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THE ORWINANOE 0F PRAISE.
NO. V.

Iu turniug to the Newv Testament, we
are met nt tixa introduction of the long pro-
mised ago of the Messiali, with a revival of
fixa Spirit of sacred soug. For about 400
years tho, voico of proplcey liad becs silent,
and Il vhien the Lord again visited bis peo-
ple," the spirit wvas again poured forth and
flic tixouglits and feelings produced by lus
influence find expression iu strains of exal-
ted poetry. Thus the advent of our Say-
iour evexi before bis birth was wvelcomed
ivitb songs of praise. Wlieu Elizabeth
heard. the salutation of Mary, she Il was
filled wvirI tho Holy Gliost, and she spake
ont wvith a loud voice," and Mary replicd
doubtless nder tixe saine influence, lu a
sacredl hymu

"My soxul doth niaguify the Lord
Axxd mny spirit lIatlh rejoiced ixu God my Savioxir,.

&c."ý-Luke, i.-41.
So when at the circumeision of Jolhn, bis

father recoveredl bis speech, hoe vas filleft
%vith the Holy Ghost sud prophecsied, bis
first utterance is a Song of praise,

"Blessed hoe the Lord God of Isiaci
For hie batlu visiteS aud redccmed his people,

&c.-Luke, i.-67.
To this day these *. o hymus eutitled

Mfagnificat sud Beizedicite are nsed regyu-
larly lu tho moruiug and oeniug services
of large portions of the Christian Church.

The birth of our Saviour was not ouly
announced by angels, but "a multitude of
the :Feavenly llost" cclcbrated the event
ln an anthein of praîse, snd %vlen the Infant
Jésus was prescntcd in tho templec, agalu
the old prophotie spirit again appcarcd.
"lThere wvas a insu lu Jernsaleni ivhose
naine wvas Simeon; waitiug for the conso-
lation of Israel, and the Iloly Spirit was
upon him. And ho came by the Spirit in
tho temple, sud hoe took hlm up in bis arms
sud said:-

Lord uow lettest thon thy servant depart in
peace

According to fluy wvord,
For mine eyes hiave seen thy salvation
WVhicIu thon hast prepared beforo the face of

ail people;
A liglit to lighten the Geutiles
And the glory of tluy people Israel.*

*In the old Scottish Psalter the song of Simeon
is retnined by itself wtithont tho introductory ver-
ses of the 38th Paraphrase, au addition whieb we
prcsunxe to thixuk no improvement

And Auna, a prophctess, comning ini nt that
instant gave tbanks likewise unto the Lord>
and spakoe of him. to ail theux that lotekcd
for redemption iu Jerusalcm.>' (Lukec ii.
25-38.)

Iu the 111e of our Saviour we fiud searcoly
any direct references te the services of
praise. IV'e find in thc narratives of the
Evangclist, scvcral allusions to musie and
Song as connected -%vith, the habits of tho
Jewvs, (T.tike vii. 32, Matt. ix. 33, Luke xv.
24-26,) but scarccly any thing bearing
upon them as a portion of religious service.
But w~e know that our Lord ftilfilcd ail
righteousncss by atteuding regularly upon
ail tlie statcd services of the temple, and of
tlic syXnagoguc. From that first passover
to 'vhich lio went, up, wvhen twvelve ycars of
age, with his parents aud iu the compuny
of Il is kinsfolk and acqutaintance," lie
rcgularly weut up to Jeriisalem to the great
National festivals, nd on theso as wveIl as
in the other saered services of the Jewish
ivorship, lis voico doubtless joiued in Ila
son- wlheu the holy solemuity wvas kopt."
Tho ]?salms froni the 120thi to, tie 134th,
are called Ilsongs of degrees"1 or as most
modemn interpreters translate the phrase,
Ilsongs of tho going up," aud are believed
to have becs composed wîth refereuce to
thxe childreu of lsrael going up to Jerusa!em,
to observe their nppointed festivals; and as
the company to beguile tho tedium, of the
wvay, or at their restiug place, sang the
songs of Zion, w'e cannot doubit that thec
voice of Jcsus miuglcd lu their mnelodies.

Toward the close of our Saviour's 111e
one incident is recorded of poculigr iuterest
as conueecd withi this subjcct. Whcn lie
entercd Jemusalem previons to bis last pass-
ovor, aud hoe was rccoguizcd by fixe people
as tho delivorer promîsed to Ismacl, the il-
titude I«took branches of palm trocs and
wont forth te meet him, and cried Ilosan-
nah, blessedl is the king oflsrael that comoth
in tho naine of tixe Lord."> "Aud at the
desceut of the mount of Olives they began
(o rejoice and pi-aise Gad ivith a Zoud voîce,
for ail the mighty works that they had scen,
saying, Blessed bo tho king that cometh in
tîxe naine of tho Lord, peace la heaven, and
glory ln the hlghest." IlAnd Jesus entered
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