1774 Akno Quinto Decimo Regis Grorenr HIL Car. V.

1. Be st Enalted by the Governor, Council and Affembly, That
it fhall be law!ul for-any Perfons, who have Debts owing to them,
by any Perfon where the whole dealing or Caufe of Aéion does
not exceed Three Pounds, to caufe fuch Debtor 1o be fummoned
to appear before two Juftices of the Peace of the County or D i
firit where cither ¢f them fhall dwell, and the faid Juftioes
after futh Summons are hereby impowered to make fuch Orders
and Proceedings between fuch Parties, Plaintiffs and their Debtors
Defendants, touching fuch Debts as they find to fiand with B4uity
and-good Confcience, and fhall allow the Defendant 1o praduce
his Account againft the Plaintiff, or any Receipts ‘or other Dift
charges for Payments made, either in the whole -orin Part, and
the faid Juftices thall examine and enquire into the Merits of both
Accownts, and of fuch Difcharges, and by fuch othier Proof as b
them iball fecm requifite, to afcertain the Debt - fo due, and #t
their Difiretion to decree the Payment thereof, at-fuch different
Times and Periods as théy thall think fit and proper, agreeable
10 the Ciscumftances of the Debtor, and with as litle Prejudice as
poffible 1o the Creditor, and to award Cofts as they fhall find whe-
ther for the Plaintff or Defendant - without Appeal, unlefs the
Debtor Caufe of Aétion thall amount to upwards of Twenty
Shillings, any Law, Uflage or Cuftom' w0 thc contrary ndtwith-
fRanding. . '

1. And be it alfo Enafled, That if any Defendant after being
duly fommoned to appear, thall without juft Caufe to be aflow-
ed by the Juftices, refufe to appear, or fhall ‘ot perform fuch
Order as the Juftices thall make concerning fuch Pebts 4s afore-
faid, it thall be lawful for fuch Juflices to #flue 2 Warramt of Dif-
trefs againft the Goods and Charebs of fich Defendant, and
for Want of fuch Goods er Chattels whereon to devy the Sum
due with Cofts, as hercin after mentioned, fuch Juftices fhalicom-
mi¢ fuch Defendant to - Goal for any Time, not-execedisg twp
Months, according to the Amount of the Debt,'or unel he per-
forms fuch Order.

11, And be it alfo further Enalted, That no A&ion for any
Debt where the whole dealing or caufe of Aion does netgxceed
Three Pounds fhall be brought againft any Perfon in any Court
of Law in this Province, exceptby Appeal. - RETER

1V, Provided, That nothing in this A& fhall estend to any
Debt forany Rent upon any Leafe of Lands or Fenements, et
any other real Contraét or§ pecialty, or any Contra® concerning
Matrimony. , ‘ o

V. And be it Enafled, 'That the Summons in fuch Caufes as
relate to the Townthip of Halifax, thall be direted to the Pro-
voft Marfhall or his Deputy, and in all fuch Caufes as relate to the
_ : other

260.

Manner of Proceed-
ing before twe Jufo
tices in Suits where
the whole dealing

or caufe of Aliom
doces mot exceed £3.

No Appeal unlefs
Debt be upwards
of zos.

Defendant not ap-
St fefbiiiy ‘th'per-
forin ‘Order.- $er

Warrant of Diftrefs
to be iffued againft
Goods, &c.

and for want of
Goods, %c.to be
committed.

not exceeding two
Months.

Where no fuitDebt
or whole Dealing

does not exceed [3.
to be broughtin any
ather Coday, .

Certain Debts not
liable to be fued by
this AS.

Manner of dire&t-
ing the Summons.



