£ Pty
‘A]” KA '

[P

» i ,
R R N
R R e

W _'L‘

g
1
i lll.l

- -—

Voruus 1)

TORONTO, JUNE 26, 1886,

GLIMPSES OF THE
INSECT WORLD.

BUTTERFLIES. -

«OH, T know what
those are, well enough.
I've often chased them in
the meadows among the
daisies and buttercups,
when I've been in the
country in vacation time
I think they're a great
deal prettier, too, than all
those other flies in the
last picture!”

“Well, yes, my dears,
It would be hard to im-
agine anything more
beautifulthanthesedainty
creatures ; they have well
been called ‘ winged tlow-
ers,” for their colouring is
a3 rich, as brilliant, and
delicate, as that of the
pansy orthe rose. Every
body who cares for the
beautiful in nature is glad
to welcomne them, when
they begin to flutter about
the garden-beds, r the
clover-fields, in July, and
‘Oh, there is a buttgifly .
the children cry, just as
they say: ‘The robins
have come !’ or, ‘See the
ninbow !’

*“ And yet the butterdly,
like the bright-winged

the last picture, is born
of a very different look-
ing creature. One never
bears the children cry out
in delight . ¢ Oh, here's a
taterpillar?’ though a
lver of entomology is as
much interested in ugly

bee-fly, which we saw in . ¥

N SR e
.y VLR AT A IS

BUTTER¥LIZXS,

insests, as in beautiful
ones; and, indeed, he finds
someting to please lus
eye in the velvety fur of
this boa-like worm !

“ However that may
be, the caterpillar is the
germ of the baby butter-
fly, and cats its way out
of the egg which the
parent buttertly deposita
upun tender, green leaves,
choosing, with the -
stinct given by God, cx-
actly the plant which 1
Lest fitted to nounish her
particular species. These
cggs are wonderfully
Leautiful—some  ruund,
others ovx\], oblung, ur
shaped Lihe a pyramad,
wlurdd in dehieate shades
of preen, yellow, ur avery,
and thee sartaces caned
in exquisite designs. 12
scems a pity that such
lovely shells should be
destruyed , but the cater
pillar not only eats his
way out of them, but de-
vours the pieces entirely,
before he proceeds to feed
upon his fresh green leaf!
Heissogreedy, and grows
so fast, that he has to
change his skin five or
s1x times, a3 he gets too
big for it. When he has
reached his full growth,
he hangs hiwself by his
tail from the twig of a
tre¢, and pesses gradu-
ally into what is called
the chrysaiis state.

“This we may think of
as a sort of cradle for tho



