and the Jove of biz parents that he might win and confess Christ.
And there are Stoke, and Burr, and Gouge. glowing with holy eamest-
neas in thegervice of their God 5 and what shalt we say of Owen, as, with
the death-touch of geniug, he pictures the * glory of Christ 5 of Charnock,
whao, in describing the ¢ attributes of God,” moves around the altitudes of
the Eteraal King ; and of Baxter, whose sutl ever yearns after immor-
tality, and who ~eems, even while on earth, to anticipate the ¢ Saints’
Evetlasting Rest”

Such were the Puritan clergy.  Faith was their great characteristic ;
and never didhe Spirit of the Most High evince His power over the
human heart more than by the strength given to this principle in the breast
of the Puritan. It was the living and pesrvading power of his being, the
framer of bis disposition, and the regulator of his conduct. Calvinistic in
in bis creed, he remarded himself as the special object of the solicitude of
tho Almighty. For #im had Godheud held counsel together away in the
distance of remote etesnity.  For him had the earth been formed) and
sun, and moon,and stars ordained.  For hunhad Deity walked the earth,
and Gethsemane witnessed the bloody sweat, and Calvary the cruel eru-
cifixion. or him fhad tie Comforter heen gent, and angels made min-
istering sprrte. - And for him had his heavenly Father prepared a king-
domn beyond death and the grave, of which he was a price by the gift
of an wnfading crown.,  Such was his faith ; and as he bent himself to its
realisation, it passed almost into sight, and from it resulted the grest hu-
mility and the stern dignity of his character. ‘Though humble, and sim-
ple as a child, he was as inflexible in his purpose as is the Alpin jts
mountain strength., When he spoke he was in carnest, and when he
acted it was with a sublime intrepidity, Such were the men. Let us
naw speak of their mission.

This had, for enc of its objects, the evangelisation of England. In that
conntry the Reformation was largely a pohtical niovement. By it the
Church was ouly outwardly reformed. Tt was not the result of the re.
ligious conviction of the nation—of the awahening of conscience among
the wnasses.  The yoke of the Pontiff was indeed removed from the neck
of the people; but the bondage of Popery was still sealed upon their
hearts. Such was their state when said to be reformed ; 20d to remove
it 10 make them Protestants in conviction as well as in name, to make
them sersible in their own souls of the life-giving power of Divine truth,
to develope apong them holiness of heart and life, was the mission given
to the Puritan ; and with his atteinpis o regenerate the nation, the Refor-
mation of England in reality began.  The land was like the valley in the
vision of Ezekicl; and to the Puritan the call was sent to take up his
mantle and prophesy. With an energy unweatied, with & heroism un-
daunted, with a patriotism heaven-kindled, he entered on the enterprise ;
and He who walks in the midst of the Churches created at his voice a
spiritual awakening, such as modern times have seldom witnessed. The
Puritan was the prophet of England.

From this mission resulted his effost to reform the abuses of the English
Church Establishment. Its robes, ritcs, and ceremonies were Popish, and
therefore polluting ; they were unscriptural, and thepefore unbecoming a



