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Marriagres, tlunerals, parties, and the like, is, takiug the'road t&i
bankrt.ptcy and dishonesty; aud usilg the most effectuai ineasures
to ruin his family as 'well as himself. The question is, too often
asked, «What will the worid think if 1 do net do as others do,
and incurthis, that, a.nd the othei' expeinse?» If you canuiot
do so without, 1 wvill not say consurning the ineans wvhich God
requires you as a faithiful steward to devote, te lus cause and the
enterprises of charity, for that is net fashionable to, take into,
account, but without failing to ineet your business cngagement
and pa.y your debts, ýou are'a dishionest mnan, and, wh'atever pro-
fessiotis you make, are utterly unworthy of the naine of Christian.

.Preachers of the Gospel are sometimes tramnielled ini their
efforts. of asefulness by this fear of the charge, of Eccentricity.
That is te say, the attraetiveness., point, and power of preaching
ae ixnpaired by wvhat have been regarded as " puipit proprieties,"
though -propagated by the fashion plates of the Enemyo sus
As a general diing our preaching is. most deplorably inefficie11t,
coinpared 'with what the exigencies of perishing souls require it
to De. I fear that the true apostolie earnestness, directness, and.
feeling -%vhiehi should characterize. the preaching, of the Gospl,
would be considered dreadfully eccentric in ma.iy congregations
and by a large proportion of church-goers. Far be it fromn ie t
advocate unusual sayingé s and doings for the sake of singul«,,rity;.
bat if doing what Christ and lus aposties did, and ail successfül
iou.l-savershv done, bv-ings upon. a minister the charge of
Bcceuitricity,'he ought te be more than wviIing te bear it. The,
weeping, Jeremiah, the vehemient Ezekiel, the thundering Johin
and James, and the tireless Paul would be considered eccentrie.
by maay so-caiied 0,hristians 110w; naýy, se would their Master-
himseli' if lie were te cerne agrain, setting at naughit the quibbles.
of Riabbis and those niatters, of no value which "have been.
assoeeiated with religion. Spurgeen, Peter Mc Kenzie, Talmag,
Moody, and nearly ail our most successful meni are considered-
eccentrie by many. But, would you, therefore, ext.inguish the.
individuality of 'those gloriously useful mnen? Would that their
numbers were increased a, thousancl-fold 1 Wesley, Wliitfield,,
Coke> aud Asbury ýyere regardemi as. eccentric by inany in, the,
day ini whicb. they lived and ]aboured. Could the ChristIin


