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/TRADE RELATIONS WiTH THE
IMTtD STATED.

When Congress abiogated tlic conimer i.tl 
relations which existed between the United 
Slates and this country under the Reciprocit y 
Treaty, it was felt that its mcihbors were 
actuated by political motives. Time has 
served to confirm the correctness of this view.

During the existence of the treaty, the 
c mimerce of the two countries increased with 
surprising rapidity. In the comparatively 
short space of eleven years, oar transactions 
ran up t<> jhe large amount of $400,000.000, 
the “balance of trade” being generally in 
favor of our neighbors. In disturbing the 
Wise measure which produced these gratify­
ing results, Congress struck a blow at inter­
national trade, and an explanation of stieh a 
suicidal policy coiltd only be found in politi­
cal intrigue — the vain hcyx.- that Canada 
could be “ starved ” into annexation.

This freak of American statesmanship, of 
which Consul-General Rafter, of savoury 
memory, claimed to be the author, has proved 
an utter failure.. Instead of bringing this 
country to its knees, as a humble supplicant 
for admission into the Republic, it has served 
to hasten the consolidation of British America 
under Confederation, and to teach our people 
many lessons of self-reliance and enterprise, 
of which they stood greatly in need.

We have learned, and so have our neigh-

ls*rs, that the commercial prcmjaritv of Ca­
in,.a is not dependent on their niafketa, or 
those of any other country. Five years ago,, 
many among us did fear the results of the 
high duties placed by. Congress on our pro­
ductions ; but during what period has this 
country ever,l>eeii more prosjierous l All fears' 
have been disappointed, and all classes of our 
people find themselves more prosperous to­
ri.y without reciprocity than during the 
p,.lu iett jieriod of its existence.

Proofs of this are abundant. They can tie 
found in the commercial activity which exists, 
the increase in number and excellence of 
our manufacture*, the commencement of 
numerous railroads ami other useful public 
works, the extraordinary increase of deposits 
in our banks, and the promptness and ease 
with which financial obligations are being 
met from one cud of the Dominion to the 
other.

Whilst Canada flourishes without recipro­
cal trade wi*h the United States, however, 
we are not insensible to its advantages. It 
may be, indeed we believe n is the fact, that 
the bulk of : he.high duties, im postal by Uou- 
grvs ■ on ov.r cx]«ort-. across > he lines, come 
oui of the pockets of the American* tlieui- 
selves. This is certainly the ease with their 
imports of lumber, of which they purchase 
more from us than qf anything else ; but 
not^ ithstauding all this, there can lie no 
doubt that free commercial intercourse with 
our neighbours, would augment still more, 
our present prosj-erity. We would not—if 
we could—blot out the five years we have had 
of restricted trade relations with our best 
customer. Time alone will unfold the im­
mense service its experience has been to 
British America. But we have learned its 
invaluable lessons, and recognizing the stimu­
lating efleets of Frye Trade upon our Com­
merce, and the good which both countries 
would reap from it, Canada stilW* ready to 
consider any fair pressais which tho United 
States may bring forward.

That the present commercial policy of Con­
gress towards this country has proved a 
failure is generally admitted by the leading 
commercial writers across the lines. It has 
inflicted heavy loss upon many of their citi­
zens by the partial diversion of our trade into , 
othçr channels ; as a political move in the 
interests of ‘ ‘ manifest destiny,” it has proved 
a blunder, and in some cases, an eminent 
writer tell us, a blunder is worse than a crime. 
The feeling grows steadily, that they have 
much to lose, and a great deal to gain, by 
returning to the jiolicy of encouraging inter­
national trade with tis, and we believe the 
main obstacle, which at present prevents the 
American Government from presenting pro­
posals on the subject, is an unwillingness on

the part rif the Republicans to admit the 
failure of their present legislation.

There have lieen rumours at various times, 
of projiosals made by one or other of the two 
Governments, for the establishment of bet­
ter trade relations. Shortly after parliament 
rose last session, negotiations of some kind 
took place between President Grant’s Cabi­
net, or the Committee of ways and means, 
and the British Ambassador, Mr. Thornton, 
on the subject. The nature of the projK»sali 
made will not likely be known until Parlia­
ment again assembles ; hut it is evident, from 
the result, that they were not of a satisfac­
tory character to our Government. The fact 
of the matter is, Congress has not yet screwed 
up its toiirage to the point of coming down 
from its present position, and meeting us on 
fair and equal terms, and any other terms no 
Canadian Administration dare propose for 
the acceptance of ,tho‘ people’s representa­
tives.

The present attitude of Canaria on this 
important question is a wise one. We are 
a> pnnq*. rous as at any jieriod without reci­
procity ; but we believe we would lie still 
more so with it. Having already made over- 
tvr a) the Americans, which were rejected, 
we at e not prepared to renew them, but we 
are prepared to consider any equitable propo­
sa ion which they may See fit to make. It is 
the turn of our neighbors now to make a 
move in. the matter, and until they consider 
it to the interests of the United States to do 
so, the people of Canada can well afford to 
wait.

GOLD MINING AS A COMMERCIAL 
^ENTERPRISE.

Now that the excitement which was caused 
by the first discovery of gold in'the province 
of Ontario, and the revulsion consequent 
upon the wholesale disapiiomtiiient of those 
who were duped by the swindlers and para­
sites, that flocked to the scene of its discos ery, 
like vultures to a battle field, into the exjiect- 
tation finding a rich mine i« every hole 
in the ground, have equally become a record 
of the past ; this may be a seasonable time 
to enquire how far gold-mining is to be 'con­
sidered a legitimate brandi of commercial 
enterprise, and what inducement it offers for 
the investment of capital, and tho employ­
ment of labor..

In treating of this subject, we shall leave 
out of the account those mines whoso excep­
tional richness warrants and invites the im­
mense outlay^ and the herculean labour 
requisite to reach the remote"and rugged fast­
nesses in which thi y are situated ; and also 
those in which the precious metal is found 
in such a state as to be obtainable by the 
simple and inexpensive process of pin or


