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ready eftablithed and of old ftandirg, whercin the value of landvs is léfs.

usequal, the new fettlers therein futfer much impofition, as their means =

are meafured by thofe of the ol \inabitants, who being the greater num-
ber xive faw tothem. Thefe affuflinents, although very hard in many
cales, are far from producing the bad effects which a tax impofed by the-
Provincial Parliament would have, for the particular nature of their ob-
je&, and the known origin of the laws from whence they proceed; re-
moves from them every idea of a tax impofed by the prefent government,

and every apprehenfion of the like in future ; and imprefles them alto-
gether with very different ideas to what a tax impofed by the prefent
government would give rife to. ‘

Such are the motives that led the Afflembly to believe that generally, -
from the unadvanced ftate of this Province, a land tax would be im-
practicable. A

In the prefent cafe, the propofed tax appeared airogether unjuft,
as the inhabitants of the towns, whofe riches confift in moveable effects,
‘wouild have been totaily exempted from contributing.to the building
of prifons, which are particularly neceflary for {ecuring their property,

The Aflembly confidercd generally, that an impoft upen Coinmércc,
and particularly upon objects, fuch as thofe that are taxed in the afore-
faid AQ, wasthe moft juft, the leaft felt, and the repartition the moit
equal. ' ' o

The complaints of the merchants againft this impoft are unfounded,
as it is a well known principle, that the confumer pays ultimately, and
that the merchant only advances the money in the mean time,——The
Altin queftion facilitates this advance in fuch a manner, asto take a-
way from the merchant every real fubject of complaint. ‘

It has been obje&ted that the merchants labour under more difadvan-’
tageous circumftances in this country than elfe-where on’ account of
the duties, becaufe-they cannot re-expart their commodities from hence
to other markets. This circumftance, in lieu of being a difadvantage to -
them, appears in their favour, forit gives them the power of regulat- .
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