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tt-port on certain petitions conccrning statute labor and road
impruý emenits Ili the Hone district.

Select comrrttee.
Mr. Ketchuma,
Mr. Pern,
Mr. MNlackenzie,

February, 213t, 131.

To tXtl unos1tonintL5 v 1r Hia sI OF ASsMCLY.

The Select cormmittee ta whom was referred the petitini of
the Commissioners of the Kennedy road, and certain other inhabi-
tants o, S-arboroig'; the petition 'of Joh 1 Bagveil, Esqi. und cer-
bsin other inhabitants of Toronto, and thu adjointing townships; the
petit;on of J ames Bayes at- 437 freelioldersuit aotiers, inhablitants
if the cniuty of Tork, residing on or neuar Duntdas street; tihe! pe-
tition fi Lvid Jardine und 3 7 others, inthabitants of the town-
sh:ps of York, Eto bnk, V aua, Albion, Calldun, the gore of
Toronto, ke&; the p.titin of Christopher Tlhionýoî andi 39 others,
inhabtalita of S:arborough; the petiti In of Stephn lherrill tditi 35
olhers, residett in the sanie township; the petition of a committee
of the landlioldo rs of Scarb ro' appointeI at the last township meet-
ing ; the petition of John Judge, Wait Sweet and 5 others, free-
hollers ani inuhabiitanits of Toronrato;tlie petitin iof Johnt Lewis,
Jacob Belfrv, and 92 othier nitaohtnts iof York nuit Sinmco2; tie
petition of Vn Rlobert-ihaw, Joh Fletcher, and l 1othr inhabi-
tants of the same cointies ; the petition of.John Lelar and 116 oth-
er inhabitants of Chinguracoiisy; the petition of Henry Crosby, J.
Wismer, Culvin Cale, and 139 other inhabitants of Markham ; the
petition of George Barclay and others of Pickering; and the pe-
tition of SIas Fiet-'hrer and others of East Gwiliinbury, have a-
greed ta the following report:

The Freeholders of Markhanm in their petition, state, in sub-
stance, that to change the statuite labor liys would require a road
tax inst ad of work, would be feit as a heavy burtheni by a large
iiajority of the peopile ; that very nany persons find it a liard imlat-
ter ta raise cash enîough to paiy thet direct tas already imposed
bV law ; that ta maike ten years improvement at once, by btrroa-ving
on the security of a cash tax would leave the poorer classes of per-
sans assessel without anry opportnriitv, for 9 successive years, of
paying their assessmrents in labor wilh the coitractors-that in a
couitry with a po-pulation thinly scattered over an extensive territo-
ry, it is expedient to alla nv eaclh individual ta work upon Che ruads
L feels niast interested in the iinprovemetot of, that the different
persons through whose hands a cash tax wvould have ta puas, would
greatly lesscn its anounit ; that to take from the freeholders the
power they have so lag enjioy ed of appointiing their own overseers,
would bc an encroachmeniut upon thieir dearest riglhts as British sub-
þects; that the settlers have a far greaer interest in having goodl
roads, than any connmissioner that cotuld be appointed for Lire ; and
that in ail ne w settled townships thà leoplc hiave often tatile or

treble the amount of thieir statute labor in orier ta render tieir
roads p:assabe thr>ugh large tracts o runocu -]ed and resserved
lands ; but altho' it is, and bas ben io: and sriony f-lt ns an
cvil of no smal magnitui-le, Chat tie settiers have thus been obliged
ta spend their lime in making roadts throug'm these wastcs, and ai-
thouiglh it has been most carnestly desired hy them that the ,rents
and proceeds of Crown and Clergy Reserves might bu applied ta
the improvement of the roads aid schooling the freehoilders are
not aware that any on ever complained of statute labor, or desired
ta commute it; that hadI His Excelleney's circular proposei toI bor-
roiv money on the security of the sale of reserved publie lands, in-
stead of imposing an additional burthen uîpon the people, they
"9 have nu! the least doubt that a miteli larger sum might thus have
been raised for the immediate use of the ravince, and the statute la-
bor" ( left ta keep the roads made, by such m'nies, in repair; and
the event would have been haied with rapture by the whiole pop-
ulation ;' that in a new settlement it is oftein difficiit even for the
settiers tiemselves ta detprmine where a roai can h made to the
bestadvantage, and that ta expend ten years labor now, wouldl o-
blige the settlers ta pay the tax to meet the loan, and do statute la-
bor besides.-.Your committee concur in sentiment vith tne pe.
titioners.

The petitioners in Markham consider it inexpedient to dcpt
the proposition of the government for changing the statute labor
system into an Assessment tax, payable in money, and embody iin
their petitions the reasons why that change shouid not be made.

Tihe petitioners in Toronto ivish no alterations in the Statute
Labor laiws, other-than such changes as may be made from time ta
time at the annual Town meetings, and pray that a ta in money
may not be levied.

The-Petitior.ers from bevond the ridges express a strong de-
gree of rpugnance ta the alterations proposed in the circular of
the goverrnmient.

The petition ofithe Select committec appoined h Cv the land-
h'ldrs of Scarhoroîugr tI0o ppose the change proposeI in the

râad laws, recites the followinug resolution ashaving b'een adnopted in
that tmwn-hip at its annuial mneting.' " Resôlved;" that it is the
opinion-of Chis meeting that in the present state" cf the province

A

110 plan can be adopted for the imrprovement of the highwavys bet-
ter clculated to attai ithe desired object, thîan ithe ce nowk i in ue,
of each ini.abitanit perforning Statute labor accordîng tu bis rate
upon Ihe ussessment rall."

The petition of ihe freeholders and1 oher inhabitants bordering
un Dundas sirett sets forth that it is. expcdient to improve 0hat
grent thorouglhfare by grants of public money so as to render it

eifectly pas.ible i all times of the yeur before Legislative grants
to anv considerable amlount are made to impr.ve any roads paral-
lel to or side rotyds leading intof te back eoutlry ; that with a
snall sum granted for its inprovement, the road between York nînd
Dundas mantv be mnade a perfectly good road, that enterprising in-
dividuals have, nt great expense, placefd ines of stages on that
road, which vere for a long time attended vith loss andare only
noV Ibecomin oani benefit to the a wnrs, and thut it is inexpedi-
eit to alter the rout of the imail frot Dundas streut to the lake
shore rond.

Ail the other petitions referred to vour committee arc for Le-
gislative grants of money t ube made io imrniove ic ruads and
bridges of he county of York gtnerally, or for grants wlerewith
to beg,:î or complete certain specific iniprovemeints in particular
towns or pices vithin the said county ; and somte of the petition-
ers express au opinion Ihat the expenditure of the monies granted
last yeir for roads lhas been attended with very beneicial effects,
and given great satisfaction to the country.

Tvo of the membiers of your connmmittee have, during the
last year, examinei the state of nany of ftle bye-roads through
vhichl the inhabitants of the backi townships corne to narket with
thoir produce ; and find them ini general in a wretched etate.
Were the reserves appropriated to pay the interest of a loan te

aittcadamize the grent roads, and tols afterwards established to
keep them in repair, it would enable the Legislature to bestow a
far greater sum annually upon the bye.roads; whieh would videni
the circle in vhich prodice is brought te this town; diminish the
expense of carriage ; induce new aettlers to go back into the wil.
dernesz ; enrich these settlers; stimulate the whole population tu
inucreased industry ; and thus becorne a powerful means of adding
to the weall and prosperity of the country.

Your connittee are of opinion tiat, (however well meant) a
more inespedient mode of improvinig the roads than that suggested
by the Executive gov't could scarcely have beei devised. It pro.
posed to anticipate the next ten ycars statute labor of the farmersof
the colony, by borrowinîg betweîen two and three vundred thousand
pounds upon the security of a tax to hc substituted in place ofm oad
work ; and that the sumn thus buorrowed should be at once expend-
ed on the roads under the inspection of vornuissioners ta be named
by parliament. The Crowi reserves, the clergy reserves, the col-
lege la:nd and thle Canada Company's conditional purchase, with
the waste lands unsurveyed in tihe .rear of certain Districts, com-
pose perlhaps n. fourth part of te whole landed property in the coa-
lony. Tiese lands pay no taxes, and produce little public benefit ;
yet bv running. ,the agriculturists in debt, as vas proposed, they
void have been at once raised in value Cd. to 5s. an acre, and

the Ciergy, Crown, College Council and Canada Company would
not have been called on ta expend a farthing or seil a lot'in aid of
the undertaiking. Ilonvever unpopuîlar tolls may be, they vould
be preferable to his Excellency's proposition-for they only who
travelled would have to pay--Adim Smnitha doctrine concerning
roads anid tills appears more reasonable as an abstract proposition.
Io argues thus. " The expense of maintaining good roads and
" communications is, no doubt, beneficial to the vhole society, and
"rnay, therefore, without any injustice he defrayed by the geuerat
" contribution of the whole society. This expense however is
" most irmediately and directly beneficial to those who travel, or

carry goods frnm one place to another, and ta those who consume
suci goods. The turnpike toils in England, and the duties cail-
ed peages in other countries, lay it altogether upon those two dif-
ferent sets of people, and thereby discharge the general reve-

" nue ofl the society from a very considerable burthen."
Several petitions numerously signed, were last year resent-

ed ta the Legislature, some in favor of, and others oppoed to the
ectablishnent of Toll Gates on Yonge Street. The Freeholders
of Mlarkhan in their petition before your committee, represent,
that Tolls would be fuit as a grievance of no small magnitude, for
example, sav the,-" Suppose a man residing in Brock, or Tho'

rah, or any of aur new and distant settlements sixty miles from
"-York, should have one load of produce te carry te York in a

year, and many of them wili not have more-flis county tax is
5 S.-hlis t+all wouldi be onle penny -% mile going, and the same re-

"turning, which would be lOs -'e performs the journey in five
" days, at an expense for himself and his team iof 5s. per day
" his foad is vorti say £3-leaving hin nett 17s. 6d. wherewith
" to furnisha his fanily with a twelve monîth's necessary articles of
" merchandize, the like sum having been reserved for commuted

statute labor and tolls--while the man ias also t work 6 or 8
days in a year to keep his woody swarmpy roads in such a condi.

" tion as wili enable him ta travel in his oVn neighbourhood.
In Luer Canada the tall bar betweeni Montreal and La Chine

has enabiei the trustees to ke'ep that section of the iravelled rod to
this province.in good repair.-In winter the, toilsare, fot colle cted.

In England anti Steniand tols were e.stablihedabout 0 vears
ago and were auithorisedby sp:cpara acta af parliament-" When
" a proposai cis started'frthe establishment o a new"toll inuanys
"couunty or parish, ameeting of-the proprietors of the 'landsa
" through whielhthe road, is torun,,and ivhom ofcourse1iit isin-

tended tC benefit, is sunmoned-there the plan is laid before


