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7éle 'abbath ffico01.
LIEBSONS FOR JUNE,

FIRST SABBATII.
SU BT CT :-Prsnparaliait for recciving the

Livw,-Exodlus xix. 1-13.
SSmai is hetween the two guifs la whieh

the Red Sea terminates. liRobinson and
Staînlcy have shewîs vcry clearly that the
aecne of the glorious events described iii this
chapter and the 2Oth, is not that selectcd by
the nîonks but in tIse saie vicinitv. Tra-
dition in this, as in very mainy other cases,
is %vrong. Tise travellers mentionecî point
out a stene tîsat answers fuliy to tîsat de-
scril cd by Moses. The mountain peaks
rise f rom six to eight thousand feet. A
wide plain extcnds beîow-affording room
for the encampinent of the Israelitcs. 8mnai
froin Seneh, the acacia bush whichi abouinds
here.

Vv. 1, 2.-'rhe Israelites Iefî Egypt on
tlue I 5th day of the flrst mnonth, and reaehed
Sinai on tîse lst of the third nmonth-that
is in about 46 days. A few days of prepa-
ration wcre spent hefere the Meujnt, and
then on the 5Otît dav-l>'enterost-Jehiovah
delivered the Law.* The delivering- of the
Lawt, or Pentecost, was 50 ilays afrer the
Passover. It ivas on the day of Pentecost
ibsit the Old Testament church ivas favour-
ed with thc greatest and most wonderful
revelation of God and Ilis will. What
madle tluis day remarkable in the histery of
the New Testament church? Sec Ac(s ii. 1.

V. 3.- IIent tir unto Ged-into tixe eloud
whjch was tise sign of God's presence. Hoe
was te lic God's spokesmnan te the people
and tell the terms on which Jehovalh would
enter into covenant with thein.

V. 4.-Eag-les' wi ngs. Sec Dent. xxxii.
11, 12.

V. 5.-C6ot'enant-the national Cov'enant
promi.sing possession ot tIse IIoly Land on
condition of national obedience.

V. 6.-Knqdon& of prests, scpa'rated frein
other people, having access te God, scrviog

inîi 'vit! acceptance.
V. S.-The people ivere willing te aceept

God's terin, and enteir iuito the Covennt.
Vv. 9-13.-The Lord was te manifest

Ifimself in awful majesty and due prepara-
tien was te be made on the part of the peo-
pie. The washing of their elothes, and
other observances, were sigas of the purify-

ing of their hearts. The Mount wvas net te
be touched, te indicate the holiness of God.
Sec Heb. xii. 18.21. Tise scene that fol-
Iowcd was grand and awf nI : tIse thick cloud,
the sound of the trumpet, the meuintain
burning witlî fire, the thunder and lightning,
the signs aad tokeons of a preseat God I

LE8soNs.

1. lIow condescending on the part of
God to enter inte covenant with people who,
were but lately a nation of slaves! 1 Wc arc
slaves of sin, yet God, is willing to receive
us and inake ns partakers oi the benefits of
the Covenant of Grace.

2. The care of the cagle for its young,
of the bird for itts hroed, ail the love that is
on earth is but a faint shadow of the love
of God for Dis people and Ris care over
them. WVe should rcmember God's past
kindness, v. 4.

3. AIU the earth is God's, but wc, if w.
serve Ijîin, are I-is peculiar treasure, v. 5.
Sec 1 Peter ii. 9.

4. Christ lias mnade us kings and pricats
unto God. 11ev. i. 4.

5. Moses spake 10 the children of Israel
what God conimanded him. So must
ministers, toachers, and ail who speak for
God, be fithlful Io Him whe sends theai.

6. The people promised well, (v. 8) but
alas, how soon they forgot their vows. Let
us watch lest wc s1 îeuld falI like thein.

7. How awtul is Mount Sinai, whcre
God proclaims Ilis law! WVe dare flot ap-
proach Ilim there amid lightuings, thunder,
earthquake, thick darkness, and the sound
as of a trumpet. 110w then eau we approaeh
Godf For a reply sec Heb. xii. 24, &c.

DOCTRtINE.
We should prepare to meet God. Amoes

iv. 12; 2 Tiai. iv. 6; Matt. xxv. 1.3, &e.

SECOND SABBATII.

SUBJECT :-JeSUS teaches Io pray. Matt.
vi. 1-18.

The Pliarisees hoastcd of their rightcous-
ticss, and Jesus here exposes its hollowness,
first, i n thc nsater of A LM SGI1VI1N G, V V. 1-4;
second, with regard to rRAYE:R, vv. 5-15;
third, with regard to FÂSTING, VV. 16-18.
They gave their alins to be seen of ina;
tlîey piayed in public places that men niight
sec thern ; when they fasted they disfigurcd
their faces ttat aIl xnight know of their
fiîsting. Everything was donc with an cys
to effet-for show-for the praise of men.

V. .- la this verse read righteoiisnes&t
instead of alins. The waruing applies to
the thrc muanifestations of sirîghîeousness,
alais, prayer, fasting. We are not te per-
forai any duty muercly te win tise praise of
mn. Such a motive renders alais, prayer,
and fasting valuelesa ia the sight of od.

Alngsigis our duty towards our neigh-
bour; prayer, towards Qed; fasting. te-
wards ourselves.

V. 2.-Trumpet. Perhapp the Pharisees
soundcd a trumpet te, colleet the poor and
to attract rotice. The expression is proba-
bly figurative, rneaing-Peo net try te
draw attention when you givc alais. R.-


