FARM BOUNDARY LINES,

Ty the Editor of the Jxvicullurist

Duar Stry,—I wonld take the libetty of <olicit-
g ihe wie of you pases as weil as yom pe-onal
inilrences in dowicg e attention of tae Board
of Aadicultars o a sulicet of the mest <evious in-
terest to the tanming commuaity of this Provinee ;
a sulyeet which, il duly weizhed, you wuil iud
affeets not only the physieal well-beiwr of our
cunutry, but trenches deeply on the moral and
social 1elations of lite.

The matter o which I allude is the boundivies
of properties.  This countiy is fast becwmniug
popalous and crowded with small holdings, which
m the absence of elem ad well-defined lavs on
this subjeet, pronuses to involve the tights of
mewmn et fuwm in amass of inextiicable confu-
sion. The piesent seems a mwoment when we
are espeeially called on to aguapple with lhis!
subject, and when, Ly submitting to a little un-|

pleasantness and squabbling, we may perhaps
overcome an evil wiich threatens to becomne a
mouster grievance.  There seems at the present
moment a geteral expectation of a rise in the
vaiue of property, which has tor sume time stoud |
almost below par 5 the incrcase of Buition, the
, Ity of toreizn capital, and Losimity to fureizn
minkets, promised by the many railway schemes
now in advance, and above ail the geometical
presression of Libor u on labor acesmulating ou
ous vaiions farm-, under the influenee of an im-
proved systen of Adiiculture, all call on us 1o set
this question for ever on aclect and decided foot
ing. Few men, not Ptimate'y conversaut with
the country distiicts, hnow te what extent this
gieat evilreart ex0 Lo some sections, | ventuie
1o <ay, you will scaice find a farm, certainly and
clemly defined ; mnd how can it be otherwise?
The first survey of the couutry was let often to
most careless and incompetent persons, bat had
they possessed both these qualitics in the highest |
degree, every one knows that a compass line |
canuot be run any distwcee throuzh the forest
without involving error, Iinited in its amount only i
by accident, whilst the ckain is, if possible, a
moie uncertain guide, whele swamps, streams
and fallen logs bar your way. What after all
were the marks Jeft by these snrveyors? A lit-
tle stake liable to be pulled up or shitied by any
nterested or eurions wimderer.  Who does not
achnowledge the temptation of a fine stieam or
house site, a beautiful sprine, or even a handsome
tree, the squatter scarce thinks it worth while to
covet, far in the wouods, where right is handly
known. The wild beasts themselves might
casily knoek aside a mauk, which by the readi-
ness with which it could he destioyed or altered,
seemed to offer a premium on carclessness or
villin:y.  Government seils this land often to
needy men, to whom the expense of a swivey is
a sevions object, especially where it involves the
cost of <ome acres of land.  You ask the boun- |
dary ot your estate, you are to'd to employ a sur-
veyor, perchance you have means and fore-
thonght enough 1o do so 5 what is the result 2 As
with me, the same man has given me three se-
paiate locations f{or my farn, purchased direct

these ventlemen, in a few vears, peibaps, your
neighbonr comes aud cuta ofl yonr Bau o cise
I have been wituess to.

I~ this pustice - No! the time has come when
tariers stenld not ask but dewtnd fimn Giovern=
meid asaichty, a staishboiwand aad Gaad sct-
tement of thisquestion, They have civen them
deeds aud taken thein meney wittont deman
whiere is the quid pro quo ¢ auywheie 17

1tis Lot the valuz of a lew Jeet of fand, thoush
tiahitis 1igbts it is ot tes giaspimg ~piit wiich
would not yield an incli to a neignbor; but it is
the spitit ot inprovemen which now cries on you
for aid.  The time has come when our Jand not
now virgin soil, reyuires that our water comiscs
and disius be thrown into proper chanuels, and
shall we shift them every year at the bedk of an
interested survey o1, vt Le drageed ioto an action
at law, uncortamn in everytiing except it cost
abundant.  Rails me beeoning searee, and can
we Luild stone walls or thorn hedges on nncertain
boundaries?  Shall we be driven to perhapsa
very iuconvenient part ol the fan for guv inereas-
ing buildings, whilst a fine spring with a fair
prospeet and warm shelter, invite usnear the side
line?  Above all, shall we encowaze 2 rich
amwth of tiees to proteet us tiom the chilling
wind or spinhling sun, that whan they Lave ar-

Crived at matwity they iy atlowd fuel 10 our te-
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tim sates 3 corners left o a fusuiant growth of
weeds, Lecanse they die vot be oceupied 5 old
lozs, thistles and the intenminable wbbish of dis-
puated  territories, sttayme eaitle, fenee eorner
synatters, choked diaius, whilstwound your buit-
dings hazs, cattle, men, wallow in a bottomless
Canadian mundhole.

I come tothe moral and social side of the picture.
Two fitends, uncertain as to the line between
tliem, agree to employ a surveyor,—a slice comes
off one; tiy again: a slice off the other; sur-
veyors dipuie, neighbors dispute, from less to
wore they go, each fearing the evpenses of an
action atJaw, The dispute is handed down to
childien and to children’s children, until at last
the seed falls on pugnacious eround, and down-
right fighting and cuifing, with corsing and bit-
terness, is the result; or the more lawful expe-
dieut of law is resorted to and perhaps not even
the oyster shell is left.  If there be a disputed
line, the neighbor is tempted and strips it of
everyihing valuable, often even to the defying of
law it~eif, which he knows to be a costly bue-
boar to the paity he is wronging, Lying and
wickedness, false-swearing and  deceit, enter
within the boundary question, aud it would be
hand to sinzle out the many feelings which com-
bine to give an acerbity to teniturial disputes
amonz male holders, an acrimony such as [ have
neticed few other grounds of quarrel to cavse
perhaps its strength arises partly from the feeling
that you are tied towether and struggle on: on
our schiol prineiple of nailing the izexpressibles
of two young pusilists to thelr seats, so that they
might be compelled to face each other and fight
itout. The evil has been sorely felt in all the



