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Rubo Wexford sat noaur the warm firo which was surroundcd
by a dozon men besido himacîf. He lad bcon thcro for hours
listoming to anecdotes of hunters' lives, evon adding to the
goneral fund with some of bis oxporieccs, but though his
companions coaxed and porsuaded hia, thoy could not prevail
on lim to faste liquor. This wvas something s0 entircly newy
thiat nxany a lauigl and joke was had at bis oxpenso. Ho
answered ail persuasions to imbibe in the samne way, saying
only, tgNot to.day boys, not to-day."

Whcn sunset cameo ho wvas stili in bis seat. Ho wanted to
go homo, lho wated te keep his promise, but ho thought ho
would wait awhile, and start later' se as; it would not look
to Rate tuo muuli as if hu -,vere giving in. Su thinking ho
Wcnt te a quiet (;orner by himolfaad lad nuL icen long there
before ho was atileup. it was cleyen u'çoek when le awoke
with a start., and said hurriedly:

IlWhat 18 it, Rate? '
A loud roar of laugîter breught lin te lis senses, and a

rough voice cried:
"flube, guess you have been dreaming."

«Yes," ho rcplied foolishly; I thougît my wife was
c ffling me.

Ho glanced at the dlock and said:
"lBoys, I must go.',
"9Have somothing beforo you icave," was tho gonoral cry.
tg ]o, not to-nigîit."1
Thon ho was gene. I-lis conscience smote him ns lie

trudged througli the snow. It would bie after two o1clock
whien hoe reached home. One thing consoled hin somnewhat;-
ho was sober. But would Kato bce in the cabin wliea ho
returned ? 0f course, aie must bce. Nothing short of
madness could tempt her te keep the rash vow she made in
the merning. Se thought flube. This was because be was
incapable of estimsting the great suiffering whichi ho had
csused his wifo.

On hoe weat until throu-h the stillness of tic night was
borne to his cars the sound of talliug waters. It proceeded
frein a spot Nvhioli marked the lf.way betwoen Pineville
and lis ownhome and was caused by the rivor's tumbling
down a steep descent of fifteea or twenty feet of rugged rocks.
Ris road at this point lay close te the river bank, and soon
ho was in viow of the cascade. As ho passed it hoe noticed
with a sort ef sindder how cold and dark the water looked as
it tumbled down. For thirty foot above the falîs thoro was
ne ico. Rt broko off abruptly, and the curront ruslied frein
boneati with terrible volocity. Beyond in tho meonlight
glistened an unbroken surface of clear ice for fully half a mile
beforo thore was a bond in the rivor's bnnk. The sight was
au old one te Robe, and ho psid littlo beed te it, but stalked
on silently, stili thinking of Rate and woadoring if the cabin
would be tenaatloss. Suddenly hoe stood stock still and
listened.* Msny an car would have heard nothing but the
sound of rushing waters. Rube's acnte and practiced learing
detected something more, and hoe feit instinctivoly for lis
ammunition and looked te the priming of his rifle. Thon
from. the distance the aound came again-a peculiar cr7,
followed by another and another, util they ended ln a
chorus of nnearthly yolls. flube muttered te, himsoîf ose
word-wolves-and stralned his eyes in the direction of the
curve te the river's edge. Tic cry proceeded frein that
direction and grew loudor every instant. Before ho ceuld
decide on a plan ofactien thero ahot ont frein tho bond in
the river what looked te hlm like a woman carrying a bondie
and skating fer dear life. She strained every nervo but nover

once cried cut. Nect came a wolf, followed rnpidly by
othora wvhicli swolled the 'pack- te a dozon, ail ravonoos.
yelping, snarling and gaining closely on their proy. Robe
raised.his rifle, flred and began te lond as; ho liad nover loaded
befere. The cries came nearer and nearer. Great Qed 1 the
wolves were opon the woman 1 It semed ns if ne earthly
hope ceuld savo hoi-, whien, quick as an arrow frein a bowv,
shu sworved to one side, the maddened brutes slid forwsrd
on their hind legs and sie had gained a few stops. Agaisi
tihe flew onward, and again sho tried the ruse of swerving
aside, the man on the bank la the meantîme flring rapidly,
and pi;iing off wolfe after wolfe. A fresh danger arose.
The weman evidontly did net sec the abrupt break la the ico
abeve the faits, and tho dark, swift current whicli lay beyond.
PerliapB slie was tee frightened te hear tho rushing waters.
On she w2nt, making straight for the falîs, tho wolves almost
on lier liedls, and tho ma's voice crying in-torrified accents,
as lie dropped on his knees la the snow.

ccRate 1 Kate 1 My God save her?"I
The womnn was on the brink of the ice, whon she muade

a suddon sweep te one side. Nesrly tho entire pack, unable
te check their mad fliglit, plunged inte tue water, which
carried thon swiftly over tho rocks, andi Kate Wexferd was
flying toward the river bank, where she foîl liolpless in the
saow, lier baby la lier arias, while Rubr,'s rifle frightoned the
remainder of the puriuers away. It was somo timo beforo
she could answcr hier husband's voice. When strength
enablcd lier te do se sic aroso feobly in the snew, hier resolu-
tion te go te lier father, as streng as evor, but flube took lier
hand, kneit dowa and said :

"K ate, bear with me for the last time. «As God is my
judge, Ishallnover again taste liquer. This nigit lias taugit
me a le:sson which I cannot ferget."

Kate believed lin and accepted bis promise. Thon tliey
started te Pineville, Robe carryiug the baby and more than
haîf carryingis wife. When tliey arrived thero Rate teld
lier parents tînt she liad been dying te show thein the baby,
and, taking advantage of thoeniconligit niglit, lad made tho
jeorney on skates.

Robe kept lis vow, the roses blooned again on Kate's
cbeeks, and te day a happy family of beys and girls feel ne
teucli of shamo as they look up witi pride te their father.

A Profession for Women.

31r. Higginson lias found oeo profession that is net ovor-
crowded, and that is pocnlinrly adapted te wemen. It is that
of nursing; and, after nnrrating the great difficulty
oxperienced in gotting assistance for thkaeoasepersen,
lie says, in the Woman's Journal: "9Good nurses are well paid,
easîly earning frein eight te fifteen. dollars a week, bonides
their board. The good they do te, their fellow-creatnres le
enoogi te satisfy the ntmest longing of the conscience; and
thoy eften win an amount of gratitude that secures for thera
life.long friendship. Their position is net. a meuli one--a
point on whicl thc American mmnd is se sensitive; they
usually rank as inembors of the faxnily, and are very apt te
mile thc family. On tic other lisnd, their werk is arduons,
oxiausting, and often repulsive; but se is much work, that
mcn havai te de, iacluding tie werk of tic physisan hlimseif.
Why ahould net the Helen Harkaesses of tIc world try thoir
lande at n ursing?"


