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Here ive strike the keynu- ur the life
of tlîe Burnians. Strangers caîl tlîen
lazy, but they are nul idlle except on
[)rinciple. Thiey can work splendidly
wvhen they choose, but they have long
agu dcci ded that lu tu-mu the wvorld int
a wvorkslop, tu toil iticessan)itly for a
miere subsistence or ini order to gather
up riches, is ful'y, as duing su destruys
the pleasure of existence. A,, soun as
a fariner lias made a little nione, 1b,
selling lus crop lie gives a play, or pwee,
tu his tovni or village.-Col-ii//
.l)'agî1.azine.

PRESENCE OR ABSENCE 0F
CHARTER.

[n New York the Granîd lI igh Priest
decided that while the charter iiighit
nul actually 1)e in the hall, a High
Priest could openî a chapter and the
business dune w~as valid, lbut if the I-Iighi
Priest wvas aibsenit, theKinig or thieScrib)e
could nul validly, open a chapter, the
charter being iihysically absent, its
wvhereabouts beiîîg knovi. Ini the case
decided, iî was iii a safe on the luover
flour of the building wvhere thc chapter
wvas meeting. Iii oi-r opiniion 100 nmucli
stress is generally laid on the presence
of tlîe paper called a charter. TIhere
may be a question, by tic wvay, wvhetlîer
it is really a charter, or wvheîlîer il be
unly an evidence uf a charter. Th'ie
so-called charter is frequently îreated
as thoughi il wei-e some magie talisman,
and possessed 'vithin itself a force iii-
vigurating and ciiergizing acîs other-
wvise lifeless. I>erhaps the situation
would 1e better understood if the terni-
inulogy was chaiîged a little. What
the Grand Chapter does for thec coinî-
panlions lu euialle Ilieni ho work validly
is lu -ive îleie "a warrant of conistilu-
tion. ' l'le wvord chl:ter is uîîly tlîe
short of this. That warrant is a power,
îlot boinething nuaterial. There is nîo
innate lire ii i natler, wvhether that nmat-
ter be flesh or a piece of palier. 'lhle
paiJer, or thaI parchuiient, if mi1e pleases,
is nul that powver, but the evidence of il.
TI'le Crand Chapter decrees thie consti-
tutioni of a new chapter, and under that

decec it is coîîstituced and labors. Its
righît tu continue to work dejîends upi-
ov the continuance of that warrant by
t'.e Grand Chapter. 'l'he so-called
charner is siifllly the pledge, the mater-
il tanîgible evidetîce, the pîlysical sigii
of the iimiaterial %%arrant and author-
il>', the breath of the sovereign and val-
iditv conierrin g power, the G rand Chap-
ter-. If tue Grand Clîîpter resolves t(>
terminale the power granted the dc-sig-
iiated boudy of com)aliuns lu work, the,
p)ower ends theîi and there. I t is not
iiecessary tu the staning with inv~alid-
ity any- Nork done the 1>hysical recovery
Ihy the Grand Body of the mnaterial wvit-
neý;s of its grani the ''char-te-.'' So,
whilç the wvarrant stands, the presence
of the evidence of that warrant, while
convenient, is not essential. Should a
Charter" l)e burned, and i cinin unre-

voked, there is nu reason for the %Jhap-
ter suspending its labor for that reason.
But if the warrant be cancelled, the
presence of a thuusand charters would.
nul validate the work. We know of a
lodge occupying grounud previously lield
l'y another long defiinct. 'l'lie Ivaster
thought it his dut), to lc in physical
posse.-sioni of the charter and took ir
home. Then hie forgot that lie hiad
donc su. 'l'lie charter of the defunict
lodge 'vas round "laying around in,
sonie cupl)oard," and wvas hung up
%vithout examinalion as the charter of
that ludge. Su ut continuied for years,
nu mani k nuws howv long, the charter or
the Iodge ini the country, iii a drawer
of a Past Master, and the charter of a
defunect lodge displayed iii the hall.
WVe may say, iii passing, tbat it is prob-
able that more than once this latter pa-
per 'vas sho'vn a visitor on his demand
to sc the charter and proved cininient-
]y satisfýàctory and satisfy-ing lu him.
W'ere the acts of ilhe ludge inivalid ? 'lf
su, wlvho wvil draw the un le ut demarca-
lion in lIebelween the valid and the
invalid ? 'If it is dr-awn too far back,
what, would be said of an attempt bo
validate acts already valid ? As it %vas,
knowvui iii thc case under reviewv that
tlîe Grand Chapter authorized that
Kiig, in the absence of his Higl-à


