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advise the habitant to bewarc of trusting too much to one
erop. My good friecnd Dr Roas, of the Legislutive Couneil,
never addresses an asscwblage of farmers without advising
them ‘“ not to put all their eggs in one basket’ : and he is
quite right.

THE POULTRY-YARD
Tue Wiite Mixorca.

I have been wondertog why so httle has been said is our
poultry department conoerning the White Minorca, [t must
be beoause the breed is not yet widely enough kaown for its
maay good qualitics to be fully appreciated, as fauits it has
none, that 1, as yet, have becn able to discover, In cgg pro-
duotion it is equal if not superior, as some assert, to the
Leghorn, and beiog from one-fourth to one-third larger it is
of course more desirable as a table fowl.

Like the Leghorns the Minoroas are exceedingly aotive in
their habits, good foragers, energetio. and what the darkies
call ¢‘shifty.” This renders them easily kept, on a short allow-
ance of food in all moderate weather, und makes them healthy
apd hardy. As to symmetry of form. beauty of plumage,aand
grace of oarriage, the Minoroas are all that can be desired.
1 have a pure white cock that is the prettiest thing in the
shape of a fowl that T have ever seen. He seems fully aware
of his good looks, holds himself proudly erect, and strats
back and forth as though on exhibition continually. His
snow-white plumage is especially noticeable for its long and
abundant hackle and sadile feathers, which fall in graceful
and glistening points over the shoulders and back, droppin:
one or two inches dowa cither side. His oomb is single, up-
right, well serrated, and of a beautiful coral red ; carlobes,
smoath, olose fittiog, and so white as to appear pearl-tinted ;
wattles, thin, pendulous, and of a olear bright red —formiog
a lovely contrast to the glistening whiteness of his plumage.
The breast is round, full, and promiuent ; tail, large, well
expanded, and carried upright, with lobg and beautifully
ourved sickle feathers, Shaaks and thighs are of medium
lcogth, stout 1o bone, and in color white or slightly pinkish
Shanks and fect clean and free from feathers. Aitogether,
the bird is quite stylish aod clegant in appearance. The hen
of the White Mioorca appears larger 1o proportion thun the
male, being loog bodied, deep-breasted, and »f a substaatial
buid generally, and though she does not attempt quite so
maony faocy points, is really very hacdsome iu form, and
graceful in movement, Her comb resembles the Leghorn in
its sidewise droop, and with ber searlet wattles and white
carlobes, forms u pleasing contrast to her milk-white plumage.

Since I have kept the Minorsas on the farm, where they
have had unlimited range and a great variety of food, the
heas, while still great layers, now and then show a disposition
to sit. This spring I allowed one that privilege, simply as an
cxperiment. and afterwards gave her a pretty brood of chicks
which she did 1.~ duty ty most admirably, provieg an atten
tive and affcctionate mother 20d wot offering to desert them
till the proper weaning time. Iodeed, after what I have seen
of the White Miooreas, I would not be afraid to trust to them
as a dependence for raising chicks for home use, that is, after
kecping them under favorable conditions for a year or two.
The hens too would be so much more satisfactory to keep all
the year round, on accoant of not being such inveterate brood-
ers, or 50 difficult to break up whea they do take 2 potion to
sit,

When we consider the weight of the Minorea---the stand-
ard for the adult male beiog cight pounds, and the female six
and one-half pounds—1I don’t sec why the chicks would not
answer as brouers for family use. They would require a
httle lopger time 1n growing than some of the heavier breeds,

but we might hatoh them oarly. and if fed so as to produce
rapid grawth, their flesh would be tender and juisy, of & fine
grain and an excellent flavor,

The ohicks scom to stand the ocold wonderfully. Liast
spring I had some hatched in our big snow storm, and they
were kept for weeks afterwards in a house without fire and
s0 open that the smow drifted in continually ; yet the tiny
white birds lived through it all and were as lively as crickets.
"They feather out rapidly like the Leghorns, and at two weeks
are well clothed. trim and shapely. The pullets mature early,
and I fully expeot inine hatohed in March to begin liying
before the summer is over, thus comiog in when adult hens
are moulting.  An acquaintance of mine living in towa kept
six White Minorea hens last wioter and says they furnished
her small family with cggs all the time ; and although they
have tall staule combs like the Leghoros, yet I find that
keeping thews up duriog the severest weather prevents their
suffering from frosted combs. The poultry house is not
heated either.

There are many persons like your correspondent, T. F. E.,
who ¢ would preter to make eggs the wain consideration, and
the table poultry to be sccondary.” To such, it seems to me,
that the White Miaorea, kept of course nader the proper
conditions, would come nearer giving satisfuction than almost
any other breed. As H 8, B., on the same page, truly says,
it is unwise to expect the best layers to be first-class table
fowls ; but [ am very sure that the prolific cgg production of
the Minoroa wouald more than compensate ooe for the lack of
weight in the young cockerels. 7the vggs of the White
Minoroa are of u fair size, nearer spherical than those of any
other breed I have ever seen, and of a chalky whiteacss,
beiog distiogui-hable from both the L-ghorns and the Blaok
Minoroas.

The Black Minorcas are quite as desirable for laying pur-
poses as the White, but according to my expericuce do not
make as good broeders. 'Though indeed, mine bave bad but
little opportunity in that line ; the hens arc so exceedingly
fractious that I ncver let one stay on the nest loog enouca to
sce what she would do. They are the kind that like to catob
your arm through a thin sleeve and give it a tweak and twist
at the same time ; while the White, though a little pervous,
are not pear 80 pugoacious. Lest any one should thiok that
I am not wholly disinterested 1a praise of my pets, 1 will add
that I have no fowls for Lale. A PARMER'S DAUGHTER.

Country Gen'leman.

Darrying in the Province of Ontario.

This progressive province contatos two dairymen's associa-
tions —an castern and a westers—and a creamerics’ associa-
tion. The former two have been in existence 1) years, the
latter 7. From the latest anpual report of these assosiations
we quote from President Eager's address at the eastern. Hus
advice is suited o the United States. and isie line with
much that has been said io the Couniry Genlleman :

* Never in the history of our country have the farmers receiv-
ed so much of the astention of the legistators and cconomists
as at the prescat time. Both the provinoial and federal govern-
ments are doing all in their power to assist the farmers in
every way that they possibly can, but we as dairymea should
not depend too mach on government help. We should rely
upon ourselves, The sure road to suoccess 18 having confideace
in our ability te soive the difficult probicms thai orop up ie
our business from day to day. The sccret of omr success
is to discover the forces and tendencies about ug, and tarn
them to our use. Maoy people spead their time opposiong and
bewailing the cbanges that come up 1n their business, and
thus waste their streogth fighting against the 1nevitable.
Others with a finer instinot discover the power that lics in



