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from a field of about cighteen acres, and the
couutry papers are often found to contain
statements, in which name, lo! and conces.
sion are mentioned, where fifty bushels of
excellent wheat ave harvested to the acre.
Instances can be mentioned by the thousand
of such yiclds as 30 to 35 buskels to theacere,
and for barley, peas, and oats, there is no
couniry that will and does produce per aere
more of these so-called coarse grains, It is
not the fanit of the land or climate—it is
simply want of kuowledge, capital, and
above all, the low prices of produce, com-
bined with the high cost of labour, deter-
ring the Canadian hushandman from the ne-
cesswry draining, and the heavy expendi-
ture for manures that the English agricultu-
rist so freely lavishes his money on.  These
are causes that vender wheat growing liere
more precavious and less profitable than in
the mnother country. The fact that we sce
those heavy occasional yiclds so often
quoted, and at thesame time well know that
the average yicld often does not exceed one-
half ot one-third of thore quantitics, is due
to many causes, not at all the fault of Can.
ada generally, or the climate or soil, or it
want of adaptation to wheat calture. Ifa
man come to Canada with capital and com-
mence farming, fint purchasing the land,
then clearing it, and after waiting for many
years for the stumps to decay, thinks that he
can. with nothing but hired labour, make
farming pay 20 or 50 per cent.on the out-
lay. be will find his mistake. Under the
same circumstances and disadvantages, no
enterprise would, probably, be remunera.
tive. The pioncer portion is for the man of
no capital, comparatively speaking, except
his hands and health.

The comparison between prices in Canada
and England is of itself conclusive, In Ca.
nada the price of wheat averages about $1
per bushel of late, say within 12 years. In
England, the price will certainly average
$1 505 whilst farm labour in Canada has ave-
raged nearly 80 cents a day, and in England
probably not 40c.

In Canada we wused to complain most
grievously of injuries from rust, and I bave
often scen whole fieclds that would have
yielded 40 bushels per acre entirely des-
troyed by it. This was caused by peculiari-
ties not here necessary to enmlarge on, but
they have of Jate years heen so modi
fled that rast is butlittle felt or dreaded, and
generally the wet dripping  scason that
canses rnst is so bountiful in sections not
subject to it, that it bas ceased to be
dreaded to any great extent.  Twelve years
since we could grow the most productive
qualities of wheat, such as Soules, White
China, and otbers, from which forty bushels
per acre could with good farming be often
oblained. Now, and of late years, we have
been compelled to sow such wheat as will
ripen in July instead of August, and thereby
escape the dreaded ravages of the midge,
notwitlstanding our certain knowledge that

the crop will not exceed onc-half of other
varictics, We are now so certain in some
sections of destruction by mwidge to the
above best and most productive wheats, tkat
we consider it advisable to throw away one
hall by sowing unproductive sort:, and
thereby secure half a crop.

Canada i3 in no wa to blame for this.
When I first came bere there was no midge,
nor for many years afterwards was the first
imported. Inmany porlions of the carlier
injured paris of Canada, such as the frontier
townships on Lake Ontario, a most sensible
decrease in the midge and its ravages is now
felt.  Many are again growing Soules
wheat, and are consequently obtaining once
more heavy yields, and no doubt whatever
exists that the parasite that DProvidence
usually causes {e accompany all such plagues
has began to aszert its powers, and that we
are feeling the benefits therefrom.

But all these drawbacks are not due lo
Canada’s ceasing to have the power of pro-
ducing wheat, nor are they due to its so-
called rigorous climate. They are miore pro-
perly due to the importation from otber
conntries, along with emigration, of evils
originating and prevailing elsewhere, If
we were {o take any onc township, and ave-
rage the loss occasioned by the midge, it
would be most striking. There are in many
townships fully more than flve hundred
hemesteads. On anaverage, in each town.
ship of such a size, there would be grown
about fiftcen or twenty acres of wheat fo
eachfarm. We will say only fifteen acres,
which is below theaverage, and we will take
the yield of Soules wheat, or White China, at
an average, witl, good farming, and other
advantages, at the old yield of 30 bushelsan
acre, and compare it with our present yield
of spring and various sorts of wheat now
sown to eseape the midge, at say one-half, or
15 bushels per acre :—

500 homesteads of 15 acres each, 7,500 acres
area of wheat, at 40 bushels per acre,
old yield, 225,000 Dushels, at $1 per
bushel...... Ceeereaieenn 225,000

for our former yield, at present average

prices, This yield could now be easily ob-
tained generally, were it not for the necessity
of sowing wheat that will ripen cither in

July, before the midge can destroy it, or in

September, after its ravages are over.

Now, we will just divide the quantity ob-
tained by half, and allow that these wheats
aro of the same quality with those l'ormerly'
sown (which is really not the casc), and at
15 bushels per acre each township just loses

$112,500, which divided amongst the 500

farmers,would be the snug sum of about $228
each dead loss by midge alone, as all other
expenses are the same. In fact, the real loss
would be a great deal more; .8, werc the
$222 received each year by cvery farmer in
excess of his present receip’s, he would be
enabled to add to his farm all the modern
improvements and machioery, which in a

few years would enable him by force of cap-
ital to add greatly to his producing powers

The price of labour in Canada can ne -er
be much lersencd, for the reason so often
quated, and well known, namely, that almost
any able bodied man, rather than accept low
wages, will go to the woods, ard by bhard
work and some increased privation, for a
fow yoears, make » home for himeelf, and. in
addition, lIay *be foundation of a love of
home in the heavts of his sone—ard thus the
labour of the whole family i2 lost as labour
to thoge wlo hire.

It is gnite probable that, with the increas.
ing quantity of gold brought into circula.
tior, and the consequent increased value of
the bushel of wheat, combined with the cer-
tain increaged demand from the United
States, Canadian produce will in a few
years aitain a much higher value, whereas
the cost of production will continue about.
the same, or under favourable circum-
stances of good roads, and increased facifi.
ties of culture, may even be lessened to such
an extent as to affsrd better prospects for the
Canadian acriculturist, But let not emi-
grants adopt the ccroncous idvathat the natu-
ral wheat-prodiicing properties of Canada
are gradually le sening. The fact is not so,
ae witl be fully proved before the commence-
ment of 1850, when the advance of civiliza-
tion and means derived therefrom will have
more than doubled its present capabilities.
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Ditching and Draining-

These important items in farm management
cannot be too frequently placed before the
farming comniunity, Many are deterred from
underdraining on account of the heavy ex-
pense, altuough it may be safely affirmed
that the entire expense of underdraining land
is always returned to the farmer in the three
following crops, and often in the first.

Tiles are, of course, the best means with
which to form the water way, bus tiles are so
expensive that they are comparatively Jitlle
used. Good serviceable drains can be made
either with lumber, sawed for the purpose
into five wnd six inch widths, or even with
brash and poles ; in cither case, however,
the expense of the drains is heavy, and what
has its effect also, the work is hard and dis-
agreeable, and where the labour of a furm
depends on the furmer himself or on the mem-
bers of his family, it is difficult to get work
of that nature performed ; then again, to dig
drains properly is a trade, and requires con-
siderable experience aund special tools, and
rather than purchase the necessary tools the
farmer often loses ten times the value of them
in a single season.

Draining cannot be recommended too
strongly, but where draining caunot be done,
ditching can, and this is the second best thing.
Few farms require ditches of more than two
feet deep from the ndjoining level, and where
ditches are not deeper than that, the entire
work can be done with the plough and the



