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LUMBERING ON THE ST. JOHN
RIVER, PAST AND PRESENT

_ , _ - _ _ —
*y •»• Fuser Orrery, President

h T (Continued)

As the drives get further down river 
more loge era found stranded along 
the shone and lags of other operators 
mixed with theirs, and horses are jnit 
to work hauling them into the water 
again, commonly called sacking. As 
every crew Is working independently, 
the marks on the logs are watcbd 
carfully by'the men and boss to see 
that only the logs belonging to them­
selves are handled.

Often one craw would overtake an­
other on-theriver, when an an effort 
might be made by the crew catching 
up to drive through, or possibly the 
crews might join forces and bring 
the two drives along together, the ex­
penses being shared by the operators 
in what they might consider a fair pro­
portion.

At Grand Falls all the boats and 
equipment had to be transferred from 
the upper to thejower basin. It was 
perhaps the first chance the men had 
to get rum since they had gone into 
the woods in the fall, and there were 
many sharks about ready to take their 
money. No wonder there were many 
wild times at tbje Falls when the 
drives were coming out. Every boss 
was thankful when he got his crew 
started below the Falls and away from 
fruther temptation.

Day after day the drive continued,
4he water always getting lower, the 
days hotter, and the sack heavier— 
men getting footsore or worn out and 
obliged to quit, when they would fas­
ten a couple of logs together into a 
catamaran and on it float down the 
river, navigating it as best they could 
to Fredericton or their homes. Be­
tween ‘the first and middle of June 
the drive would get into the boom, a 
weary party, a mere remnant of the 
crew that had broken the landings but 
triumphant, for they had not hung up.

At Fredericton the bars and lumber­
men’s board!
ready to fleece them, and many of 
them were soon parted from their 
hard earned money. The first boom 
was situated where the Glasler boom 
is to day at what was then called the 
“Shprt Ferry”. In the earliest times
there were no booms, but boats that it he could do all he said bis in- 
manned by expert river men watched vention was most valuable and would 
the river day and night from Cliffs 
Point above Fredericton to Short 
Ferry below, end towed into safety 
any spars or timber that might be 
floating down. An Act to incorporate 
the Fredericton Boom Co. was passed 
on the 13th of April, 1844, in the sev­
enth year of Queen Victoria’s reign. Ilbooms on the river paying the invent- 
The incorporators were—-John Glasler, or a royalty on every thousand of lum- 
Stophen Glasler, James Taylor, Wil- ber that ran past them. The Rrederic- 
11am J. Bedell, Jacob McKean, Isaac ton Boom Co. agreed to pay the invent- 
Kilburn, Duncan Glasler and Spafford or a royalty for their use and this
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of Murray and Gregory Ltd.

Barker, The-objects as expressed 
wet*e: picking up, securing and raft­
ing timber, logs, masts, spars, and oth­
er lumber. The capital of the Com­
pany was $8,000. There was a double 
liability clause in the charter and the 
rate fixed' for rafting loge In the char­
ter was two shilling and six pence per 
thousand. As first constructed there 
were no lam piers in the boom, but 
small sunken piers with chains and 
buoys attached to which the log boom 
was fastened.

This style of boom continued until 
1863 when .the first jam piers were 
built, the old method not having 
proved secure with the increased 
quantity of lumber.

The second boom to be buflt was 
the Sterling, then the Gill, and last of 
all in 1968 the Douglas boom above 
Fredericton. There were no sheer 
booms. Ordinary chain boom was 
used to sheer the logs as far as pos­
sible, the open gaps being watched by 
boats.

Nothing else 
isoothes and
| heals tender, 
I aching, blister- 
f ed feet like 

Zam-Buk. It 
ends the burning 
soreness, grows 

I new skin, and gives 
perfect foot com­

fort. Zam-Buk is 
squally effective 
for heat rash, 

i sunburn, swellings, 
I bites, burns, cuts, 
i bruises & sprains.
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Fredericton Business College
opens on
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■|||§*pp m We want every young man and 
young woman who is interested in 
a COMMERCIAL or SHORTHAND 
& TYPEWRITING COURSE, to
write to us for advice and full par­
ticulars re our courses.

Address—
W. J. OBBORNE, PRINCIPAL 

Fredericton, N. B.
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Blade Granite a s
company continued until the patents 
expired. Mr. Pond made his home on 
the river until his death, a few years 
ago, and was continuously a contrac­
tor in connection with driving or the 
operation of his booms* This is in 
short the history of Pond’s Patent 
Shear Boom, the best invention ever 
produced to assist in stream driving, 
and now used in every Country. It 
is hard to describe this boom so that 
you will understand it, but I will try:

First let me say that the principle 
is exactly the same as that whereby 
a saving vessel tacks or beats to 
windward. Instead of the wind, we 
have the water of "the stream constant­
ly flowing in one direction; instead of 
the sail, we have the rudders of the 
boom adjustable as the sails of the 
boat. We call them fins. Now the 
object of the boom is to direct the 
^course of hte logs in the stream. To 
accomplish thie we have extended out 
,from the shore, in a slanting position 
down river, a boom along which logs 
can slide as they strike it, flowing 
promiscuously down the stream, to the 
end of it, thus being carried across the 
river to clear an obstruction such as 
a rock or an island. How to keep the 
jouter end of the boom in the desired 
position in the river without the aid 
of anchors or lines is the trick. To do 
it a string of logs is made the ends 
lapping over each other shingle fash­
ion, so that a surface without obstruc­
tion is presented to the floating logs, 
the first boom log is made fast to the 
shore by a chain the string logs are 
toggled with chains and on the down 
river side at each toggle a half log I
or deal is hitched in at one end This! Offers the Security of the Largest and 
is called the fin, and by setting the Wealthiest Fire Office In the world, 
whole number at the same angle to 
each boom log holding it in place by 
a stout spar each acts as a sail in the 
water and each does its share toward 
shoving the outer end of the boom up 
river as desired. The boom resembles 
a lot of letters “A”, strung together 
by one side.
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IWanted—I want two men for every 
County in New Brunswick. A new in- ^ 
vention in a Trouser Press. They sell 
like hot cakes. Chance to make $6 
to $8 per day. Send 75c for sample, 
also low prices to agents, 100 per 
cent profit on all sold. Write J. W., 
Box 463, Fredericton, N. B.

Pr :•A few years before the incorpora­
tion of the Boom Co., the Glasiers un­
dertook the securing and booming of 
the lumber on the river, but they got 
into financial difficulties and just pre­
vious to the formation of the company 
it was being done by John and Isaac 
Burpee.

Before following the lumber further, 
I will describe the method of logging 
and stream driving as conducted to­
day with the improvements we have 
over our predecessors.

In 1876 Levi H. Pond, an American 
from Michigan, came to Fredericton 
to demonstrate to the lumber a shear 
boom that he recently invented, and 
that was being used in his native 
State, with the expectation of selling 
his rights. The purpose of the boom 
is to direct the run of logs in a river 
so as to always keep them in the chan­
nel, and ot prevent them pilling up on 
bars, heads of Islands, rocks, etc., also 
to direct their flow into booms; and 
adjustable, so that the i^ver can be 
quickly opened to allow the passage 
of all kind of craft and promptly 
closed again.

The lumbermen of the day realized
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Dr. G. F. Clarke
DENTIST

rase keepers stood

r 5-v:-^v i1* Special attention given to children's teeth 
N.B. Phone 162-11.

WOODSTOCK. N. B.jin
■m Wi Queen Insurance Company

be the means of saving much money 
and time in stream driving and the 
securing of the lumber. A trial boom 
•was built and experimented within the 
river and proved every'claim that was 
made for it. Immediately a company 
was formed to build and operate shear

V

-Rates no higher than the small com­
panies charge.
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""TJOHN T. Q. CARR, Agent 
Hartland, N. B.
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General Blacksmith
Automobile Painting 

a Specialty
Horseshoeing and General , 

Blacksmithing
SATISFACTION
GUARANTEED

EAST FLORENCE VILLE

the .the IFarm For Sale 'rft
I

S I
■mm. NOTICE !: v The J. Russell Smith farm fronting 

on the Hirer near Florenceviile, con­
taining 180 acres of land with a new 
house and two good barns thereon, la 
tor sale. A good bargain will be giv­
en on thla and part of the puroheie 
price may remain, on mortgage.

DATED tide let December, 1921.
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•àflcc Co.I Ai i] Our Woollen Mill is now running, Manufacturing 

yarn and rolls. We are in a position to handle your 
orders promptly, and respectfully solicit your pat­
ronage. Samples on request.
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1 from 4 bar to 9 bar, Various Heights at 

Bargain Priced

Perfect in everyjway. To be sold at low price 
to make room for new styles'

Also a few FARM ENGINES. Write for a 
copy of our Bargain List

FIRST COME FIRST SERVED
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W. C ROTHWELL
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E. W. LASKEY
GENERAL INSURANCE

Hartland, N. B.
M. L. Hayward’s office.
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