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Subjictà for Proyer end Study for tho Month:
"Our Homes and Schools."

The Indian Work.
Front Miss L-ong, K71.a.muaal, D.C., February M.Ih, ipo,.

'T HE first quarter af another year has passcd, and %%e arc
hping to have a chance to send mail out soon, s0 1

thought 1 iwould wvrite of the progress and plans for the
work litre.

We %vere glad to settle doîî'n ta aur regular routine of %vork
alter thc holîdays. The village school closed for ti% o ivccks at
Christ nias, so we had the girls home ail the trne, but did flot
find tbern troublesame, as it %v'as casy ta L-cep thcîn cmploycd,
somne at housewvork, others sewving and knitting, and saine
belping Msr. RZalcy in the mission rooin ta print iNtinaZ-.z
W:th a littie play-timc betiveen, they spent theirboiidays pcas-
anti>; but ivere quite rencly to go back to bclîool again.

Soine oflthe people wverc disappaintcd because wve did flot
take ini the boys this year whlen they %vent away ta thecir camps,
but ive teci ic can accomplisb so nîucli more for the girls b),
baving them alone ; it is stili a trial to us tiîat they bavo. ta be
togcthcr in school. At prescrit nearly ail the people have gone
te their camps and taken t boys wvith thern. It is sucli a se-
lici ta us that it niankes us %visb for the time Mvien we can kecp
themn entirely separate.

WVe began the y-car wvitli nineteen girls , this is ail in the
vill,7gc who arc af school age but thrce, and tiîcy are rather
delicate, sa 1 have flot urged ticon ta came this y-car. Later
we had three tramn Hartlcy lJay. sa our family numbcrs tivcnty-
twa. M'Je arc expecting sanie froni Kitlope as soon as they
return from the camps; -.ve arc Jîaping tramn thcsc tio placr.
ta have the Home filled in thc ncar future.

WVe havc started and arc trying ta get ail the parents ta sign
an agreemient that they wi letI thiri girls remnain in thc Home
until tbcy arc ciglitccn up t0 the prescrit only five have signed

One girl froni Hanley Bay, îvba catmc at thebeginninz of the
year, bas been and stili is a grcat anxiety ta us. Sue 15 not a
bad girl, but thorougbly %vild, and it is bardi ta ni.-kc lier obey.
Ber fatlier ivas here a w,.eek nga and was so pleased witb the
improvement in ber that lie s;gned dt papier %villingly. 1 Icar
it ili bc bard ta get the parents of the aider girls ta sign, as
niost af thern ate proinised in niarriage already, but 've wvili do
our utmost ta keep the: s long as we can.

Y'ou %vill have notice- ti Alanrkwa that thc Hoine 'vii flot
close this ycar an the t 5tb af Juint. The girls are nil willing ta
stay, but 1 amn afraid 1 shalt have difliculty with the parcnts, as
ail thc aider girls carn moncy nt thec cannery. I da nuot tbink,
:bcre wouid bc mucb trouble if %ve couid suppiy thenm with
boots. Thcy buy tbemi dresses, hatndkerchicis and sbaivis, but
boots stem bard ta gel,; bal the time tbcy do flot %%-ear themn
whcn tbcy are at bomne; it is naîhing unusuai ta sec the wvomcn
going about barcicot in tbe snaw in the middle ni ivinter.

Whcn taiking about flot having hoiidays, Flara dcscribcd
the Indian character ta perfection wvbcn shc said: . laI the
mornoirir whcn îvc sec the peaple go a«yta the cannery %ve
shall led very soirry, in the alternoan wc shah fel a littie bet
ter, by the ncxt moaring %vc shall have forgatten aI about il,
and be as hapry as ceer." To unc girl wbao %vanted in go,
Flora said, *1 souid nat îhinl, you would w.ant ta go therc
aniong ail the cvii."1

* The ichool %viii bc closed during july ndo August, but 1 shall
try and -arrange the %varl, sa as ta teach the girls ha-ll a day

* myseif. 1 amn enclosing a note i rccived iram dic Council
-vitb regard ta the girls learning music. I inswcred it by
saying 1 would send it on ta you. lit is rather a difficuit prob
lem ta salve, as 1 arn afraid Ibert woîild bc jcaiausy, and ii
wouid bc impossible ta teach cven aI the big girls. Ir --vnuld
bc a grent help if ant or tvo ofithe girls could play the organ.
1 have talzeh particular pains in 1eacbing ;bemn ta sing.;- îhcy
arc ver>' musical and neyer happier tban wvhen the>'are singing.
1 fted it zs more bcnfiît ta theni than playing, but arn WIliing
ta do anything in rny poiver for their edvancerrncn. i t.ilked
ta the girls about st and had na difficulty in :alzing themi
undcrsîand tbat athier things wert much marc important than
mnusic and that îhev could grow up ta bc good and useful
womcn without learning ta play.

WVhcn 1 answcrcd tie Council's note 1 toutk tie aplortunity
of again -iskivig t1iei lîow mutcli %voad îhîey could suîîply ilîis
v'ear ; about a %weck aiter dte mîen coit %'oc(i for two days, get-
ting us seven cords.

MUr. Ralcy k% ir-awing a plan for the '~osidwitl a store-
ro'jm above for native food, %viliclî is badly needed.

1 soinetinies wonder liowv 1 got aiong at ail hefore Niiss
Jackson t nui; il is indeed a comlort ta have lier ta taik, and
plan vith as wcll as ta assist ; you could flot have sent anyhodyý
ulio nntild haie liîted bettet iîîto every, corner Anoîlier thing
1 find a great lielp, tlîat is to bc able tu have anc altrnoon in
thte %%eek to rebt, and ecry otiier niglît off du'>', wlîicli gives
my nerves a chance to relax.

bince Miss Jackson camne wve Iiae slarted a litile meeting
wii the girls ever> Saturdai niglît , we aI enjoy tli, andi it
i s an apportunity ta gie tiieta saine vcry plain talks 1 arn
th.anl.ul ta be able ta tell you the girls hîave aIl lind gond
lîeaill tlîîs ycar ý%wiîl the exception ai Flora), not anc lias bren
in bed for a day. 1 arn aiso cncouraged witli the cfforts tlîey
arc ziiaking~ to dn riglit and ta improve, tiiough somiiies
grieved by tlîeir disobedience, but 1 fret througli ail that na
wark donc " In His Name can be in vain."

Promi jlfissJackson, ZXYf-a mnati, B.C., Fd'>uary nu/h.
Miss Long bas writcn ai tie wuiglitier niatters pertain-

ing ta the wvork, ai the 1laome ;. I houglit 1 would have a
chat about aur farnily, the sewing-roonî, îvhich is nîy par-
tîcular îvork, and other littie matters wvhich rnay bc ai
interesi.

You arc acquaintcd ivith some of the aider girls who
have been here for saine t:nie, Flora in pardicular, w-ho lis
been in the Home the langest. Slie Es giving us a great
deai af anxiety regarding ber health ; ever since the
ivinter set in she bas had sucb a cough, it is mosî dis-
tressing ta bear ber. %Ve have donc vvbat ive could for
ber, but it stîli lingers, %vu féar if she lias even a sligbt
hiernorage (ta which ilbey arc ail subiect) she %viii flot live
long. She is briglit and cheerful, anid bas flot kcpt ber
bcd a day on accounit af it. It is sad, as she is engaged
ta the native teacher at lCiîiope, an earnesî Christian mari.
ils 1FIara is striving ta live a Chrisin hile îhcy vouid lie
sucb a bip tu each ather and ta their peuple. Flora is
good in English, and could lbclp hlm ta interpret thec Bible,
îvith which she is lamuhiar, but if ber health dacs nat
improve bier marriage ca'i bardiy be sanctioned.

1 was rather amuscd at the short courtship beiorc their
engagement. Eariy onle 'Monda>' Robert came up ta the
Home and askced ta sec Flara. Miss Long showed him
into the sittng-rom and callud Flora (%vbo was decp in
the wash tub). Sbe camne in and stoud by the dour at anc
side of the roani, and he sat in the rocking chair on the
other side, white Miss Long was prescrnt ta do the pro-
pricties. Thcy îallccd in Kft-a-.r"jat about ten minutes,
when Flora bounded irom the rooni as tboughi çhe 'as
glati ta escape lrom such an ordcai. Then Robert bad ta
get Miss Long's consent, vibxch was oilly grantcd on the
condition that he wait onc ycar ta sec il Fiora's heah!'i
improved. He was willing ta wait, so the cngagcrnent was
consunimatcd. It is the law bere that an cngaged couple
shahl fot talk with each other until they arc married, and 1
believe so fat Flora and Robert bave lzcpt the iaw.

We bave thicerlutie ones irom six ta seven ycars aid ,
tbicy arc such intcrcsîîng child=e,.and arc real good, giving
us ver>' lattle trouble, only ta kecp theni quiet alter they go
ta bcd. It is surprising how quickhly tbey bave pickcd up
English i aiready tlicy understand almiost cvcrything we
say to theni, and will repent messages riicely 1 'vîsb we
could aiways bave thc gris corne ta the Home as young
as these littie ones, they do flot knovw sa much ai the cvii
ai thcir sui.'oundings and ieain nîuLh quickcr. 1 have
tbem in the scwing-room about twova uts a day, and they
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