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Borkshiro and Essex Swino.

The following is tho desenption of the Berke«hire and

{tho cause, The discasois known o8 the ‘‘rot,” or the
“‘liver rot.” 1t is caused by the olntruction of the gall.
“duets by the flukes, which have entered them from the

Essex breeds as adopted by tho Natural Swino Breeders® stomach. The parasites aro taken into the stomachalon

Association of the United States at their mecting nt|

Iadianapelis
Berkshires,
Color black with white on fect, face, tip of tail, and an

occasional splash of white on the arm; while a small spot

of white on some other part of the body doecs not argue an
impurity of blood, yet it 18 to be disconraged tu the el
that untformuty of color may be attancd by breoders,
white upen the ear, ora bronze er vopper spol on soms
part of the body argues no impurity, but rather a ree
appearance of original colors.  Markinus of wlite other
than those named above are suspretons, and a pig <o mar} od
should be rejected.

Face short, fine, and well didhed 5 hrowd between the
cyes, Ears generally almadt crect, but  sometimes
inchning forward with advancing age; small, thin, soft,
and showing veine, Jowl fall.  Neek shost and thiek.
Shoulders short fram neck to nuddling, deep from baek
down, Back broad and straight, or a very little mehed,

Ribs ~Jong ribs well sprung, pving rotundity of body ;!

short ribs of good length, giving brewdth and feveluess of
loing, Hlips, geod length from powt of lup to ruwmp.
tiams tlnicL, round and decyp, holdue thetr thickness well
back and down to the hocke, “Tatl, tine and wnall, a2t on
high up. Legs, short and fine, but stearght and very
strong, with hoofs creet, loga set wide apart. Size, uedinm,
Length, medinm 5 extremexaro to ho avoided.  Bone, fine
and compact, Otfal, very lisht, Hair, fine and coft 3 no
bristles. Skin, phiable. “The Berkshiresare hardy, prolitic
and excellent nurses 3 ther meat 18 ot o superior quahty,
with fat and lean well nuneds

Esscx.

Color, black ; face, shott and dishing 3 ears, small, soft,
and stand erect while young, but coming down somewhat
as they get ase, carcasy, long, bread, deep and straght
ham, heavy and well let down 3 bong, fine ; carcass, when
fat, composed mostly of lard 5 hair, ordmarily vather thin,
The fattening qualities are very superior ; as hreeders they
are very profitu, and are fatr nurses,
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Thoe Liver Fluke.

The ** fluke " 1+ aparasite that inhabita the pail bladders
and gall-ducts of a large number of ammals. It has boen
found in the squirrel, the rablnt, hare, dog, sheep, deer,
ox, linrse, clephant, amd also i man,  Itas the 2aat Yoo

Y

Fig, lom FWll-Grown Flvkes
structive parasite that mtests the sheep, causing a disorl
er that carries off whole flocks, when the proper remedies
are neglected or unknown. The shape of the fluke istlat,
oval, with a thicker conical portion towards the head, and
flattening out like a leaf at the hinder part. In fig. 1are
shown some specimens taken from the liver of a sheep.
and in fig. 2, young flukes from the same animal ; these
are all of the natural size. Thiscreature ishighly organiz-
ed, and is provided with an intricate digestive and cir-
culatory apparatus. In figures 3 and 4, is shown the in-

Fig. 2.~Young I'lukes
testinal canal with the digestive organs. The rnouth is
situated in the conical head, and there is a second sucker
below the first on the under side of the animal.  Its nutri-
mentis derived from the bile of itshost.  Fig. 5 represents
the veins and other circulatory organs,

The sheep is the most seriously mfested of any ot tha do-
mesticanimals. The disease caused by the presence of these
animals in the liver has carricd off millions of sheep in a
year. Inone year 2,000,000 sheepdied in England alone, aud
many millions have died in a single year in Austialia and
South America. Many sheep yearly die in this country
from this diseasc, without any suspicion or knowledge of

with the food eropped in wet or marshy places, in which
they pass ono of the stages of their existence. If there
are but few tlukes, thosheep suffers littlo or noinconvem-
cnve from them, but if they are numceraas, they choke the
smaller ducts, arrest the flow of hile, and ivritate and in.
flame the liver.
which causes tho skin and eyes to become yellow, At
this stago the sheep thrives and fattens rapidly, and the
yellow color of the fat of the many carcasses of mu.ton
| that are sold in the market, is due to this bilious derange-
ment.  In a short time the sheep fails, the skin and eyes
i heeome winte and bloodless, a watery tumior appears be-
neath the jaws, the abdomen swells from dropay, the wnool
Ihecomes harsh and casily parts from the skin, aud after
'ingering wome tune, the sheep dies, completely rotten,
with every organ dizeased, A knmvlcdglo of the natural
bt tery ol paraute teaches a suuple Lad complete
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Fig, $.—Fig. L.—Digestive Organs.

reventive.  As the fluke passes the first stago of its ex-
istencein water, tho eggs voided in the dungof theinfected
sheon being hatehed therein, it is only in wet undrained
pastures, or in the neighborhood of ponds, that tho sheep
ean take theminto their system, Sheep that are pastared
on dry ficlds are exempt. Wet pastures and meadows
should thercfore be drained and freed from stagnant water.
Whers their presencein the sheep is suspected, a curo
may generally ho offected by administering the following
medicines, viz: 3 oz of saltpetie, 2 oz ground giuger, 1
oz carhonate of iron, (colcothar of vitriol), 2 1bs. of salt,
mixed with 6 quars of hot water ; to thismixtureisadded
6 ounces of spinits of turpentine, and the whole is Lottled
for use, in pint or quart hottles for convenience. A dose
iz {wo ounces or two table-spoonfuls of the mixture, well
ahaken, given in the morning before feeding 5 no food to
be given for thres hoursafterwards. Thedoa. is repeated
overy fourth day three times. A cow’s horn open at the
wall end, is convenient for giving the medicine, The
Inkes are never found in salt marshes and near the sea
ewast, and a regular supply of salt 1s an excellent preven-
uve in those cases where the use of low lamds for pasture
21n not be avouled,  The wide dist~"bution of the fluke in
“America is now & well ascertainea fact. It hes been
wated that it was nctnative to this country, and only

-xisted in imported sheep  Last winter tlukes were dis-

savered in the liver of the hace, and in that of the deer in
‘finnesota, and we have examncd a portion of a deer's
Ytver, in which more than a hundred o1 these parasites
were imbedded,  Fig. 6 is an aceurate drawing—hali hie
dre~—of 2 luke taken from a deer’s liver in Minnesota, by
Mr. Jozeph Batty, formerly connected with the Agreul-
tureet, aad an experienced naturalist, Numerous oth-r
| specimens were sent by hun to the Smithsonan Institute,
at Washun ston, for preservation. The fact that ths
. parastte abounds, should be a caution to owners of sheep
to be on the lookout for itsappearance in their flocks, The
srewent season having been ntore than usually rainy, has
‘uoeunfammmo one for ity jne.easz in low grounds, and
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Fig. 5=Vein System. Fig 6.—Fluke fiom a Deer.
it is probable thnt during the commg winter we may ex-
perience more than usual trouble from tlas cause. For-
tanately we have an unerring and timely symptom of the
d e 1n the al ¢ of the usual red color at the corner
of the sheep's eye, aud beneath the cyelid. When the
sheep  seen to be aling, and this sign 13 percaved, the
wbove remedy should be administered’ without delay, and
the sheep should have somo extra nutritious food, linseed.
ke meal being the best—American Agriculturist.

The sheep suffers firat from jaundice, !

Rain Water for Drinking Purposes.

Rain water collected from the farm buildings is not un.
suitable for either horses or cattle, and with reasonable
precautions, is not injurious.  The sickly, mawkish tasto
which distingws? '« it, is soon disreganded by animals in
the habit of drinkingt. Its brightness and purity aro
enhanced by keeping tho raofs clean, and especially by
having the spouts, hieads, down pipey, and cisterns cleaned
out at intervals of every few weeks,  Leaves lodging in
the spouts or cisterns often impart a dirtzr eolor and dis.
agrecable flavour to rain water. ‘I'o keep ont leaves and
other impurities, it is desirable that your ristern, whether
of lead, iron, stone, or brick, be cavered cither with stout
boards or with stone, which should be partially wovable
to admit of the cleansing just arlvised. It eonduces to the
purity of the water, and faclitates eleausing, 1t the cistern
or tank has near the bottom an opening from which thoe
H tur[ml residue can from tune to time be withdrawn,

For the conveyance of watcer over tolerably level sur-
 faces, iron gas tn_lm.xg of lor il}dl bore i% often preferred
rto lead piping: it is less expensive, cqually durable, and
ot hable to give off any porsoning principle to the water.
. Unless, however, water atands Ling in Jeaden pipes or
 e1sterrs, unless mortar and other such rubbish whish exert
a chemical influence on the metal arc in contact with the
lead, there isno fear of itz contaminating the water,—
North British Agrienlturist,
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THE SELECTION OF THE BCLL should be made with special
reference to the wants of the owner and the style of im-
provement which he desires. If ho selts milk, an Ayrshire
or Holstein will proLably be the best to ctozs with his
stock; if he sells butter, the Jerceys; if he wants working
oxcn, the Devons 3 while for stecrs, oxen or cows for beef,
or for general purpnses, the Short harns will be all thatean
be desired.

Tue Bzst Cros3 rrox Tie Berisuinr.—The question
having been propounded throuzh one of our cotemporaries,
“‘what is the best cross upon tho Berkshire?” the ques.
tioneris very properly answered by the Live Stock Journal
thus :—Tho ““best cross” is to k2 the Derkshire entirvely
alone as he now is. What is lus distinguished merit?!
Well-narbled, lean, tender meat, more suitable than that
of all other breeds for smoaked hams, shoulders and sile
picces.  Now, if you cross any other breed upon him, and
especially the Lasex, or Sullolk, or Prince Albert, you
sposl the Derkshire for hains and bacon. These small,
tme, fat breeds are good for salted ride pork, but are of
little value for smoked meat.  Besides, does the writer of
this article know how tho improved Berkshire and Essex
breeds were made ?  If not, hie had best study rato this
subjevt betore he writes any more nonsense upon 1t.

Hax¥p-FerpiNe oF CALVES.—Mr. A. L. Bradbury said,
at a meeting of Maine farmers, that some years ago ho
tosk two calves from the cows at two weeks old, and put
them on skimmed milk and potatoes, and fed two others
on the cows until thirteen wecks old.  The result was
that the hand fed calves so far ontgrew theothers, that he
had hard work to keep them from the butcher, while the
others he did not want. Thehand fed ones kept constantly
ahead of the others, and at two years old the smallest one
came n as a cow and measured more than six feet ; while
the best one fed on the cow was only five fect—Dboth having
had the same treatment after having been weaned.
Similar results followed other experiments of a similar
ckaracter, and proved beyond gn-stion the value of whey
and skimmed nulk for feeding to ealves. Whey alone, fed
to pigs, had proved that it was worth saving for this
purpose.

Sart 1¥y Avntat Ecovouy.—Common salt is, perhaps,
ane of the most valuable of the complementary food stuffs.
Ita presence is needed in almost all of the most valuablo

fluids of the body which are concerned in digestion. It
furnishes the hydrochloric acid of the gastric juice, and
the soda of the bile ; it is needed for the conservation of
the organic compounds’of the blood in their normal condi-
tion, and in this way is most valuable in preventing mor-
bid changes, whick give rise to disease; 1t hardens, and
renders the muscular and other tissues tense, and gives
vigorons tone to the health and system. In this way it
counteracts any ill effects that may arise from an excess of
potash salts in the animal’s food. The abundant presence
of salt in tho intestinal canal is hostile to almost all intest-
inal parasites; and it is also hostile to parasitic worms
which it cannot immediately reach, because it gives a vigor
to the health that is unfavorable to their development and
existence within the body. If, instead of getting food
scasoned with salt, as well ashaving the salt-cellar at tably,
to take as many Pmchc. from as we may wish for, wo had
to get all our salt by licking a picea of rock-salt, and ii,
morcover, there were several others belind us, who weie
impatiently pushing us out of _the way, in order to hae
thewr turn at the piece of rock-salt, we think it is very
likely that we should not get salt enough for our health,
and that many more of us would suffer from worms than
do now.-—Prairie Farmer,




