
102 Pyramnus and Tlti8be.

IR-een anticipation speecis
Swifter than those niatchiless steeds

Whichi Plîobus drives at equal pac with, time:
So the niaiden sighed. fo igt
Yet suie sighled. at thoughit of fliglît,

Rcstless îs one Iwlîo mcditates a crime.

But whien Proserpine's sceptre sway'd,
And day in niglit was lost,

The daring l3abylonian îuaid
Uer father's threshold. cross'd;

Nerved by conscious hielplessncss,
TJrged by ardent love no lcss,

XVith wingecl step, and beating pulse, she sped;
Braving niglit and parents' wra-.thi,
WToiidiîôous power that Eros bath!1

Slie passed thie gates, and froni the city fled.

And througli the dcsert niglit she hicd,
Tho' grimnnest torrors hover

Around eacli bushi the niaid deseried.
Uer thioughts twero of lier lover.

1ei" lit the dcsert iiighit
\itli her baf-ilo-%v'd silver light,

And guiided Tbisbe to the place suie sought,
WVhere, a limpid fouintain -igh,
Spiread a lofty niiultierry ;

But 01nlY sue iad. reach'd the apponlited spot.

At lengtli strange soumis lier car inipell'd,
And creeping fears encroacli

Loi ]iorror-stricken, she behield
A lioniess au)proacli ;

Stalking te the forest sprig,
rresli fri recent slaughtering,

Its shgyfront stili dripping -%vitli the gore.
St-artled by Thisbc's sudcn flighbi,
Slow it woke to -ývra.tlifiil igt

And; springinig forth, lier fallen inantie tore.

«WVhen slaked lier thirst, the lioiiess
Departed to ber lair,

Caie Pyramus, all cagernesa,
Nko Thishe found. lie thorae!

Wh1en ho inark'd upon the ground
Tiracks of savage be.ast, naid found

The welkonniantie, tom, anîd staind 'with <Tore.
1-l exclaiîned, "O wretchied 1
Have 1 brouglit thcee to, db 7-

This niglit, sluall sec iis twaiu, cross Letlies flood!

'With inortal wound hoe smote bis side,
AndI sank uponi the ground ;


