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" Tar suggestions of ‘our correspons
dent “S.” are good, and should com-~
mand the attention of our commerocial |
men, particularly the members of the
Chamber of Commerce. With such' a

pody the queation would be properly
argued, and the value of a Free Port
made thoroughly clear, or the reverse
established.  Although, in our opinion,
the privilege would not be conceded to
us without a sacrifice of gonsistency
on the part of Canada; still 8 respect—
ful address to the Canadian Parliae
ment, setting forth,in & common sense
light, the advantages that would follow
the establishment of a Free Port here,

and tho loss resulting from its absence,
would be received with . every courtesy
and carefully considered. On' the con=|
trary, it upon mature bo“,ﬁd?f‘,‘fﬁ,’" 1t | traders are looking to the Government 10
was thought unadvisable to press the|them in securiog FEl U it

been called on to ‘encounter. Lt them,
then, take this little business in their own
bands and, satisfy themselves that they
will recover that privilege under Confed~
eration, which they lost_ under. Union.
Oar individual opinion is that Free Port
and Confederation are incompatible; and
that those politicians who promise us both
by the acceptance of one are seeking to play
upon the. credulity. of their fellow col~
onists and t0 involve them:in negotiations
from which there will be no retreat. - We
may be mistaken in this view of the case;
but it is our earnest’ conviotion, neverthe-
less. With the Chamber of Commerce
tests the respousibility of solving the
problem to the-satisfaction of themselves
and the conntry. Will the Chamber act?

Tax importance of the Kootenay diggings
as a miviog camp may be readily understood
from the clipping ioserted in a recent
isane of the Walla Walla Union: Their ex-
tent and richness bid fsir .to raok t
the second in imprtance i, g Color
may, nafurally be expected our packers an

' ai

the trade of 'bu:§

matter, ‘thers: are other subjects of|awimportantseotion of “our gold fields, but

equally serigus import: Which demand
the earnest'dttention of our imerehants
before our destinies are irrevoc ably
fixed. - It must, be remembered = that
we cannot look for. & more than pron
portionate representation at Ottaws,
g0 that if we desire to- baye our re~
quirements understood they should ‘be,
properly represented now; any fature
ovil ‘consequences ‘from negligence on.
our part must be accepted s the
merited. punishmeut .of pedple who do,
not attend to their own' business. The
destiny of this Colony will be mainly
influenced by commerce ; it is, therex
fore, our daty at this juncture. to keep
such points of importance as may at
some future, period affect our progress,
pefore the attention of those ‘who,
without 8uch premonitions, may here-
aftcr be ‘the innocent causes of much

¥i

misfortune, Let the g'cntleme”n’ forme |

ing the Chamber of Commerece bo calls
ed together, and let our position as &
portion of the Dominlon be properly
canvassed; as members of that body’
they owe such an investigation to ‘this
community. After due consideration
of the vrious conditions uwpon which
we ocould equitably enter the Confed-
racy, such stipulations should be added
as would be perfeatly consonant with
commerce as pursued on the Pacific
Coast. It must also be borne in mind
that there are numberless peouliarities
about commercial usages on the Pacis
fic that wonld be thought novel or
irregular on the Atlantic ; yet, are the
best adapted for the babits and man-
ners of the people here. Thus the cre-
ation of a Free Port and the machinery
of Government ada)ted to this Coast
are matters of vital importacce to us,
and should be maturely cousidered and
submitted for public approval at once.
The time rapidly approaches when the
initiative will be taken for our incorpo
ration with Canada, and Imperial and
Cansdian interests requiring that the
least poseible time should be lost in the
gettlement of prelimioaries, many im-
portant omissions will take place.
Every one of these omissions will be a
froitful soorce of much tedious neg otiation
afterwards, perbaps depriving us of some
of our most _profitable trade for a long
time. The customary practice of ne~
glecting to attend to such matters at the
proper time, and then venting all our
spleen on the Government by way of ex-
cuse, should be pretty well worn out now;
we bave done so much of that kind of
thing that it is becoming ‘tiresome. Qnr
present Government, ; either from a con-
sciousness of incompetency, or from some
other cause not hitherto explained, allows
itself to be pummelled and abused ia
every possible manner and takes the castis
gation quite complacently. The matter
will be entirely changed. When we get
into the practical hands of the men at
Ottawa, we shall be taught another kind
of amusement, Bat we digress. The
duty of the Merchants at this juncture is
plain.
favour of Confederation with Free Port
‘Withoat Free Port they don’t want
Cenfederation. ,Verf well; let them take
the proper steps to ascertain what priv
ileges they will acquire by uniting them»
selves with Canada. They are reasoning
men, thinking men. They bent bat did
Dot break before adverse commercial
gales that few coubtries, new or old, have

They announce themselves in

apparéatly with but lirtle prospect of: suceess
' ."mﬁ “Wie are Hot o th 17 ’

the Latdsanid Wotks department; bence oan-
niot ‘dceonnt ‘for' the “strange apathy oo the
part'of the authorities; I1t'may ' bé ‘that a
gatisfactory ‘explanation may- beé given, if 6o,
the Government cannot be'surprised “if 'the
colonists attribute thejabsence of acy.change
in;that direction : as cuipable negligenece,
failing the desired, ,.information; There. . is,
however, another source of dissatisfaction in
the absence of a Gold Commissioner - during
ten . montbs  in: the year from that distriot
which, with our powerful staff of such offi-|

or three constables who do their best uader)
‘the circumstances; in the event -of a breach:
of the peace they arrest a man, and if he ean,
find bail they give im his1iberty, but'if the
gravity of the affair requires a bigher“au-
thority to. dispose of, they are .-obliged to,
 keep :bim Jlocked . up. sometimes for many
months before the case can be  properly en-
quired into ; thus running the risk of frus-
‘trating the ends of Justice by loss of evidence
or of inflicting a oruel injustice on an'ionos
cent man. But even such grave irregolari-
ties are not the worst phasgs of the affair;
the legality. of .sdch proceedings are very
questionable in the absence of a duly  quali-
‘fied officer. The evil is even more serious

when taken in connection wifb civil suits,
particalarly ‘tbose in relation fo mining
claims ; & whole season may be lost by the
‘unfortunate’ litigants, or an aggrieved miner
who appeals to the law -for protection may
be rgbbed of all bis hard earpiogs by un-
principled men who avsil themselves of the
absence of any power to stay illegal asppro-
priation, and by the time sueh-eid can be
obtained the property may be worthless. We
could multiply instances of excessive bard-
ship arising from the rare visits of a Gold Com-
missioner who conld also perform the duties of
a ‘Magistrate-and County Oourt Judge, bat
we trost the hints we have thrown out are
enongh. We are aware that the grievance
arices from ‘a defective system of Govern-
ment that compels the attendance of these
fanotionaries do faraway from the scene of
their duties ; but we trust that some arrange-

Commissioners attendiog to their several
cbarges, at least for a longer period of each
year than at present.

James Bay Bripge oN Fire.—Yesterday
moroing, about 11 o’clock, Mr LaCbappelle,
whilst at work in his boathouse, obeerved
smoke sud flame rising from the floor of the
bridge, at a point some 60 feet distant from
thé northerly ‘end of the structure, . LaChep~
pelle immediately ran fo'the sgof, and ascer-
tained that the edge of two' of the planks
were on fire and burning briskly.. By the
prompt application of a few buckets of water
he drowned the.flames and saved the strucs
tare from destruction, The fire probably
originated frcm the careless dropping of a
‘wax match by some person who had: igoited
it to light s cigar or pipe. - In'1864 the old
bridge thst crossed James Bay took fire from
a4’ like cause” and was saved, almost by a
miracle, irom destraction. - - i

' A Swag.—The existence of ‘a dangerous
goag in the mouth of this bharbor bes been
known for some months. The dangerous
obstruction lies almost in midchannel to the
west of Sboal Point and exaotly in the track
of vessels entering. The snag does not ap-
pear to be firmly planted ia the sand as yet,
‘but there is ao evident inclination of.the
sand_ deposits _ of Shoal Point to guther in
around it aod either form a bar across the
mouth or set the spag so firmly as to involve
in its removal much expense, At present a
steamer might make fast and pull it out like
a tooth, snd the cost would be nominal, The
barbor-master should take steps to have the
obstruction re ed before it shall have at-
tained more formidable proporiions.

Taug Victoria Whaling Adventurers’ Com-
pany, at the meetiog yesterday, decided to
wind up.

ments may.be made thet will admit of the|

.County : Courts
(Before Bfm. A, F, Pemberton.,)

Tukepay, June 8.

"Burrews 3. LECuyer.—This was a dc-
1ion 10-recover the 'value of & borse, alleged:
to bave been killed by defendant’s son. Mr.
Courtoey, who sppeared.for the. plaintiff, ac-
cepted a non-suit, on_the ground "that the
tather was not liable for'the act of his son,
Deans vs Bixer.—This was an action
brought against the defendant, Baker, for de-
taining the horse of the plnip'iﬂ' in his fleld.
for damages done to his crops. . From the
evidence adduced - belore the Courtt, it was
shown that ‘the ‘plaintiff Was working bis
hotse at the:time, and therefpre he claimed
damages for the detention§ :Several wit-
nessea were called on both sies-to prove the
damage done to the crops iofghe field. Judg-
ment for the plaimiff for $5° ae
Kexnepy’s Scornsa En
Amongst a rush of amuseny
seen here, Mr Kennedy . ha
oess whioch should be aecep
the strongest expression of

‘but the domand. for songs fin
but whigh be bas not yet sgog, he
onmerous and ahow . such ‘appreci
judgment op the,part ;of bi
otermined. to 4
certs on the avenings of 1
May, which will finally cloge his. entertain-
ments in this place.—S. F. News Letter. .
- Gorne Away.—H Shirley Blavt snd Johd/
Henderson, Esqrs, ~ will> ®ail te«day on the
Wilson G Huot for San Fraucisco via-Olym«
pia and Portland. Mr' Bldnt is" well ‘and
févorably known from bis' long connection
withithe “Bank of British Ublombid s8 man-
ager of the -Ouriboo’ braneh ; and Mr 'Hen-
dereon bas been Victorid agent of (W eety

‘ders, is/quite unacconntable: ' There are two| &6t ‘Union ' Telégeaph ' Company! from ‘the

first exténeion of thé 1ide fo this plave'down
to the preseot time; * Both ' gentlemen :leave
many” friends ‘behind’ who “desply  regret
their departurl.’ | 27 o Dl sl bondl
TaE QALI;?B!)‘!,A* _GATEERING—The sons
of Scotia are goiug to recall their home as-
sociations by tbe practice of all their nationsal
games on the 5th ultimo, and for this pur-
pose they have engaged a fine piece of ground
near Jay’s norsery in which to join in bappy
mirth and social exercise for cld and young,
Their gatherings are celebrated for the care
and teste with which they are carried out; we

salst

5

sure of its being high in p&qbliq tavor,

 Tas  steamer Eaterprise  left for New
Westminster yesterdey motving, carryiog 25
passengers and about 40 tons of freight:  Mr
and Mrs F W Foster, of Qliaton, Mcs Thorne,
Mrs Nelson, and “Mr G J  Findlay, were
among the: passengers.

Grorae Francis TrAN ought to bay the
dredger for foraging purposes. If bis great
army fell short of supplies he could give the
great shaft a turn, and up would come the
buckets filled with claws to the brim. Gov-
ernment i8 open for an offer and wolud dis-
pose of it low, especially when it is likely
to serve'a purpose so.humane. :

RoBBERY,—Levy, the ferryman, was rob-
bed of $60 in money and an opera glass,
day belore yesterday. An Iodian who wss
observed prowling about the premises, is in
custody upon a charge of being the culprit,

Tug Dawsox WaaLiNg Party.—Mr. Daw-
gon, from Cortesjlsland, arrived in town on
Monday. He reports that his works are all
in readiness and he ‘intends to double the
capacity of the party thisseason. The boys
will start out after whales in a few days,

Tae WasaingToN TerRITORY ELECTION,—
‘The only dispatch that came over the wires
last evenin was oae annouociog that Jeffer-
son'and Kitsap Couoties had given Gerfield
| Republican | 342 majority. :

Oursipe.—The Australian bark Eli Whit«
n e ». days from San’ Francis-
co, anchored outside last evening.. The Eli
Whitoey is boynd for Burrard Iolet, where
she will 1oad at the B, 0, & V. L.-Mills for
Melbourne. t siode i 4

:+THe steamer Eliza Anderson returned to
Puoget Sound at poon yesterday, The Wilson,
G Hunot will sail for the same destination

at:5 o’clock ‘ this miornings: - i

Tae Indians of Salt Spriog Island are pre-
paring a petition agaiost the infliction of the
death penalty in the case of the Indian con~
vioted of the murder of Wm. Robinson.

AN invitation has been extended to the
Tiger Steam Fire Eogine Company, by the
Fire Department of Olympia, to:visit their
oity on the 4th of July, and take with them
their steam- maehine,

Tax new steamer for the Sound trade was

launched at New York on the 10th ~May,
She is called the Olympia.

———
Not Candidates,

Mgz. Eprror :—I understand, on good au-
thority, that Mr, Drickwater positively re-
fused to become a candidate ; ‘and that Mr,
Skinner was asked to run, not by an elector,
but by a resident medical practitioner of
this eity. QUIDNUNC,

| into.a. midwife or purse, gaibe more insight

iy | [k She i

nesday, of ‘mext .week, thg L76h and 19:h of |

anticipate » large and gay party and feel

'A Letter from the Mainland,

Top of Sumass: Mountain,
May 30, 1869, ., }
Eprror BerrisH Covonisr':—I suppore it
is nataral, becapse so common, that  those
who. are set apart or appeint - themselves .as
our teachers, both religious. and political,
sbould acquire en ex-cathedra style of ad-
drese, notwithstanding thai not a few of the
former show their peculiar fitness (?) by at-
tempts to solve knofty biblical questions in
ungrammatical vernacular ; and ‘plenty: of
the latter, dogmatisiog in their sphere; base
their conclusions' on premises dotoriously
at variance with facts. There must surely
be something magicsl or mesmerie in stand-

| ing on a rostrum or wieldiog an  editorial

‘pen, whioh -thus renders ~readig‘g' and even
the exercise of common sense mere clogs
on the fancy snd wit. The change is as in«

3| gorutable as that produced on many ‘sn_old

‘woman who, by beiog turned a-few times

s that flesh is beir, to than & phy-

. petiy goms

 must be as soarce es topics for digegasion in
debating olubs from_whioh: religion or  poli-
| tics, are excluded, and therefore euch a
 standing grievance as a. “*feckless’’ governs
| ment.& very godsend, = This is kaleidoscopig,
| Every. fresh_turn ofthe wrist briogs to view
fresh combinations to be denounced, No-
thing is too absard to be ‘said~of a govern-
ment, ' A% inthe south and west of Ireland,
36 'here, ‘there ia scatcely an avil-that s ‘not
id som'e way faiily attributable to' bad” ‘gova
sroment.’* T'am’no deferider of e’ Fovertis
mient; per '8, bat ‘this ‘eharging" every ill
to maladministration’is a6 senseless® as it -is
baseless, *'Nor are the démands ‘oo the gov-
'ernment -much more sénéivle, | It is’ hound-
ed on to eut this trail and that, build roads
and prospcct the country, and at-the same
timé reduce taxation, jast as it ‘was to  cat
trails to Bridge River and Big Bend ‘and a
road from Yale to New -Westminster, not
one of which is: or ever was worth a hun~
dredth part to the public of what it cosf, As
to prospecting, it is Do donbt very desirable
‘to know all the resources of the country, but
«it'is' no more the:province of government to
‘find mines for miners than itis to find |

for lnmbermen, farms .for farmers, or ;%t:
sctibers for & newspaper, Did Uncle Sam,

by
d?'-itiging; discover - the mineral riches of
Qalitornia,. Nevada, &c , or was it done by

of bis subjects than our own ara benifitted
by our mines and mills why not ask him to
contribute to the expense of finding the for-
mer? But where is the necessity: of further
prospecting by government ; if, ag the Yale

iner in a spread-eagle -leader full in~
deed of inflated claptrap and palpable contra~
“dictions “there are thousands of “people in
California; Canada and even Australia, who
are aware that our minoeral regions are ex-
teosive and rich?” If they are aware what
more do they want? Do they want free pas-
'sages here, to be provided with velocipedes

iree gratis for nothing—as I heard an ungram-
matical conniryman express himself ? The
same leader informs us of the exploring ex-
pedition sent out by the Australian Govern-
ment, but not bow they raised the means;
not a word about the fact that the license
even to search for gold was $7 50 per month,’
that the influx of population from the
united kingdom ‘during’ the 614 years’suc-
ceeding the discovery of gold was about
40,000 ; the export of gold from Victoria
a'one 1614 millions of ounces, and that these

| colonies previous to this discovery were

teeming with flocks and herds, with agricul-
tural producers and cheap labor.. Land too
gells and sold readily at £1 per aore,: there.
being no gigantis competition close to their
door, Nevertheless—and although they have
had po such roads to build as onrs—the pub-
lic debt is so heavy that the Weckly Dis-
pateh, not long since, could not advise a
correspondent to invest in cclonial funds.
Call your evidence to suit a foregone conw
‘clusion and you may prove’ anything, just
as by false syllogisms: the : youngster fresh
from’ college astonished his father. by logics
ally proving that an eel pie was a_pigeon
‘pie. “*Truth io'clear language,’ to which
‘Cobbett a tributed the success:of his * Regis«
‘ter,”’ ig quite as uncommon 'as in hisday,
'Again; as: to the: policy of holding out spes
cial inducements , to. nomadic miners. . A
.greater; absardity -was: peyer penoed than
that a country ean be eariched by the- inflax
of alien miners drawing their substance, to a
‘grest extent, from foréign countries, through
foreign ‘merchants, not one in a thonsand: of
either class are likely to invest one cent be-
youd the needs of to~day in real property. in
the country. Would the Bank of England
be enriched if she bad ber vaults in Cariboo,
and an army came, bailt a road and carried
off the old lady’s treasure, simply paying the
cost: of keeping the road in repair or but
little more? And the cases are precisely
analogous, If wealth be the accumulation
of the produets of industry, wbere is ours?
What can weshow as an eqaivalent for -the
millions on millions of dollars that bave been
abstracted from the country? Not even the
substance’ of our own subjects. There is
not enough left here “to erect a quartz mill or
a flour mill without a doucear from Govern-
ment, which would be a promise to pay—
not enough to catch our own whales nor
even to buy the salt to pat on their tails, nor
to open & copper or silver mine no matfer

bow rich they may be. The fact is we have

e B

- & hobby, rather 8 | purpose qz
“PJQP}% ;:?qum

private enterprise 2 - Aod since many more’

to the scene of action and their shafts: sink |

tooﬁany:otorokeepeu and ' other pon-pko=

* | dugers for the business of the: country, waite

ing for sometbing to turn up, and in the
meantime devontring one another like Phars
 oab’s lean kine and with the like result.7gIf.
you, Mr_Editor; ean bub jnduce them to di«
‘rect their energies-to -better purposes; such:
#s farmiog, %iﬂs-; shoemakiog and starts
ing more sawmills, you will deserve well of
your country and ought to’receive 'more good
to secure you should the despot: mentioned in
my first ever appear, ;... . ..: Fo3
*“7" Yours, with respect, :

AN ENGLisSEMAN‘AND A FARMER,

Civilization in Alaska,
| From the St. Louis Republican, May 10the]

From all accounts, out brave soldiers and

accomplished officials are bearing the li
of civilization and Christiapity to the savifle
Indians and- barbarous Russians of Alasks,
very much as Sherman’s missiouaries carried
the blessings of peace to the' people of South
Oarolina, ' Drankedness, ;- insubordination,
abuse of the natives, snd  residents, seem to
‘the eqfent of utter anarcby and demoraliza-
tion, - 1f half the gtoties are trué; if half the
reports of outrage and miggovernment are

of ont sover-
N PR n
i Byt - 11

sign [ ,ygn

m | cognizance of the reports of -
misconc mt',gr whet ﬁmm g&%
there, we have' not bee informed; - -
* A« Siikw" ‘correspondexnt” thus . desoribes
Aleska scenery: Take oue big mountain—
covered with trees from tbe base nearly.to
the summif, ' with an” untergrowth of brush,
briars, and ‘moss alost impassible~~maltiply
the. 990 b, ou fhogpandst aod o5 Aave

ne

ol

Alaska._; " Thete 8 & Q"'{bh“ ‘ : :
| #ingular feature'of m@m.kfi: %%wm

1, Aead? sirds,i ;- mave:seen but one rdbia
: in,‘jth'- bEnell i1 3 Linaii i 1

1o ey - 1G] d‘a 8§ ‘ ot
Itis i;ivo’? ot &n! g% New '?bi‘k * Impers
ialist Ha. Eeen obliged to suspend: publied-
| tion=-thie k{ew.t_.prgaiérafwns to eell it
because of its seditious character,. If this
trae, our neighbors are‘more particular than
‘we are; In’ Canada; people:are allowed to
| publish- . papers. advocating Annexation,
epianism, Independence, or any -other
seditious vagary theéy: can devise, And the
newsdealers are ot afraid to,sell such papers,
when any one -can be found to bny them,
Why cannot our néighbors’copy our example,
g‘gbhav_g.:ﬁudnm of - the 'Prees ?—Toronto
[N b e Tar rtoiey 118 i~ e
Orrawa, May 16,—The Speaker took the
chair at 3:30 o’clock, Mr. Howe was -ian
troduced : by Sir J. A, Macdoneld and Sir
George Oartier. His entry wes the signal
for an enthusiastic tound of applause. ﬂm
shaking hands: with the Speaker, Mr.  Howe

row, ia the ministerial fbehé%ae%. ﬁar'ofofﬂ:g
occupied by Mr. Roge, ‘who tosk his seat im=
wmediately behind - Sie George, at the same
desk with Lapgevio, The galleries were
full of spectators, attracted to wilness the
entry of the President of the Council, )
MonTrEAL, May 17.—The corner stone ' of
the mew St. George’s church,—Obarch of
Evgland,—was laid by the Lord Bishop of
Horos, in presence: of .a: large number of

the Way, whose praises come never tire |t00k the single seat

spectators, amonget whom were a large pum-

ber of clergy.

Havirax, May 12.—In the House of As-~
sembly this afternoon, the Attorney Geners}
announced the followiog as the policy of the
local Governments ' - oo :

First—they accept the terms agreed upon
by Messrs' Howe and McLean-as an instal-
ment of what is due to Nova Scotia, with
the right to demand such further amoont an-
oually as ean be showa the province is ea-
titled to. :

Second—that Nova Scotia and New Bruns-
wiek : be :considered a¢ an unit:and have the
same representation as Quebeo, viz: Sixty~
two members. :

Third—that the ‘local instead of the Do-
minion Government have the appbiatment of
sepators, : i :

Fourth—that no change or modification of
the constitution be accepted until submitted
to.and approved by the people, i

The War Tailk.

The Wasbhingten correspondent of the
New. York Times thus -treats the coming
war with England:

%A leading member of the Senate Foreign
Relations Oommittee, in a resent couver-
sation: on the subject of the :Alabama ‘¢ciaims
aod the probabilities of & war with Eoglaad,
scouted the latter proposition as utterly abs
surd' and preposterous. ' Amoung’' the reasons
advanced by bim against. a war with Eogs
land were: i o

Flirst. it would necessarily be'a naval war
for the invasion and conquest of 'Capada
would be only t'e. work of a week. Being
8 paval war, the destruction of the com merce
and shipping’ of both countries' ‘wauld “ bae
the only resuit; - Eogland  has, three. times
the number of steam ve_lae‘ﬁs that we Jigxg.'
all her passenger and mail steamships being
available at twentysfour hours’ notice' as 'a
-war flotilla, - g i

Second, a war with England would cost
the United' States at least $1,000,000,000,
.which would eventually end in repudiation.
Meanwhils the incidental loss and soffering
to both countries would be incalculable. -

Third, the Uoited States cannot afford to
hold the British North American possesslons
as conquered provinces. Four. miliions of
d scontented people on- the north, and as
many millions; more on the south would pre-
duce.a state of affairs anythiog but pleasant.”

These in brief are a few of the reasons
which render a war with Eogland improba-
ble, if not impossible. -

—A plate glass establishment in Masw
sachusetts is employing glass in the form
of mould-boards for ploughs, for Western
lands, where the soil is vory destructive
to iron,
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