l‘ombla’.,‘ ffthey'.t.‘ ascended ‘the river to “Honda‘,-
pausing ‘en rormte, near the moul:h ‘of‘the -
,Na. '8, to: change vessele almd to sketch the'
. Bodega, w-hieh is the’ soliﬁa.ry port o! “that
Triver

tmnks serve for maklng ra.fts

poor remnants of: forost wh.loh partly. ‘cover
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A DROVE OF PECCARIES

attacked by ﬂre

E clties of Colom.lna., built on a hill protecbed
sworn to- bum them to the. utmost tree to get

by the Magdalena. ﬂowmg in sw1tt ra.pids
betore the city a.nd by two torrents tha.t
neur be:.ule itin pa.na.llel lmes mto the Ma,g-
L ’a.lena.' 2 clxty almost girt: by rushing ﬁoods
rrom which re.oun.ds perpetually the! savage
. of ‘their headlong course. - To the south- -
ountams withspeep _.bare mdes of

- the sky. glowing red - from countless fires,

“that" can be " imagined and -other cactus

< SWarm over ‘the ground.

seomitng to Tést in 'the base ot‘a mn-

shon'es off the Ma.gda.lena. ‘are. covered with!’
: lanta.tion.s of ba.nenas, which entcr largely:zt, ] ‘

- An attempt had: been made to, construot
: in: ; - road. over great, spe.ces, Wlnch ha.d 'however
ing: the mouth of the Rio Magdelena,’in Co-.. cacho, they a.re elso an~a.rtrclc of commerce,i ’ given way, At noon one’ da.y thcy rea.ched
by, no- mee.ns unimportnn.t, and b:\na.na‘
g e thence every strewm ﬂowed toward the Orl-

Bamboo clumps sta.nd ‘suecessors. to the-

prlmeva.l forest on; the river, ba.nhs and the:

‘Honda they fcund ane of the most ancient ‘the: nezgthbormg mmmta.m stdes are danly

. the. ‘unknown,’.

- the ailigator held him still. o
_ed, waited ‘an - instant before firing at the

" caged beasts,
. struck the crast oI a submerged b10ck and‘
“was hurled- ba.ck ma.ny feet, Once t’hey wera

plotghland. At night the scene is meosing"

* Fortunately the *Andes are ‘immensge, a.nd:
thclr rich” forests. are sca.rcely hurt,” * Fur-.
" {heér- yet; above’ Honda prlekly pears large;
as our apple trees, with woody: trunks a foot:
through ma.ke a-bizaire forcst the thornlest_

‘ple.nts bearing “great ro.»o—colored ﬁowersj-

From Nelva the travellere etarted for the'-

the summit “of the Cbrdxlleras, end ﬁ'om

noco. *
The river was reached ln saﬁety, but aftet g
their raft ‘was® built! they “were: desertcd by ¢

"all'the . natives, except the felthful Apa.ton.j}-
- The most extravagant. offers of Técompense: -
did. not' tempt them ‘to brave the terrorsof. -

- And their . fca.rs sce!med, S
justified by the- evemt for scarcely-iere.the " . "

.explorers embarked upon:the mountain tor- -~ .

rent, ‘when' their.raft was torn ‘asunder fn .~ .7

", ‘the first of the numerous .and da.ngerous ra- .
. pids through ‘which they were <whirled at * = - -

llghtnmg speed Clothing and baggage had:
then. to ‘be'dr ied, and the.strong witheo that
bound together the logs of their ‘frail trans- .

port were replaced. : Their voyage -in. the =~

upper part of the river was a succession -of

. _perilcus descents of rapids;’ and of hazardous:

escapes. Stmgm:g insects, more venomous'-;

. than: the mosquito,” often robbed. t‘helr nights
" of sleep, and as the. current became - less:con=
" tinuously. - violent the - grea:t ca.ymans made,” :

their appeamnce basking on the, rocks "

+“No ‘South-American: journey-is- comzylebe-}f
- .without an’ advemture with thiese reptllee and. -
|5 - the'scientists met theirs promptly.’ A’ pierc- :

S ing shrlek from Apatou froze the1r=. blood
i 'a,nd* their’. hair* Tose ‘as’ they sa.w hlm. disap e
i~ . pear ynder the water, ‘For an’instant there = . -
. “was'breathless silence, then a hand appeared. "
DU vfclenched on a line: tha.t dragged from the end
.. - of the raft. This Was selzed ‘and: heuled in,
e Apa.bou s face’ appee.rlng an’ inetamt express-
ing. extreme egony His faint vmce could».

utter only, .'Ca.lman' Caiman?’ (alligator).”
Instantly he was' seized by the shoulder, but
Lemnmes arm-

creature, but just as Apa.tou was fxee, a.nd. '
the moneter in the act of sna.ppmg ‘the doc—

" tor's‘hat tha.t had. fallen into’ the water, a

ball entered. at last. I-Iapplly the poor fel-
low's "leg was seized only by vhe alhg'ltors“
front- teeth, and at it’s least fleshy part; a
little firmer grasp and no human force could

have freed ‘him, and at best he ‘would have S

‘been cnppled for many weeks.
“No further excltcments arose unul the' voy-

“agers found themselves in a gorge hemmed
inat each. sule by samdstone walls.

Sub-
merged rosls prodcct in ‘Places from the

,bemk and force back the watér boiling and

seethmg in eddies tha.t roar like: so.many
From time ‘to time the ra.ft :

dragged toward a progecting rock ‘Ivery-

‘ t‘hdng on the 1'a.ft must be swept off or crush- .

. ‘ed'under the roof of stone, and the voyagers .-
: : " . were on the verge of being sw: "Lllawed by the

Thc nlat.lves scem ‘to ha.ve '

homble whlrlmg flood; when Apatou, admir-
a.nle in-his’ coolness, bra.cing his pole agaunst

‘the’ ‘Toek above his head; by a. superhuma.n L
’- -feffort swung the raft far away :

.After this the’ Guaya.bero proves one long
ecerne of monotony “There- is - always the
same ‘regular ourve;’ alu ays the same herons,
swans and ibis dwell on the banks, the lat-
ter paeing the sand’ with measurcd tread

.bea.rlng ﬁhcmselves like Sp’mish monks and

grave signors clad in black With white waist-

_coats. Legions of gull; live.on theedge of .-
the ehore in the nedghberhood of huge all- e




