Z

THE CHRISTIAN BANNEL. 33y

cgiver and Bljak ths restores 4 ek, 4 "1, with thé significant addition;
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elementary truth, w}}ich'rg(jd’ireS" no z‘nt;uiv‘ proof, and ean justly " give?
rise to no controversy. * It is citlicr thd Fuct that Jesus is the 'Son of
God. or it'is uot.  Upon this question rests the whole Christian fabrie,

saga

and it 'is one which is not

SR
affirms, in

such other facts. as wre.pertinent to the ease. Such, acordingly, are
the very praofs which ure supplied in Fegard to this” groat basis of -
Christianity, which, like the sun in the heavens. 1s placad far ‘above |

all those contraversies which have so. beclouded the religicus: partiest |

as almost wholly to conceal its splendor and intercept 1ts life-giving

beaws. Itis in this great fact that the Lord Jesis C - vist hini?iclf‘ix_-'

presented to us in his trne and proper chiract v, that we Ay ‘80- re-:
ccive him and trust him.  He is. indeed, the Sun of fighiteousness;
the radiating and attraeting centre of the spiritual syaiem, shedding:
light on the heavens and on the earth—upon the thices of God, and-
the nature, duty, and destiny of mgn. Tn accepting the wbove propo-
sition,-then, we take Christ himself as the basis of Chrisring union, as

he i8.also the chicf coruer stone and only foundition of “ne chureh: -,

To demand, instead 5f t8is. as a profession of fuitli and tacis df-uniony |
an exact knowiedge of ‘rémote poiuts of Christian dorteighd. -5 ag uns
seriptaral’ as it would be irrational ¢ prohibit men iTorr i ring'the ¢
light and warmth of th: nataral sun unti} they had G-« 2 waouédeia-
high proficiency in astronomy. and were able to deterra's o 1 ¢ wove-!
ments and wagnitudes of the romotéd jilanéts and infericr say-on s - of!|
the solar gystem. ’ : ! b
Neither do we. on the other hand, at'all coneéde £7.32 ¢ & #- se faoh
may be coufounded witli'any thing'else in the Divins #3Lanny, OF

bt

thitt its gplendor may he #t all diminished by  éompar oo wiil any
one or aibother facts presented to the mind.” Tt o s - fone il
ity sublimo grandexr. amidst the revelations ofGo s *“iare-is hothe
ing, indeed. whish may be jnstly compared with it AM sdier priposiet!
twus twielicion are subordinate to this, and ean ba ‘r3nrered visible-
only by the Yihs which it sheds upon thém.  Allee the hare fo offer.
a few additisnal considerations from the Seriptur-s, wiitn will cerve s

to give a jusd visw of slic yosition whiéh‘tbislfactocoup%«:e 1 the Uliris<
3. Tyl - A - . B ¢ . s N
tian lustitution, [ ol

1 Thie pispasition which ass rts it iva Divine Oincle, in @ specifie i}
atd peeuliar sense.  Vor & s annchenced by the Fruhdt idniselt
Jromleaved T It is woldom ind d, thit God fas dir.otly addrested:
binsclf €o neen, aud whén e 1. s aside <dinary mes:.uils of ‘comipu-»
-hicalion and preseuts himself. ¢ it wererin’ perscn. o ‘speak to wor-
tals. we may be sare the commacation-is one of thé niest: trankcend-
ent ,Exu;)«)rpzuxg-.-g Bacl: was the coa-when,at the baatisnyof Jésussin
urepuce of £hb assenrbled wn gt +le'upon the hanss 6f the ‘Jordan, .
there came a'vdice from'heavtr syyitig, ® Tris 18 my BrLovED SONM:
Sucitwas also the case 85 the Leviefizasation, when the ‘saine decluras
Ftion was vendated to the diosen Sicoinles in presenoe of ! Moges the.
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like manner, o ‘8jinple wiatter'of filct, iuvolving the saine

to be’ proved by reasoning: from ‘abgit‘r:’lctZ 1
principles, but by the testimony ‘of God himself and the evidence of '
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S FPIHSIOTN TS the vk whon ich ChFisthimself: declured *l’ ‘




