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Oh! how sweet the hour when youth is smiling,
And all arvund us seem like fairy things,

And whispering hope is still beguiling
The wanton hours thut fluat on golden wings;

While each new moin that dawns new pleasure brings ;
‘The breezy mountsin, or the flowery vale,

Or the green wood—where sweet and gaily sings
The bird, whose song floais sofily on the gale,
Spouking oune never-ceasing, gay, and joyous tale.

Wiile fancy still the future can pourtray
In visions pleasing ard so mulély fair,
Though glad tho present, yet we wish the day
So raughtwith joyousness, so void of care ;
“We sce no darkness in-the distance there,
But sons of Paradise and Eden flowers
Loading with perfume all the balmy air,
Fields ever-green and sweetly shaded bowers,
Where calmly yetsh.ll glide the pensive noontide hours.

Wath heart all gladaness and extatic feeling,
We gaze in youth upon the deep blue shy ;
A balm lethargic o’er the senses stealing,
Lost 1a this dream of dim futurity 5
While fancy sull new visions can supply,
Rusing in wonder "neath her magic waad,
Aagehie tirungs in distance wo descry,
Earaptuted, wandering o'er the flowery land,
By thie suit udurous Lrcezes of Llysium funnad,

Oh! ever pleasing hours, when hope displays

Life’s opening spring in colours to the eye 3
Lovelv, yet varying as the evening's rays,

With darkness Llendiag in the summer <ky
Oh! wero those visions never doomed to fly :

Ah! soon, 100 soon, will clange the pleasing scene,
And the dim future that we wish draw nigh;;

Fade will the beaaties but in embryo s~
\nd night unlovely roll its sable veil betwe -n

For as the hour of promised bliss draws nigh
Do fancy's visions on thesr pinions fy ;
Nu sunbeam cheets us in the da.kened sky,
No fragiant flowers bloom benuteously
‘The bloom of joyous youth is gone, and we
Will mourn to see our fairest hopes depart,
Depart, like cvening shadows on the seay
Leaving a voud uround the cheedess heart.
W hb cun wahout regict wah all the clierishe ! pare?

Yet is the hour when heaven seems smiling sweet ;
When joy un every gontlo breezo is borue,

Aund heaven-born hope, with every bliss replete,
Beguiles the days its brightest beams adorn

Youhs sosy hours and love'’s bowitching morn,
L:fe’s brightest sunrise, joyous and fair;

Ere yet ths heart—the pure young heart is worn
Tn life's wild tumuli—and, all void of care,
Pours fousth 1 fiest wild burst of ardent feeling there,
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' CHRISTIAN RELIGION DEMONSTRATED
DIVINE.

CHAPTER XLVLIS,

THE THIRD BOOK OF SAMUEL;

OTUERWISE CALLFD

THE TIHIRD BOOK OF KINGS.

Chapter 10.  The wisdom of Solomon, so admired

"and praised by all, is but an emblem of that of Christ.
Chapter 11, Verse 13,  One.tribe, besides that of

Juda, his native tribe, D. B,

i Verse4l. ‘¢ The book of the words.” ‘This bodk is

! lost, with divers others mentioned in holy writ.  Ibid.

| Chapter 12. Verse 15, “And the king condescended
not to the people ; for the Lord was turned away from
him, to make good his word, which he had spaken in the
'hand of Abias, the Silonite 10 Jeroboam, the son of
: Navat.” Sce chap er 11, verse 30, &c.

In the present instance we seo how God visits the
!sins of the fathers upon the children; also how man can
"do"nothing wel! and wisely, without the inspiring grace
tof God; How Gud turas justly the wiltul designs and

actions of blind and sinful man to the iuscrutable ends

land purposes of his own infinite wisdom; How careful
therefore we should be never by our misconduct, to make
“the Lord wrn away from us,” as he did, in the present
instance, from Roboam,

Verse 20. % Juda only.” Benjamin wvas a small tribe;
and so intermixed with the tribe of Juda (the very city
of Jerusalem being partly in Juda, partly in Benjamin),
that they are hete counted but one tribe. D.B.

Verse 28, * Golden calves” Tt is likely that, by
making bis gods in .iis formz, he mimicked the Egyptians;
among whom he had sdjourned ; who worshipped their
Arts and their Ostris under the form of 2 bullock. [bid.

Verse 29, ¢ Betheland Dan.”  Bethel was a city of
‘.lhc tiibe of Epliraim, in the scuthern part of the domi-

uivns of Jeroboam , about six leagues from Jerusalem.
Dan was in the cstremity of his dominions, to the nosth;
in'the confines of Syria. Ibid.

Chapter 13, Verse 18, **An angel spohu to me,”
y&c. The old man i Bethel was indeed a prophet ; but
e sinned, in thus deceiving the man of God ; tlie more,

because he pretended a revelation for what ho did.
1bid.

VYerse 24, ¢ Killed bim.” Thus the Lord ofien

punishes his servants here that he may spare them here-
cafter; for the genuiality of divines are of opinion that
. the sin of this prophet, consideted with all its circum-
stances, was not mertal.  Ibid.
. * Obedience,” honever, is declared by Samuel, ¢ bet-
,ter even than sacifice.” 1 Kings, 15,22, Tor as by
;disubedicncc wo fall, su by vbedicace we must rise. Dy
idisobcdicncc we fall agein under tho dominion of him,
" who, o3 St. Peter says, ** goes about like u roaring lion,
;sccking whom tu moy devour.” 1 Peter, 5,8. Of
which spinatual misfortuue the proplict’s fate was a figure.
% Chapter 14. Verre 16, ** And the Lord will give up
fsrael for the sins of Jeroboam, who bath sinned and
wake Tsracl tosin.”  Hence it uppears that in this life
the crimes of princes often draw down hicavy judgments
jfrom God upon themselves and their people.
¢« Verse 19. ¢ The book of the words of the days ol
ithe Kings of Isracl.” This book, which is oficn men-
"tjoned in the books of Kings, is long since lost.  For, as
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to the books of Paraliponmcnon or Chronicles, (whict
the Ifebrews call **the words of the days?) they were
certainly wiitten afier the book of Kings ; since they
frequently refer to then. D, B, ’

Chapier 17. Verse 10, 11, &e.  The ieproduction ot
the widow’s handful of mea!, and cruise of oilyis embles
maticai of the exhausiless reproduction of the Eucharist
lioliest of holies; the living bread, which comes down
from heaven;” to feed the mmates of the widow’s hoise;
the children of the Gentile Church of Christ; during
the dread famine that every where else prevails.  Elias,
unlooked for, and persccuted by his kindred, brought
salvation to the house of the poor widow of Sarept:"uz,
who 1eceived him ; as Jesus Christ, réjected by his bre.
thren, did to tho church of the Gentiles.

Verse2l. % And he stretchied, and measyred himseif
upon the child thice times,” &2., alluding thus with out
st :tched arms to the figure of the savirg sign, the cross ;
and by thrice repeating this ceremony, 10 the concurrent
operation in the restoration of man to life eternal of ke
three persons of the adorable trinity.

Chapter 18. Verse31. ** And he took twelve stones,
according 1o the number of the tribes of Jacob,” &..
The twelve patriarchs were, as we observed before, the
carnal fathers of the people of God ; the twelve apustles
are their spiritual fathers. On these lasy, as on twelve
stones, is built the ultar of the Liord, the church of Chriss ;
in which supremo worship is offered in sacrifico to the
deity. On the former was bu.Jt the synagogue, the tem-
poral figure of Messiub’s church,

Verse 83. ¢ And laid it on the wood.” The victim
to be offered, was, liko the Saviour, {whom every vicum
insome sense or other represented,)**laid upon the woud."
He was laid upon the wuod of the cross.

Verse 31. The fuur buckets of waler.represent the
purifying water of baptistu, imparsted 10 mankind in ali

the four quarters of the globe. The water was thewce
poured out, because poured vut in the name of the nosi
Ulessed trusuy,—when all dhe water is poured out, whew
all, in every quarter of this world, that are 1o be savew,
are Tinally baptised ; when the number of the elect is
completed, when “ the trench round about the altar 1s
filled wah water ;" then will descend the final all con-
sunung fire; and all at last shall know *¢ that the Losd
1s Gud,” v. 39, and the wicked shall bo destroyed, hike
the priests of Baal.

Verses 43, 44.  We find hete again the number secen
used in its mystical sensc.

Chapter 19. Verse 8. * In the strength of that fuod,”
&c. Thisbread, with which Elias was fed in the wildes-
ness, wasa figure of the bread of life, which we receive
in thy blessed sacrament; by the strength of which we
are 1o be supported on vur journey through the wildes
ness of this wotld, till we cume 1o the true muuntain of
God, and his vision in a bappy oternity. D. B.

Verse 10. ¢ [ alone am left,”  Viz. of the prophets
in the kingdom of Ysrael 5 or of the ten tribes ;5 for in the
hingdom of Juda religion was at that time ia a very fluu-
rishing state under the kings Asa and Jossphat. And
even in fsrael there remained several prophats, though
not then known to Elias, Sece Chapter 22, 13, 2§, 35.
[bid.

Verse 11, ** A preat strong wind before the Lord,
overthrowing the mountains, and breaking the rocks in
pieces,” &e. This wind is tho preaching of the gospel,

which subducs the loftiest dignitaries of the earth to the



