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The Author’s PREF ACEa

tevs, 1 report it with the fame candor as I heard and read it, withous
adding_or diminifbing any thing of the truth 5 and though all thofe
1 cite in this work are worthy to be believed, yet the leaft to be [ufpeét-
ed of partiality, are [uch foreign writers who extol and cammend this
kingdom of Chile with [uch repeated encomiums. My [econd advertife-
ment is, That confidering the Kingdom of Chile was the laff part of
South America that was difcoveredy and the neareft to thé Antartick
Pole, Icould not treat of its difcovery with good grounds, withous touch-
ing a little upon the neighbouring kingdoms of Peru and Mexico, which
were as a paffage to it; and if Ihave enlarged now and then on the praifes
and defcription of thofeparts, it was, becaufe I thought it might not be
difagreeable to the reader 5 in which, if 1 am miflaken, be has only
to skip fome chapters of the fourth book, and go diretly to thofe which
treat of the firft emtrance of Bon Diego de Almagro imto Chile;
Thirdly, 1 muft take notice, that though I do fometimes, in [peaking of
the land of Chile, report fome particularities which feem trifles, and
not fo proper for biftory, Ido not relate them as fingular and proper to
that coumtry alone, but rather to fhew the uniformity both of nature
and cuftoms, as to life and religion, in all thofe parts; and fome things
are mentioned to encourage thofe new countries to drive on the advance-
ment of religion, politenefs, learning, and good morals.

Fourthly, I muft take notice, That fince 1 do not here make a gene-.

ral biftory of Chile, I have not had occafion to mention all the illuflri-
ous mern, and noble commanders and foldiers, who have flourifbed in thofe

-parts from the beginning of the conqueft: I only, therefore, take nstice of

fuch as I find named in the authors whom I cite; and they too not mak-
ing it their bufinefs to write a diﬂ:'?’l hiftory of Chile, but only to re-
late fome particular event, and fo viention only fome part of the govern-
ment of [ome governors, or their wars, cannot be exact in the account o

all thofe who have in different times and occafions alted in thofe wars;
and by this [alvo I cover the honour ‘of all our gallant commanders and
Joldiers of Chile, whofe altions 1 omit, though they are worthy to be
graven in marble, or Bronze, only for this reafon.  And though I own,

~ that I am not ignorant of many who have flourifbed in my time, and be-

fore it, yer Ihave not fo diftinét an informasion as would be neceffary to
give them their due commendations, and [er their altions in that light
which their valonr deferves; therefore the general biftory of Chile will
perform that part.  Perbaps, even before that, this work of mine may ex-
cite fome body to employ their valent in making a particular book of their
elogiums and praifes, which cannot fail of being wellreceived inthe world,
fince fo many noble and illuflrious families of Europe will be concerned
in it.

Laftly, 1 aduertife, That though the principal motive of my writing

thisrelation, was to publifb the [piritual miniftery of owr company ix the

converfion of fouls in this kingdom of Chile, yet I could not but treat
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