or F OREST UFE INC ADA ;

" BY MRS, SUSANNA MOODIE.

ing for her with the stremgth = and
energy Of a man.. When was man
ever so devoted, so devoid of all sel-

fishness, so attached to employers yet |
poorer than herself, as thig ineducat-|said I

ed Irishwoman? . ey

A period was at length put tée her
unrequited services. In a fit of in-
toxication her master beat her severe-
1y, with the iron ramrod of his gun,
and turned  her, with abusive lan-
guage, from his doors.  Oh, ‘hard re-
turn, for all her umpaid labeurs ef|
iove! She forgave this ountrage for
the sake 'of the helpless beings who
depended upon her care. He repeat-
ed the injury, and the poor creature
returned almost heart-broken to her
former home. i ') Y

Thinking that his spite would sub-
gide in a few:days, Jenny ' made a
third effort to enter his house in her
usual capacity; Mut Mrs. N—— teld
her, with many tears, that her pres<
ence would only enrage her husband,
who had threatened herself with the
most cruel treatment if she allowed
the faithful servant again to enter
the house. Thus ended her five
years’ service to th? ungrateful mas-
ter. - Such was her'reward!

I heard of Jenny’s worth and kind-
ness from the Englishman ‘who had
been so grievously affronted by Cap-
tain N , and sent for her to come
to me. ' She instantly accepted by
offer, and retfurned with my messen-
ger. She had scarcely a garment to
cover her. I was obliged to find her
a suit of clothes before I could set
her to work. The smiles and dimples
of my curly-headed, rosy little Don-

ald, then a baby-boy of fifteen months
consoled the old woman for her
separation from Ellie N- ; and the
~good-will. with which all the children
(how four in number) regarded:-the
kind old 'body, soon endeared to her
the new home which Providence had
-assigned to her. SRR v
Her accounts of Mrs, N , and
her tamily, sooni deeply interested me
in ber fate; 'and Jenny meverswent to’
visit ker friends i Dummer without
interchange of good wishes passing
between .us. TR g
.. The year of the Canadian. rebellion’
came, andl" brought ‘with ‘it"sesr
into  many a bush dwelling. - Oid
Jenny and I were left alone with the
‘Mttle children, in the’ depths of the
- durk forest, to help ourselves in the
best ‘way we could. ‘Men could not
be procured in that  thinly-seftled
spot for love nor money, and { now
fully realized the extent of Jenny's
usefulness. Daily. she yoked  the
oxen, and brought dowz from the
bush to maintgin our fires; which
she felled and chqpped up 'with her
own Hands. - She fed' the cattle, and
kept-all things snug about the doors,
not forgetting te load her master’s
two guns, “in case,” as she said, “the
ribels should’ ‘attack us in our re-
trate.”

The months of November and De-
cember of 1838 had been unnaturaly
mild for this iron eclimate; but the
opening of the ensuing January
brought a short but severe speill of
frons and snow. We felt very lone-
1y . in our solitary dwelling, erouch-’
ing round ' the blazing fire, that
scarcely chased the cold from -our
miserable - log-tenement, until this
dreary period was suddenly cheered
by the -unexpected presence of my
beloved friend, Emilia, who came to
spend a week with e in my forest
home. %

She brought  her own baby-boy
with her, and an ample supply of
buffalo robes, not. forgetting a treat
of ‘baker’s bread, and ‘“‘sweeties” for
the children. Oh, dear Emflia! 'best
and-kindest of women, though absent
in your native land, long, Iong shall
my heart cherish with affectionate
gratitude all your visits of love,"and
turn to you as a sister, tried, and
found most faithful, in the dark hour
of adversity, and amidst thé almost
total negleet of those from whom
nature claimed a tenderer and holier
sympathy.

" Great was the joy of Jenny at this
accession to ‘our family party; and

after Mrs. 8—— was well warmed |.

toil- | An’ poor Miss Mary, the tinder thing!

Jand take us

216 rotttn home.”
% ) return home
O!_l;‘ n-m'}:f oy
: . g9 of; it will T
AR ; g ling M"ﬂ; ng such a
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‘Oh, ’tis hard, terribly hard upon the m; T- "iffogm?dit?i. ;;;:
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retutuod Brmilia, “and thst wes oie| 'Delays are damgerous” sid the
of my ressons for coming up to!pertinatious ~Emilia, ","9‘; gy
D——. I wanted to consult you and ‘11Xe, was determined to Bhe - ey
Jenny upon the subject. You, who; “Y-f", x:::'bgk::vg;tter s
are an offféer’s wife, and I, who am ;’e 'k:. s ol e
both an officar’s wife ‘;d d:“‘hmr';a::nen{ %V‘é can stop at Colonel C—
ought to devise some plan of rescu-;%3TVe- il
i ol infomdnnie Loy St 34 o s’ S0 o
:i‘;:lgo ntrqn} her . present mﬂomimi our return . gt
The tears sprang to my eyes, and|__ It Was uUpon your account tha

18k hich
ueart, upon My ow galling poverty, | o oo dnédnﬁdl:ribtﬁew?l:’:& ‘Zmi;n
S alngh cockets did not contatd even iy shoulder; and ‘driving his horse
-a single copper, an a scarce- : H ; el
ly garments enough to shield me|Peford him into neighbour W. S

from the inclemency of the ;veatkh‘er. :;glf)z’eliov;'yherg you £9, L am ready
By unflinehing industry, and taking| " i Nt
my part In the toil of the field, I had When we arrived, Colonel C: w

i : family weére at breskfast, of which
‘bread for myself and family, and this theylymade u:. ReaRa: A ateer
was more _ than. poor Mrs. N

o de us
possessed; but it appeared impossible :::;:l? ;giia?mre? tgi?&e s
for me to be of any assistance to the Quixotic. expedition, Mrs, ad-
unhappy sufferer, and the thought of ded a dosen fine. white fish to' the
my incapacity gave me severe pain. . ... e o sack, and sent her
It was only in moments 1like the youngest son to help Mr. T—
present that I felt the curse of pover- la.long' with +his burthen, and to bear
ty. : company on our desolate road.
“Well,”” continued my friend, ‘“‘you “Lg::,?:‘g ythe Colonel’s. hospitable
see, Mrs. Moodie, that the ladies of house on our left. we.again plunged
P are al anxious to do what | n4 "ep o woods, and atter a few
'they can for her; but they first want minutes’ . brisk vaalhlng, found our-
to learn if the miserable circumstan- selves’ upon the brow of a steep
ces in which she'is said to be placed | ..+ that overlooked the beaver-
are true. In short, my dear friend, |meagow, containing within its ates
they want you and me to, make a|sovera] hundred acres.
pilgrimage .to Dummer, t0 see the

; There is -no- seenery in the bush
poor lady herself; and then they will|nat presents such 'a novel appear-
be gnided by our report.” h :

ance as those meadows or openings;

“Then let us lose no time in 8OINE {gurrounded, as they invariably are,
upon our own mission of mercy.” . |ny-gark intricate forests, their high,
~ “Och, my“dear heart, you will' be lrngeeq banks covered with the light,
Host' in the woods!”’ said Jenny. “It airy tamarack and_silver birch. In
is nine long miles to the first clear-|gymmer they look ke a lake of soft
ing, and that through a lonely, blazed | pioh ¥erdure, +hidden in the bosom
path. After you are through the of ghe barren and howling  waste.
beaver-meadow, there is not a single Lakes they certainly have been, from
-hut for you to rest or warm your-|which the waters have _receded,
selves. - It is too much for the both “‘ages, ages long. ago”;. and still the
of yees; you will be frozen to death | whole length of these curious level
on -the road.” - ; ..~ -|valleys is trdversed by a stream of

“NO fear,” said my.  benevolent|ng incongiderabis ensfons: - -
friend; “God” will take’ card of us,| The waters o0’ the narrow; rapid
denny. It is on His errapd we 80; |cresk, which flowed through - the
ito carry ‘a message of hope to one|meadow we were about to cross,
about to perish.” were of. sparkiling brightness. and
... "'The Lord bless you for a darlint,” icy ‘cold. The frost-king. had
cried. the old woman, devoutly kissing power oto check their swift, dancing
the velvet cheek of the little fellow movements, or stop their perpetual
#Sleeping upon, her lap. “May yourisong. On they leaped, sparkling and
own purty child nevep know the want iflaghing benesth  their: ice-crowned
and sorrow that ‘is around her”” <7 hbanks, rejofcing as. they revelled on

Emilia and I talked over the Dum-{{n their lonely course. In the prime
mer scheme until we fell asleep. ot the year, this is a wild and: lovety
Many were the plans we proposed. for spot, -the grasd is of the richest -green
the immediate relief of the unforfud-land the flowers of the most gorgeous
ate family. Early the next morning, | dyes. The .gayest butterfiljes float
my brother-in-law, Mr: T-—— ‘called [above them upon painted wings, and
upon my friend. The subject next!the ‘whip-poor-will pours forth from
our-heart was immediately introdue-|the neighbouring woods, at the close
ed, and he was called into the gen-|of dewy eve, his strange but sadly
eral.council. Hig' feelings, like our |plaintive ery. . Winter was now upon
own, were deeply interested; and he|the earth, and the once green mea-
proposed that we should each provide |dow logked like a anall forest lake
something from our own small stores covered with snow. /
to satisfy the pressing wants of the The first step ‘We made-inte it
distressed family, while he promised |plunged us up to the knees in the
to bring his cutter the next morning,
througn the - beaver-
meadow, and to the edge of the great
swamp, which would shorten four
miles, -at least, of our long and
hazardous journey.

We joyfully acceded to his ‘pro-
posal, and set cheerfully to work to
proyide = for the /morrow. Jenny
baked a batch of her very best bread,
and boiled a large -piece of beef, and
Mr. T brought with him, .next
day, a fine cooked ham, in a' sack,
into the bottom of which he stowed
the beef and loaves, besides some
sugar and’ tea, which his own kind
wife, the author 6f The Basckwoods
of Canada, had sent. I had some
misgivings as to the manner in which
these good things could he introduced
to the poor lady, whe, I had heard,
was reserved .and proud, ‘

‘Oh, Jenny,” T said, “how shall I'
be able to ask her td accept provisions the other ‘side~ To wet our feet
from strangers? 1. am afraid of would Bave been to ensure . their
wounding her feelings.” é being frozen, and as it was, we were

height in the open spaee. Mr. T
and our young friend C. walked
on ahead of us, in order to-break a
track through the untrodden snow.
We soon reached the cold ereek, but
here ‘a mew difficulty presented it-
self. It  was too “wide to ~jump
Pacross, and we could see no. other
way of passing to the other side.
“There must be some sort of a
bridge ‘here ‘aboot;” sdid young C——
-, ‘“or how can. the people from
Dunymer pass constantly during the
winter to and fro. I will go along
the bank, and halloo to you if I
find one.” e
In a few minutes ne gave the de-
sired signal, and = om reaching the
spot, we, found a round, slippery log
flung ‘across the stream by way of
bridge.. 'With some trouble, and
after various slips,

and ‘had. partaken -of tea—the only
refreshment we. could offer her—we
began to talk over the mews of the '
place. )

“By the bye, Jenny,” said she,
turning to the old:servant, who was |
‘undressing the little boy by the fire,
“have you heard lately from poor
Mrs, N—=. We have been told that
she and the family are in dreadful
state of destitution. That worthless
man has’ left them for the States, |
and it is supposed that he has poined |
Mackenzie’s band of ruffians on Navy
Island; but whether this be true or
false, he has deserted his wife and !
children, taking his eldest son along
with.him (who might have been of
some service at home), and leaving
them without money or food.” .

“The good Lord! What will be-
come of the crathurs?” responded

enny, wiping her wrinkled cheek
with the back of her hard, brown
hand. ' “An’ thin they have net a
sowl to chop and draw them  fire-
wood; an’ the weather 80 oncommon

‘pride,

j though she may have mo words to-tell

““Oh, darlint, never fear that! She .not without; serious apprehension on
is proud, I know; but ’tis not a stiff that score.- ‘After crossing the bleak,
but jist enough to consale her 'snowy ‘plain, we ' scrambled over
disthress from her ignorant English another brook, and entered the great
neighbours, who think so manely of swamp-whiih occupied two miles of
poor folk like her who were/ once our dreary road: -

7} “It 1s past twelve,” said my broth-
Let

day-ichance

he . eye: ' ¢ » le goodA
I thought,- in the bitterness ot my PIOPosed the delay,’ sald the goody U

* We stopped, and a genmeral com-

| lie “has fallen. upon the, w s;uggx;

- ne!

Snow, .which was dsifted to a great'but to obtain something to eat.. On

we got- safely on _upon the hearth-stone, or of a glass

Ifirst request would have been for us

ble forest stretched away to th
;mg. and left, before and behind|!
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ch ) tro  spend the night in the
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milia. ‘Do, C=—— ,.‘dm  usicest
one or two of the cakes your m
put Into ‘the bag for us to eat upon
this BaY 00T e :
“The ginger-cakes were instantly
produced.: But where were the teeth
td e .found ‘that could masticate
them? The. cakes were frozen as
hard ap stones; this was a great dis-| hg
appointment to us tired and hungryta
wights; but it only —produced aia
hearty laugh. Over the: : -

stepping’ up.
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1 Again 1 appealed to the inhespit-
able door, with & veho

74 . 4 5 . Bay, =
path. At last we came to a spot i it m _

where two - distinct blazed roads| - A 1 & stir, - and a

diverged. ; A whispered sound of voicés, as if in

“What are we to do now?" said consultation, from within; and after

3 waiting a few minutes longer—which

cold as we were, seemed an age—

the door was cautiously opened by

a handsome, dark-eyed lad of twelve

yoars of age, who was evidently the

o of the curly head that had

sent to recomnotre us through.

the windm%n Carefully closing the

sultation was held, and without one
dissenting vojce we took the branch
to theé right, which, after pursuing
for about half a mile, led us to a
log hut of the rudest desecription.

“Is this the road to Dummer?”
we- agked a man, who was chopping
wood outside the fence. g

“I guess you are in Dummer,” was
the answer. i

“ My heart leaped for joj,” for I
was dreadfully fatigued. :

“Does thi§ road lead through the
English Line?”

“That’s another thing,” returned
the woodman. “NG, you turned off
from the right path when you came
up here.” We all looked very blank
ateach other.. “You will have to go
hack, and ‘kéep the other road, and
that will lead you straight to the
Engligh 'Line.” ;

‘“How many miles is it to
N—-—;’S?f’ % ; :

“Some four, or thereabouts;” was
the cheering rejoinder.  ‘“Tis omne of
the last eclearings on the ‘line.. If
you -are going baek to Douro to-
night, you mush look sharp.”

Sadly and depectédly we retraced
our steps. ; There are few trifiing
failures more bitter ‘in. our journey
through life than that of a tired
traveller mistaking his road. What prehend: that our walk had been. in
effect must that ‘tremendoug failure| vain, when the lad again appeared;
T o e end o e worsebe o et s S . VA . G0
when, v : iz mother was dfessed. * ~ ©
able journey, the traveller finds that| . Emilia; true to her determinatior,

) : ‘went no farthee -than.ithie. passage.

5 et ral prom: | ena Ws g oo
o . ; : ‘ PP Jrer € nee

ise, sinks for ever into™the gulf of|and friendship; T was forced enter.
de?m‘ '!di'unce wé had trodden in ::lxol‘;uga :e%s;tm??t gy o
e - distal ¢ Jtrogae e e8 lamily. Y

2‘:1 ":nnt‘i"‘;‘h-.w“%%::d ":we:o_lt’: I felt that I was treading upon
double n “ength, a5 with putbrul|2ecred EOUN, for - pising angel
steps we toiled on to reach the right e
§. This- object ames ~ atthined virtue, and hallows all its woes. On
soon led u:-toot'he dwellings of men, |, Fide bench before the fire sat a

Neat, comfortable log 'hgsus'es, sur- [Ladv. b": een. thirty and forty years
rounded by well-fenced patehes of u;ﬁ"mme‘;ozt‘gfw?;;m‘:
clearing, arose on either side of the garment for ihe rigour of the seaso
forest. read; dogs flew out -and bark- o L,
ed 5t us, and chidren Tan®shonting 'but, in all probability, the only decent
indoors to fell their respective own- Be. thast lshe fetalued.
ers that strangers were passing _thelr.}me!ancho y looked forth from her
gates, a most unusual circumstanve,| > & daﬁi' pensl::h Spon. S ag-
I should think,/in that location. peared ©. one 0, - having dis-

A servant who had lived two years covered the full extent of her misery,

. bad proudly steeled her heatt to bear
with /my  brother-in-law, we knew it. Her countenaitice was very.pleas-

must live somewhere in this neigh- ing and, in “early life (but she was
bourhood, af whose fireside we hoped still young), she must have been
not only to'rest and warm ourselves, eminently handsome. Near her, with
her head bent-down, and shaded by
her thin, slender hand; her . slight
figure scarcely ¢overed by her scanty
clothing, sat her eldest daughter, a
gentle sweet-looking girl, who' held
in her arms.a baby brother, whose
destitution she endeavoured to con-
ceal. It was a touching sight; ‘that
suffering - girl; Just stepping into
Wwomanhood, -hiding against her
young bosom.the nakedness of the
little ' creature she loved. Angther
fine boy, whose neatly-patched clothes
had’ not omne piece of the original
stuff apparently left in. them, stood
behind -his ‘mother, with dark, glist-
ening eyes fastened upon me, as if
amused, and wondering who I was,

door. after , he stepped out upon
the snow, gnd asked us coldly. but
respectfully what we wanted. I told
him' that we were two ladies, who
had walked all the way ffons Dourd
to.see htis mamma, and that we wish-
-ed very mueh. to speak to her. The
lad answered us, with the ease and
courtesy of a gentleman, that he did
not know whether his mamma counld
(De seen by strangers, but he would go
in and see.’ So ‘saying he abruptly
left ‘us, leaving behind him_an ‘ugly.
skeleton of a dog, who, after express-
ing his digsapprobation at. our pres-
ence in the ‘most disagresable -and
uneguivocal manner, pounced like &
famished wolf-upon the sack of good

e
Mrs:

and our united efforts could scarcely
keep him -off. g :
" “A cold, doubtful reception this?”
said my friend, turning her: back: to
‘the wind, and hiding her face in her
muff. ,"“This is:worse than Hannah’s
liberality, and the long weary walk.”

I thought so too, and began to ap<

through &
arriving

going up to.ome of the cabins to in-
quire for Hannah J- ; we fortun-
ately 'happgqed to’ light upon the
very person: we sought. - With many
exclamations of surprise, she ushered
us intp her mneat and comfortable
log dwelling. =

A blazing fire, composed of two
huge ‘1ogs, “was roaring up the wide
chimney, and the savoury smell that
issued from a large pot of pea-soup
Was very agreeable to our cold and
yhungry stomachs. But, alas, the re-
1freshment went no further! Hannah
most politely begged us to take seats
by ‘the fire; and warm and rest our-
selves; she;even knelt down and as-
sisted in rubbing - our - haif-frozen
hands, but she never once made men-
tion of the hot soup, or of the tea
which was' drawing {n. a tin teapot

A ‘palé and -attenuated, but very
-pretty, -delicately-featured little ~girl

of whiskey, which would have been fire. This was’o

e 1 Ellie, dise. |
thal nkfully accepted by our male pil- home :mﬁr: in a corner of the

room, covered with & coarse woollen
quilt, contained twao little boys; who
had .erept into it to coneeal their
Wwants from the eyes of the stranger.
©On the table lay a dozen peeled pota-
toes, arfd a small pot was ‘boiling on

rude bedstead of

Hax'mah-»was not -an” Irishwoman,
no, nor a Scotch lassie, or her very

{to take ‘“a pickle of soup,” or “a
sup of thae . warm broths.” The
soup was no doubt cooking for Han-

rich.  Bhe will be very thankful to| It would be vain to attempt giving
you for your kindness, for she has.dny deseription of this tangled maze
not experienced much of it from the of closely-interwoven. cedars, fallen
Dummer people in her throuble,
rock. It seemed the fitting abode of
wolves and bears and every 'other
unclean  Dbeast. The ‘fire had run
thr&ugh it during the summer, mak-
ing the 'contusion’ doubly confused.
‘Now  we stooped, haif-doubled, ‘to
crawl. under fallen - ‘branches -tha}
hung -our path, then again we bad to
clamber oVver prostrate trees of great
bulk, * descending  ‘from 'which we
plumped down into' - holes in the
long out of the worid that I am at Snow, sinking ‘mid-leg into the rot-
e great loss.what to do. I will try tén trunk of some treasherous, de-
and put.a godd face on thé matter. cayed pine-tree,! Before we were
Your name, Jenny, will be no smail half through the great swamp, we
help to me.” : $.% iwere, safe again by our own fire-
All was. pow teady. Kissing our ‘sides. But, then, a great object was

you s0. Say that old Jenny sent the
bread to dear wee Ellie, ‘cause she
knew she would like a loaf of Jenny’s
bakin,.” .
. “But the meat?” - 7
“Och, the mate, is it? May be,
you'lk think of some excuse for the
mate when .you get there.”
“I ‘hope s0; but I'm a sad coward
with strangers, and 1 have lived so

savare. Och, home! what has net
that baste of a man to answer for?”
“I heard,” continued Mrs. S——,

and seates) thouh +8
#soul and body together; ithat they:
thave spld, their last. cow. and

“poot ' young 'ty dria  Her ‘second

Sbrother, a lad of only twelVe years visi

old, bining A}l -the ‘Whadifor tha Hre

d b our. abs
SRR n?ﬁe‘ﬁaﬁf@&‘i’:{l d
¥ enoukh of ] (prd

little bairns who crowded around us In_view,—the telief of a distressed

with eager and inguiring looks, and féllow-creatiire - and ‘like the “full

{charging Jenny for the hundredth of hope, misnamed Torlorn,” we: de-

‘time. to take care.of them terniined to overcome every difficul.
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trees, ‘and loose-scattered masses of:she

/in’ my life.

the fire, to receive this their scanty
and only daily meal. There was such
:nﬂair ‘ot"tgz.ue;t ,and enduring suf-
S ering in * whole group, that, as 1.
feelingly lamented. gazed, heart-stricken ‘upon it, my

(" A we left her cottage and jogged s
‘on, Emilia whispered, laughing, *T ﬁﬁ“{;‘:ﬁ“‘“ﬁe gave way, and I burst

hope you iare - sa*isfied “with -your “d
good dinner? ‘Was not the pea-soup| ~ Mrs. N first broke the painful
excellent?—and that cup of mice hot|silence, and, rather proudly, asked
tea!—I néver relished anything more! ™o to whomr she had the pleasure of
T'think we should never|SPeaking. .I made a desperate effort
bass that house withoat giving Han-|!0 regain my composure, and told
nah a call, and testifying our grati-{her, but with' much embarrassment,
tude for her good cheer.” '

my name; adding that I was so well
Many times did we stop to inquire|2cquainted with her and her children,
the way to Mrs. N——'s before we|through Jenny, that I conld not con-
-asconded the steep, bleak hill upon|Sider her as a stranger; that I hoped
which her house stood. Afthe door, | that, as I was the wife of 'an officer,
Mr. T—— deposited the sack of pro-|and, like her, a resident in the bush,
.visions, © and he and - young and well acquainted with all its trials
went across the road %o the house of|and privations, she would look upon
an English settler (who, fortunately|me as a'friend. s
for them; proved more ~hospitable, - She ‘m surprised -and annoy-
than Haanah J. ), to wait until €d, and I'found no smail dficulty in
our errand was executed. ~introducing the object of my visit;

The. house feh : Dbut ‘the day was' rapidly 4, ng;
_m{; Wére s&%&?&w' 'nlfauMiWM‘;e%8m%$ ,
3?' x lys ebmifortabis: 16 qwei- o beslont. :m:‘nramm ».,‘hj’ﬁh

ng. It wi od. per

larges;itan mueh butid- od all
1ngs
rounded by

‘stables Sehich w | '

nah’s husband\ and two meighbours,
<Who were: chopping ‘for him in the
+bush, and: whose want of punctuality

PBie Bifliation’ in
- and’ hey chil

-lone upon her garments;

ity a8 to where they were, or in what
|engaged; the utter want of means!'P:

things which lay at Emilia’s feet,’

A subdued |

and what business T could have there.

was seated on a low stool before the
<Jenny’s darling, |

to refuse help fuufm'ln making a full report to her friends
felt. for her distress. Her mater-'at 1?-.1-5‘-,;‘ 21d before a week passeq
selings triumphed over her. as- away, Mrs, N 38d ‘Ber family
renice, and when she/were rémoved .’ thither by severa
for 1 could no{benevolenit individuals in the Place,

weeping,

D|longer restfain my tears, her pridelA meat cottage was hired for her.

. ahd ' for se minutes notramd; $b.the h
] was lpokc::e ¢ i:g‘g the | spoken, all could afford a dona-
 tears, as they slowly fell from' tion’ gave cheertully. Fa lett
daughter’s eyes, drop -one by alL her dooary. pork, beef, fiour, ang
OB gotaml;dthe uwtetoepeu semlgr}?c.
1. At t the poor girl so out, eries, and goods to ‘make clothes
"Daarhx.n'tin;ma. wwh‘;!~ conceal the for the ' children; the shoemakers
fruth?  You know that we ar¢ near- comtributed boots for the Doys; while
ly and starving.” +|the ladies did all in their power 1,
|2 Then came the sad tale of domes-: assist and' comfort the gentle crea-
|tie woes: the absence of the- huq-itn!'e thus thrown by Providence upon
{band and eldest son; the uncertain-|their bounty. - ’
While Mrs: - _remained at
she did not want for any com-
H Her ch‘lld;m; l:vere clothed
of life; the sale of the only remain-|and her renmt paid by her benevolent
‘ing - cow that gmed to prgvxde the ! friends,”and her house suppled with
children with food. It had- be#n!food and many comforts from the
#old for twelve doHars, part to be!same . source. Respected/ and be.
paid in cash, part in potatoes; the]loved by all who kmew her; it would
botatoes were nearly exhausted,|have been well had she never left the
and they were allowamced to so|Quiet asylum where for several years
many a day. But the six dollars'she emjoyed tramquillity and a res
she had retained as their last .re-iPectable competance from her school
source. Alas! she had sent the #id- but in an evil hour she followed her
est bBoy the day before to P—=—&to WortHless husband to the Southern
get a letter out of the post-offifice,/States, and again suffered all the
which- she hoped contained & some;W0es which drunkenmess inflicts upon
tidings of her husband and son. |the wives and children of its degrad-
She was all anxiety and expectation|ed Victims.

—but the child ' veturned = late at :
night withont the letter which they CHAPTER TWENTY-FOUR
Of a Change In Our ¥

had longed for with such. feverish Prospects.
The future flower lies folded in the

impatience. "The six dollars upon
which they had depended for a bud,—
supply of food were in notes of“the {Its beauty, colour, fragrance, grace-
Farmer’s Bank, which at that time ful form,
would not pass - for money, and "Carefuny shrouded in that tiny cell;
which the roguish purchaser of the|Till time and circumtance, and sun
cow had passed off mpon this dis- and shower,
tressed famil . Expanded the embryo blossom—and
" 'Oh! imagine ye whe revel in it bursts
riches—who can-daily throw “away|Its narrow cerements, lifts its blush-
& large sum upon the merest Oy + ing head,
the cruél disappeintment, the bitter Rejoicing in the light and dew of
dgony of this poor mother’s heart, heéaven, °
'when she received this calamitous But if-the canker-worm
news, in the midst of her starving around iR
children. For- the last nine ‘weeks|The heart o’ the bud, the summer
they lived upon a scanty supply of 5 sun and dew
potatoes; they had not tasted raised|Visit in vain the sear’d and blighted
bread or animal food for eighteen flower.
months.
2“Ellfe,” 'said ‘I, anxious to intro-
duce the sack,,which had lain like™h
nightmare upon my mind, “I have
Bomiething - for -you; Jemny baked
sume Joaves last night and sent them
to/you with her best love.”” 2
The eyes of all the children grew
bright. “You will find' the sack with
the ‘bread in‘ the passage,”’ said I .o
one of the boys. - He rushed joytul- / ;
iy out, and veturned with Mrs.—.|her home with her, as the only means
and the sack. Her bland and af-|0f obtaining for me necessary rest.
fectionafe greeting restored us all to|During that winter, and through the
tranquillity. * *© > ’ ‘ensuing summer, I .only received
The delighted ' boy opened - the|0OCcasional visits from my. little girl
sack. - The. first thing he produced|Who fairlyestablished with her new
was the ham. ;' . ., |friends, looked upon their house as
*‘Oh,” said I, “that ig @ ham that|Ber Home:
my sistér sent ‘to ‘Mrs, .; 51g| ' The removal of my sister rénder-
of her own curing, and she thought/ed my separation from my husband
that it might be acceptable.” ,.:  ..|doubly g;mslyu ";: ’P,m’?- Some-
& _Tm came the ,'h'u’ #i celyt e’j iesire m;ln_  gonverse
'packed lx;‘ q.ﬂc.l.egnv cloth, * rse‘l,cs-%ﬁ:ihﬁn WOﬁ&"ﬁr&}E;ho‘ painfully
— thought fish might be a’treat to :
Mrs. N. -‘- » “-ghei-gm,ed s: far tro:n the night, strike a light, and eit down
the great:lakes.” Then came Jenny’s)Rim all that” was in my mind; ana
bread, which had. already been in-,When I had thus unburthened my
troduced. The_ heef, and tea, .and{a8nd write him a long letm. and tell
sugar fell upon the . fioor without lﬂfﬂt, thé' letter wWas committed to
any comment. The first scruples|the flames, and, after fervently com-
had been overcome, ‘and the day was|Mending him to the ' care of the
orTs. . Great Father of mankind, I would
“And  now, ladies,” sdid Mrs |18Y down my throbbing head on my
N. , with true hospitality, “since|Pillow beside our first-born som, and
you haye brought refreshments with|Si€ep tranquilly.
you, permit me’ to ¢ook Something| It 1s a strange fact that many of
for your dinner.” my husband’s  letters to me were
The scene I had jusf witnessed|Written at the very time when I feit
thad produced such a choking sensa-|those irresistible - impulses t6' hold
tion that all my hunger had vanish-|cOmmunion with him. - Why should
ed. Before we could accept or re-lVe be ashamed to admit openly our
fuse Mrs. N-—'s kind offer, Mr.{Pelief in this mysterious intercourse
T arrived, to hurry us off. between the spirits of those who are
It wds two o'clock when we des- PoOuUnd fo each Othet by the tender
cended the hill in front of the house ties Of friendship-and affection, when
that led by a side-path round to the|tRe €xperience: of every day proves
road, and commenced our homeward ({8 truth? (Provesbs, which are the
route. . I theught the four miles of|WiSdom of ages ¢pllected into 2 few
clearings would never be passed: brief words, .teﬂ us in  one pithy
and the English Line appeared to|Sentence that “if we tal;k of the devil
have no end. At length we entered|R® I8 sure to appear.’ While the
once more the dark forest.. . name of a lon-abscent friend is “in
The setting sun gleaming along|9Ur mouth, the next moment brings
the ground; the necessity of exert- 'him into our presence. How can
ing-our utmost speed, and “getting this be, if mlnd did not mest mind,
through *-the great Swamp' beéfore|ANd: the spirit had” not a prophetic
darkness ' surrounded - us, - was ap- consciousness of the vicinity of an-
parent to all. “The men strove vigar-iother spirit, kindred with its own?
ously forward, for they had been|TDIS 18 an occursence so common
refreshed with a -substantial' dinner|that I never met with any person
of potatoes and pork, washed down |0 Whom-it had not happened; fevvv
with a glass of whiskey, at the cot-|Will gdmit it to be a spiritual agency,
fage in which they had waited for;DPut AR no other way can they satis-
1 . " ) factorily explain its cause. If it
lgs, but pgm; Etmlua aixt;d I, fai_ng were a mere coincidence, or com-
thne gre’at::t. d,g}’cu’ﬁ;ﬁw@m l:yxip bination' of ordinary circumstances,
up. 1 {housht of Rosalind, -as ‘our|it ‘Would not happen so oftem, and
march up end down the. fallen logs:people would not be led to speak of
recommenced, and often excfaimedjthe long-absent always atl the mom-
With ber, “Oh, Jupiter! how weary, ®lt When they are just about to pre-
s e e e e e
: i usl was no beliey: ai
th:‘gg;g::g&ﬁ%‘_mt I:Zr:eo;?c:zﬁ termed my fanciful, speculative the-
were greeted with the sound. of|Ories; Yet at the tinie when his
well-known voices. James and Henry|Y0Ungest boy'and myself lay danger-
C had brought the ox-sleigh to|oUsly il and hardly expected to live,
meet us  at the-edge of the ~bush. I received from him a-letter; written
Never was splendid eguipage greet-|iD sreathhaste, wh.leh“ S cod
ed with such delight. Emilia and I|¥ith _ this sentemce: *“Do write to
now fairly exhansted with fatigue,|m® dear 8——, when you receive
scrambled into it and lying down this. 1 have felt FRIY Uneasy ‘bou?
on the straw which covered the bot-|YOU for some days' past, and am
tom of the rude vehicle, we drew|2{raid that all is not right at pme.
the buffalo robes jover our. faces,| _ Vhente ecame this sudden fear?
and actually slept soundly until we Vghy % thatpnttkzular sy d‘ld 7o
{reached Colonel € ’s _hospitable | thoughts . turn so despomdi:m ¥ to-
Idoos. wards those so dear to him? Why
« An excellent supper of hot® fish|did the-dark cloud in his mind hang
{and fried venison was smoking on :" heavily above his home? Thg
the table, with other good cheer, to|durden of my ‘weary and d"'t“’“';
| which we did ample justice. I, for|SPirit had reached him, and, with-
one, never was so humgry in my rout ‘knowing of our sufferings and
lite. We had'fasted . for- ‘twelye|danger, "his own responded. to the
'bours, and that on an intensely cota |21l :
;day, and. had -walked during that - i
‘period  upwards- of - twenty. miles. To be conttnued.)
Never, never shall I forget that weary -
jWwalk to Dummer; but a blessing
. followed it. < : i
It was midnight when Emilia and

of Canada be i;

to procure the common mnecessaries!fort.

lies coil’d

During my illness, a kind neigh-
bour, who ‘had not only frequently
come to see me, but ‘had broaght me
many nourishing things made by her
own fair hands, took a great fancy
to ‘my. second daughter, who, lively
-and volatile, could not Be imduced to
remain quiet in the sick chamber.
The noise she madesgreatly retarded
niy. recovery, and Mrs. H took

on miy heart that'! wéuild get up in

DIED IN PIGPEN .

4 o * “Colin MeGregor, a farmer living
I reached 'my humble home; our on the ridge mear Coe Hill, was

good friends the oxen bemg again found' dead in his hogpen by Malcolm

put !ln' rmiam!m: “t0 carry us there. b It
Emilia- went - immediately to bed, helor, Bired, man, It appears
o Twiiteh WESTWAIS MR o f ool ggﬁ .
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“POWER SC

“f d Involve Dams
agara and the St.
" rence Rivers

PRIVATE ENTEF

Governments -~ Co
Would Exercise R
tions of Charg

TORONTO, Dec. 29.—TH
cial, Post says: _

Simee ‘the; address of T.
Thomson, the eminent New
gineer, before the LCanadi
tacturer’s Association at T
international water power
went, there has been conj
soussion of thé subject
vial circles, particularly in
‘he faet that Secretary BaK
War Department at Wash
showing a keen desire to
guestion of the further div
water at Niagara. Falls |
Jeaves office in March. On
dro officials are also desirag
understanding if they are
enough water for the Chip
velopment. In view of tH
vision of power developme
ternational waterways, pre
Mr. Thomson, it would ung
be & matter for deep regre
ada were to be placed dat a
tage for all time througi
eonducted negotiations at 4

Speaking of the treaty
tions now being conside
Thomson . emphasizes:

“I trust, gentlemen, neit
try Will be allowed to get.
to fifty thousand cubic feef
ond, that they are asking
the two: Governments com
matter a8 one eomprehens
thereby obtaining the
amount of power at the m
cost.”’ ;

As has already been o
The Financial Pest, Mr. Th
association with Senator Pg
has long been identified
projects at Niagara, has a s
the building of a dam four
tow the falls at Foster's Fi
velop 2,000,000 horsepowes
lower river, at the same
ing & flow of ice through
and’ thus permitting of
the, water from sbove -the
generating another 2,000,
power—-ga- total of 4,000,8

. These projects would nof

with  present - power -dew
but “they would render
town-Chippawa- - eanal- en
‘contemplated ~ diversions
sary,"”-he says.

Power on the St. Lawrend

Mr. Thomson also has
for the development of po
+ 8t. Lawrence. He would
in the Lachine rapids and
ing open a channel to Mo
ocesan vessels. Further he g
“Ope or two - locks
raise the boats up to the
Louis level. In dredging
nel we could reclaim ten sq
of from the St. Law
er, which would be conng
Montreal by tunnels. We
tain about 1,000,000 hors
this site. The other two
in. the St. Lawrence Rive
tween Lake Francis and
eighty-three feet, and the
50 miles west from Lake
ninety-one feet. We cof
nearly 4,000,000 horsepoy
the St. Lawrence, which w
000 from the Niagara, wd
000,600, or to be comse
6,000,000 horsepower a y
is equivalent to 60,000,0
coal a year. This certs
result in the greatest nf
ing centre in the world &
from Montreal to Lake K
The Thomson-Porter 7
for development by pri
Prise under government
by Capada and the Uni
the project would involve
On the St. Lawrence $6
For Niagara dam
For Lachine project ..
To develop the rest of
the work and buy the
Barge Canal and the
Chippawa Canal

Making a total

C.P.R. STAFF REDUCED

The force of men emplyq
C.P.R. at its quarry nes
ville has been reduced f
but a score. Very litt
now being carried on. A
ficer visited the place
ago and found several
goods.

— o -

An ounce of contentms
. Beneficial to- 4 woman’s
8an 2 pound of cosmetic




