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beginning of the Potlach, the names of the persons to
receive the gifts are called aloud, and they come for-
ward in a very indifferent manner to receive a
blanket or a gun, but when nearing the end of the
distribution there is a general scramble for the
‘property to be given away.

The Canadian Government has very wisely pro-
hibited these festivals. as they are the cause of retard-
ing the progress of the Indians. The industrious and
thrifty alone can hold them, because of their wealth ;.
and the evil becomes a serious one, when such persons
will labor for years that they may be honored with a
Potlach. The same thing, in principle at least, is
practised among other tribes. I have gone through
the Blood Indian camps and listened to their chief, or
a person wishing to be held in high esteem among his
fellows, calling upon the male members of the lodges
to come to his lod e to enjqy his hospitality and spend
the evening with him. In some half-breed settle-
ments, the aristocratic members will save their funds
that they may purchase the good things of life, and
enjoy a season of feasting, lasting several days. The .
Potlach is sometimes given by a few persons in com-
bination, who will invite the members of other tribes
to assemble and share in the distribution to the
number of several thousand persons. Fortune or -
fame' is not confined to the ambitious pale-face,
and the desire for honor and a place among the
illustrious ones of the camps dwells in the hearis of
the red man.




