THE ENQUIRER. o

In the aforesaid work the author vidicules the several preten-
sions to & high untiquity and to un henourable origin, to which
many Freemasons lay claim. It seems, that some of these say
they were founded by those fraternities of masous who rebniit
several cities in Palestine during, the Crusades, and who were the
fabricators of + ar beautiful Gothic Churches: others ascribe their
institution to our King Athelstan, the Grandson of the grest Al-
fred; who, having sent over to the Continent for the most able
builders that could be engaged,; gave them a charter and a code of
luws peculiar tp themselves; whilst many more claim a descent
from the builders of Bolomon's famous Temple. To all these,
M. Le Franc replies, that it is clear, from their own confession, as
well as from ¢very ather circumstance, that their Luilding is of &
mere emblemutical tature ;. their profession being to erect temples
for the protection of virtwe, and prisons for the reception of vice.
1t appears,. thut of late 'years, many wembers of this society, and
amongst the rest the celebrated Count Cagliostre, maintained that
- the strictest couformity is to be found between the mysteries of
Freemasonry and these practised in the worship of Isis, aid that,
therefore, the former were to be traced up to a very remote period
of autiquity, and to the country of Egypt. For whatever learnin
there.is in this account, Le Franc says, that Cagliostrois indebtcg
to the publication .on this subject of Monsweur Guillement, o
learned Mason, He is us far, however, from admitting this as the
vther geneulogies of the society in question. On the contrary, he
says it papnot be traced higher than the fomous irreligious meet-
ing of Trevisan, Ochin, Gentilis, Lelius, Darius, Socinus and
others, at Vicenza, in 1546 but it is to Faustus Sacinos, be ae-
serts, *hat the preper fonndation of Freemasenry, us a hidden and.
emblematical system of ‘equulity and deism preperly helobgs.
This artful and indefatigable sectary, having seen Servetus burat
by Calvin‘at Geveva; for maintsining. only » part of his system,
and finding that the Protestant and Cathelic states were equally
hostile to its reception, is suid to have concealed it under emblems
and mysterious ceremouies, together with ‘certain dreadful oaths of
secrecy, in- order that,;whilst it was . publicly preached amapgst
the people in- those. Proviuces .in whick it was, tolerated, it mjght:
silently steal, especially by means of the Jsarned 2ad the opuleuss
iuto other conntries, in which an open profession- of it would then! -
have couducted te the stuke. . The propagution of “this systemiis
stated 1o huye been veiled under the-enigwaficel term ofbuilding:
atemple, < the- Jength of which,” in the tets of Freemasonny,
s was .to extend fram the vepst to the west, snd the breadth of i
{ram the north to the south.”. Hence the piofessars of it are fusi
nighed with the several justiumenty-of buildiog 3 the tromelinthe.
wullet, the.square, the. level,-the plumet, &e,. - This sccobints
the nwme of Masons, which they have adopted, «As to the epilef



