POETRY.

HYMN

Drau i3 the haollowed worn to me
When villaga-bells awaks the day,
And by their sacred minstrolsy
Call me from earthly cares away,

Ard desr to mo the winged hour

Spent in thy hallow'd courts, O Lozd,
"T'o fecl Dovotion’s soothing power

And catch the manaa of thy word.

And dear fo me the loud “ Awmen”
‘That echoes thro’ thy blust abode—
That swells and sinks and swells again~e
Dics on the walls, but lives to God.

And doar the simple melody
Sung with the pomp br rustic artw
That holy, heavonly harmony—
Tho mesic of a thankful heart,

Insecret I havo often prayoed,

And oft the anxious tear would fall,
‘Till on *he sacred ultar laid

Tho fir¢ doscends aund dries themall,

Oft when the world with iron hands
Has bound me in its six days chain,

This burst them liko the strong man’s bands,
And st my splrit free again,

Go man of pleasurg—~strike thy lyra—
Of broken Sabbaths sing the charms ;
Ours is the Prophel’s car of fire
That bears us to a Father's arms.

AnNe,
Corawellis, August, 1840.

TARAPHRASE
0 the Proverbs iii. 16, 17.—By E. T. Pilgrim.#

¢ In harvight band islength of days, and in her left hand
are riches and honour; her ways aro ways of pleasant.
ness, and all her paths are peaco,”

Forry and dissipation lead

To scenes of human woe ;

Bince povesty and death thoy bring
‘On-imortals here below.

But ¢ Wisdom,” by her kindly aid,
Doth ¢ length of days,’ extend
And every comfort sheds on those
Who to her counsels bend,

Then let her be thy constant guide,
Who will thy joys increase :
¢ Her ways arc ways of pleasantness,
And all her paths are peace.’

]
CONVERSION OF THR HINDOOS.

The following pleasing tgstimony on this subject, was
borne by Rev. 3. Hirt, one of the missinnaries to Indta,
nt a May-meeting of one of the Missionary Societies, in
Lndoa,in 1834. Ought it not deeply interest any reader?

Flvidences of the Decay of Hindooism.—~Hindoofsm
has reeeived a wound—a deep wound —-which, thodgh
" it may be staunched, can never be heated: it bas re-
ceived & wouod which must be deadly,  There has
been a mira dug benesth the ramparts smgl the cita-
del of Hindooism : we wait only for the springing;
but we want men to davance, like Joshua's army.

* From the Church of Eogland Magazine,
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’down.

As proofs of what [ have said to the Hindoo Sys.
tem, { will allude to twe or threo things ae related
by Ofr. Lacroix, at @ mceting io Bongal.  Me, La-
croix had a particulur advantage in speakirg on the
spot : he could say, ¢ f appeal to you, if whet [ am
saying is not what your own observation confirms.”
Ou the present occasion, I cunnot do that to any'éx-
tent; but there may be many here who have been
in India, and I shull be happy to ask them if they tan
rebut a single statement whicl: [ am now alout to
make.

As g proof that the Hindoo System is decaying,
there neveris, or very rarely, a new temple erected
in that Jand : 1 d) not say that there is no such
thing, but it is a rare occurrence: for but one new
{temple built, there arc scorcs in ruins. This needs
no commentary : it carries its meaning on its front,
and he that runs may read. For what would you
sy of the state of Christianity in this country, if]
you saw no new plsces erected, and if the places
erected by the piety and patriotism of your ances-
tors were going to decay : and, ir a short time, it
will vanish away.

Another point is, the circumstance, that many of
the Hiundoo Colleges—I do not now spesk of the Col-
leges supported by the British Government, where
English Literature is taught, but of the Native Hin-
doo Colleges, in whichihe Shusters and sll their ne-
tive literature are studied—are closed for want of
students, and mas,y others are in a stats of decay.
Nudea and Santapore, the Oxford and Cambridge of
Hindoo Literature, which fowerly numbered from
8000 to 5000 students every year, have not now as
many hundreds in their establishmenfs. I mention
ed this in conversation with a Gentleman, high in
the Civil Service, and one of the Board of Education
at Calcutta, and he corroborated it in this way :--
He had heard that the fact was so ; and the Board
of Education wasso impressed with it, that a Com-
mittes was appoioted by that Board to investigate the
atate of things; and-they found that the feuntain .of
Hindocism was almos:-dried up, and (I use his own
words) the Brabminical aystem a Pauper Establish-
ment, At this day thers are not more than (rom
300 t> 400 students in those very places, vhere from
3000 to 6000 students used to graduate. This is a-
nother fact, on which Ineed not comment
I will now advance to another point equally clear;
viz. the light in which the Brahmioical Order is re-
garded in that country. There was & day when the
Brahmin was sought sfter with the most fawning and
cringing adulation ; when his curse was dreaded as
the severest affliction which could befall an individu-
al or a family. [ cannotsay that in every case that
state of things had passed away ; but there-are thou-
sands s0 far set free, that they neither cdu@t the
Brahminical Blessing, nor deead its Curse. The
Brahmins are less supported by the offerings of Hin.
doos than Jormerly; and hundreds of them bave been
tonstrained to change their craft, and, for want of
food, to devote themselves to sgcular émplpynfent.»
God hath famished the idols out of the land ?

The value of the Seriptires.—~The Jewish Nation,
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highly as it was privileged, was soppesed, by an jn-
spired Apostle, to have ohtained the crowripg point,
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above evéry otber, becatse fhat chiefly ubto them
were committed 4he Oraclesof Gods =~ °

v ve

#

irial
{




