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birth they proclaim. Thatisthe reason why St. Augus-
tine cries out with .admiration : “ Who can this King
bo, so little, and yet so great, who spealis not et on
carth, and who already proclaims his lawsin tho
heaveas ? ' ’ .

Obedient to tho call of the new-born Saviour inviting
them to- salvation, Oaspar, Melchior and Balthassar
havo seen his star in the Bast and have come to.adove
him, :

Ivwas happy for them that they had hastened {o
eome; & few days later, thoy would not have found
him, for warned by an Angel of the persccution of
Herod, the Holy Family had fled into fﬂgyp’o. Every
body remembers the closing circumsiances of that
sublime pilgrimsge of all Christian generations to
the cradlo of their Saviour ; how the star first Ied the
wise men to Jerusalem, so that from the very lips of
the Doctors of the Law they might learn the precise
spot where the Redeemer was to be born, Fooblish
priests, they read in the Holy Books tLe sentence of
their own condemnation. “ The Saviour, say they, is
to bo born at Bethlehem, town of Juda,” and they
have not faith enough to go and adore him. *Unfort-
unate souls, dxclaims. St Augustine, that die of thiyst-
atter having shown to others the fountain of life ; they
are like those mile®tones along the highroad that
point out the way to travellers, and yet remain insén-

. sible and motionlags.” , ) ’

We also remember the anxisty which thess -tidings
caused lerod, who foared lo find & proiender to his
ill-gotten throne in the newly born XKing of the -
Jews. Insane fear that suggested the massacro of the
Innogents, and set the seal to his reprobation.

_ Listen to the touching addross of a Father«of the
- ‘Church, St-Fulgentius, ¢ O King, whence cometh

1hy trouble, and: why fearest thou ! That King, whose-
‘pirth the Magi-have snnounced, has not come to combat
L, iving, but to triumph by dying. If thou didst
. believein Him, thou woldst one day reign vith Him.

Although the Kingdom of this Child is not of this_
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