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Shall we Return ?
It has been said to me, and to the Methodist» 

of this place, by a certain Minister of the Church 
of England, “ That the Methodists ought to re 
turn to the .Church, because John Wesley «ever 
wished his followers to separate from it- That 
be is not singular in this belief and wish n evi­
dent from the recent systematic effort made m 
England to eflect » return, but without suc cess- 
it is true, Mr. Wesley never separated nor .ltd 
be wish his people to separate from the t Imrcb, 
bot * the Church woohi not receive bun w.tb 
bis beloved and God-honored Methodism, and as 
be could not in conscience separate bim-ell from 
that faith which had been life from the «lead to 

I Mmself and to thousands through his ir«trumen-
ggjjty,_therefore the Church separated bull him
and them, and ts be believed it to be bis duty, 
y»ing directed by the Spirit and Providence ol 
God to vary not from the ‘ Worship and Doc­
trines' but irom the laws and orders of the 
Church, be lived and died a separated Mem­
ber and Minister of that Communion. “ The 
eenae of his separation," he tells us, “ arose 6rat 
while my brother and 1 were at Oxford, tor 
our endeavouring to be real Christiana It was 
increased abundantly when we began to preach 
repentance and remission ol sins, and insisted 
that we are justified by faith. For this cause we 
were excluded from preaching in the Church." 
Now 1 think-it evident, that as Mr. Weeley could 
never return to the Cbuicb unless he could be 
allowed to vary Irom it as be did, and Ilia' with 
God’s spproval and manifest blessing in the con­
version ol thousands of sinners to God, be could 
never wish his people to do what be could not 
and did not do himself, that is return to the 
Church. The grand question then to be settled 
k, “ Will the Methodists fall back from the ad­
vancer they have made towards primitive Chris­
tianity, or would the Establishment advance to 
overtake them 7" If the Methodists toll back, 
then Methodism exists no longer as it is, and 
must be annihilated or merged in that of the 
Church, and if the Church advances, then the 
Church ceaaes to be what it now is, and roust be 
built up anew, after the model of John Wesley'» 
Methodism ; bat the formel cannot fall hack 
wlple the spirit of its foamier animates it, and 
while God is with us as it was with him in the 
conversion and salvation of precious souk, and 
it is certain that the latter will not, as has been 
lately proved in England.

May we be allowed to state what we think the 
Church would have to advance, and what the 
Methodists would have to fall back Irom to ob 
tain the return so ardently desired.

First as regards the Church ; they would have 
to bury that old and childish relic ol the Church 

V of Rome, 1 Apostolic Succession' “ which is look 
ed upon as an unwholesome graft from an evil 
stock ; or as an inoculcation Irom the diseased 
body ol Rome, poisoning the system of the Es­
tablishment and leaving it subject to jieriodical 
attacks of Romanist lever followed bv cold fils of 
Rationalism, as a! this day." This figment leads 
to the unscriplural Doctrine, that Bishop is a 
Ditine order of Ministers, and above that ot 
Presbyters, which Mr. Wesley could not receive, 
believing as he did that they were one and the 
same order ol Ministers; it also leads to the ex 
elusion of all other Minister», except those ol' the 
Church ot Rome, as unauthorized Ministers of 
Christ, because they have not been Episcopally 
ordained, however holy and however useful they 
have been in the conversion of sinners to God 
They must be rejected by the Establishment, 
tbough.it is evident that they have been called 
of God and employed by Him in the adding to 
and building up of the true Church ol Christ.— 
This exclusiveness on the part of the Church 
did not appear “ until far on in the reign of 
(Jueen Elizabeth, for till then Diocesan Episco­
pacy was never considered essential to constitute 
a Ministry, but Presbyterian Ministers or those 
of the Protestant Churches of the continent 
were admitted to officiate with the Ministers of 
the Church ol England.” The Church then 
must renounce Diocesan Episcopacy as essen­
tial to the Ministry, and receive all Scrip­
tural Presbyters or Bishops to her Communion 
as duly authorised Ministers ol Christ. 
She must cleanse from her communion all 
Romanistic Tractarians, Germaniatic Rational­
ists, and Anglican Puseyites, anil retain none 
but Evangelical Ministers and their communi­
cants ;—so that the Church may answer its own 
definition of what constitutes a Church, which is 
“a congregation of laithful men, in which the 

• pare word ol God is preached and the sacra­
ments duly administered,” for only in such a 
Church could the Methodists live and grow,— 
And Mr: Wesley in his day declared that he 
would not give over his flock to iny that did not 
come up to the above definition of a true church. 
“ I have neither power nor right," he remarked, 
“ to dispose ol them contrary to their own con­
sciences. Does Mr. C. or you think that the 
King and Parliament have right to prescribe to 
me what pastor 1 shall use. If they present one 
whom 1 know God has never sent, am 1 obliged 
to receive him V If he be sent ol God, can I re 
ceive him with a clear conscience till 1 know he 
is? And even when 1 do, if I believe my for­
mer pastor is more profitable to my soul, ran f 
leave him without sin V or has any man in Eng 
land a right to require this of me V” They would 
have to admit of Lay-preaching, for, remarks 
Mr. Weeley, “ If we can't stop a separation 
without stopping Lay-preaching, the case is 
clear, we cannot stop it at all.” They would 
have to receive Methodist Ministers without re­
ordinal ion, and tbeir flocks without rf, baptism, 
and consider their ordination and their baptism 
valid.

They would be required to institute Class 
meetings with Lay Leaders, male and leurale— 
love leasts and prayer meetings.

They would have to allow extempore preach­
ing and extempore prayer in the Church.

Thus far at least the Church would have to ad­
vance to gain the Methodists. Let us see what 
the Methodists would have to toll back from— 
we might answer in a word from all that consti­
tutes Methodism of the 19th Century in particu­
lar. They would be required to sit no more 
under the ministry where they were first enlight 
ened and brought to God and where they have 
a thousand times been edified and comforted— 
to listen no more to the eat nest sermons and 
warm exhortations ol our Lay Brethren, no more 
to hold communion with their Methodist Bre­
thren in their prayer meetings—class meetings, 
love-feasts, watch night services, and covenant 
meetings—in those blessed means of grace, 
where they “ the men of grace have found glory 
begun below." They would have to forego en­
tering and taking part in oar missionary meet­
ing» and Sunday Schools, and collectors for the 
Heathen must collect no more for the Wesleyan 
Missionary Society although God has through 
her agency converted thousands ol heathens— 
and they would bare to enter the Church and 
hear it may be a Tractarian, a Puseyite, a 
rationalist, or perchance an orthodox or Evan­
gelical. Tb<y would have U minuter» to preach 
from a manuscript and pray from a prayer book, 
and * a Lfty to bury their extemporaneous 
talents in the forme prescribed ia the Church's 
prayer book and both would be booed down to

those law, and onto»» of the Establishment which 
—etc Divine. O roetbinks the Me-DO man ran

Ihodtots uo«U never so fall back to meet the de- 
mt~LÊ ol the Church, unlew they cast off their 
Snt leilh and their fir.t love. We admit there 
are many evangelical ministers and many pious 
members ol the Church who long for a reform 
among ils ministers and people, and tar be it 
from us lo try to separate them Irom her com- 
munion Nay, we would rather say to them, 
abide where you are and labor and pray lor that 
reform. Remain orthodox among the heter­
odox, evangelical among the anti evangelicals— 
the true among the false, as lights amidst the 
darkness, that the object of your desire and 
prayer may be realized, so that the Establish­
ment may be. as a church should be “ a congre 
gration of laitblul men where the pure word of 
God is preached and the sacraments duly admin­
istered." It appears lo roe that the spirit and 
providence of God which gave rise to the organ­
ization of Methodism has never made it evident 
that it is the duty of the Methodists to return to 
the Church. In our separated existence snd 
organization we have been and are still honored 
of God in the conversion ol sinners both in 
Christendom and in Heathendom, and our 
Church now (for we call our Methodism a 
Church) as has been lately ascertained in the 
two particulars of adherent» and communicants, 
that the comparative strength of the Church 
and Methodists ia such that an argument might 
with considerable plausibility be maintained as 
to which has the balance In its favour—that is 
taking both bodies as they exist throughout the 
world. Thus in a little more than a century has 
Methodism according to the above Watement 
come up to the Church (which has existed many 
centuries and as some say Irom the days of the 
Apostles) in numerical strength, and that loo 
amidst persecution from every quarter not ex­
empting the Church itself, while the Church 
from the days ol John Wesley at least has had 
little or nothing to sutler in comparison, and if 
Methodism continue to advance at the same 
ratio that she has for the last century she must 
in another century far outrun the Establishment 
in adherents and communicant» Our prosper­
ity then lor the last century indicates that Me­
thodism is still owned and blessed of God and if 
faithful it will continue as Mr. Wesley himself 
believed unto the end of time. The Church 
must wish ns to return either because they fear 
us or they love us, we hope the latter. If we 
cannot in conscience return—let us not fall out 
by the way—let us agree to differ, and that if the 
tribe of Judali cannot be merged into that of 
Ephraim or that ol Ephraim into that ol Judah, 
“ That Judah shall not vex Ephraim and that 
Ephraim shall not vex Judah,* but that they 
both will provoke one another to love and to 
good works, and that both will contend earnest- 
ly (not enviously) for the laitb once delivered 
unto the Saints until both together shall see eye 
to eye In those things which now separate us— 
and above all until both shall be " clear as the 
sun—fair as the moon, and terrible as an army 
with banners," to (he praise and glory of Christ, 
the only Head and Foundation and Corner Stone 
of the Church. A MkthodisT.

St. David's, Aug. 1 st, 1857.

present. At night the beautiful grounds 
and orchestra were tastefully illuminated, 
and a display ol fireworks closed the festivi­
ties of the occasion. The sum of £210 was 
realized by entrance fees and sales of re­
freshments, which, after defraying expet,-es, 
will be appropriated lo the liquidation of 
the debt upon our chapel.— Cum.
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Charlottetown Sabbath-School.
To the KJitor ol tl« Provincial Wesleyan :

It affords me pleasure lo inform you, that 
or. Sunday the 9th instant a sermon was 
preached in behai f of the W esleyau Sabbath 
School in this city, and a good collection 
was taken up in aid of the funds of the 
institution. There were nearly three hundred 
children present on the occasion, all of whom 
demeaned themselves with the quietness, 
order, and attention of professing Christians 
of malurcr age. The singing ot the chil­
dren under the direction ot Brother .lames 
Moore, was executed with great propriety 
and satisfaction.

On Thursday the 13th inst., the scholars, 
numbering two hundred and fifty, met in 
the Church and walked from thence in pro­
cession through the town, accompanied by 
their Minister, Superintendent and Teachers 
—the children bearing flags with appropri­
ate mottoes, such as, “ Early Days,” See., 
See. One flag rose high over all the rest, 
proclaiming the cheering truth, “ Hie banner 
over them is Love"—the teachers and scho­
lars chanting the praises of Him who in the 
days of His flesh said, “ Suffer little children 
to come unto me, and forbid them not, for 
of such is the kingdom of God.”

It was pleasant and joyous to have parents 
and teachers, old and young, all unite in 
sweetest song, saying,—

“ O, I long for the joy* of that glorious time,
The sweetest, the brightest, the beet,

When dear little children, of every clime,
Shall t ome to His arms and bo blest

They soon arrived at Kensington, one of 
nature’s lovely spots—just suited for such a 
gathering, “ both young men and maidens, 
old men and children." We were strongly 
reminded of the prayer of David, when he 
criêd, “ Rid me and deliver me from the 
hand of strange children, whose mouth 
speaketh vanity, and their right hand is a 
right hand of falsehood : that our sous may 
be as plants grown up in their youth,—that 
our daughters may be as corner-stones pol­
ished after the similitude of a palace.”— 
“ Happy is that people whose God is the 
Lord !"

At half-past three the children were libe­
rally regaled, and evidently enjoyed the 
edibles provided for them by the generosity 
ol their teachers and friends. After the 
/'children had. done ample justice to the good 
things before them, a very large number of 
visitors partook of that beverage which 
cheers but not inebriates. Alter lea, suit­
able pieces were sung by the children, and 
short and appropriate speeches were deli­
vered by the Rev. Mr. Pope and the Minis­
ter on the Circuit.

Solemn prayer was offered to the Great 
Head of the Church for His blessing to 
descend upon the children of our people, 
and upon the officers and teachers of the 
Sabbath School. After the benediction 
was pronounced, loud and repeated cheers 
were given lor her Majesty (jueen Victoria, 
and the visitors and friends scattered to 
their respective homes, evidently much 
pleased with the entertainment.

The scholars marched in order to the 
Church, and were dismissed by the Minis­
ter. It was a day not soon to be forgotten 
by the lambs of the flock.

Yours truly, I-
Charlottetown, P.E.I., Avgutt 17.

Festival at Fredericton.
A grand festival was held on Wednesday 

the 12th inst. by the Wesleyans of Freder­
icton and their friends in the grounds of the 
Hon. Judge Wilmot. The weather was 
most propitious, and equal to our sanguine 
expectations. The sun shone brilliantly, 
and the heat was tempered by a gentle 
breeze. A large number of friends from 
St. John and the surrounding country favor­
ed the festival with their presence and sup­
port, and in the course of the day about 2,000 
persons visited the gardens and grounds, for 
whose reception and entertainment Jodge 
Wilmot, with his accustomed kindness and 
generosity, had made every needful provi­
sion. The band of the 76th Regt. was in 
attendance during the day, and, with the 
choir of the Wesleyan Chapel, provided a 
rich treat for all lovers of musk who were

ComiLunicatfcniR designed for this t aper muet be accom­
panied by the name of the writer in confidence.
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respondent».

British Methodism,
We eontinne our extracts. The Mis­

sionary Committee met in Liverpool on 
the 28th of July. After the devotional ex­
ercises the Rev. Dr. Hannah, lormally ex­
tended a cordial welcome to Dr. Stinson on 
his return from America and to his com­
panion, Mr. Churchill, and the President 
invited them to seats upon the platform.

The Revs. Dr. Hoole and George Osborn 
read the Minutes of the General and 
Finance Committees of the Wesleyan Mis­
sionary Society, which were rather lengthy, 
bat of a very iuteresting character. They 
had reference, among other items, to the 
continuation of a grant of £730 for the pre­
sent year and the following one, in aid of 
Canadian Missions;—the late murder ol the 
Rev. Mr. Thomas, at Beechamwood, and 
the consequent necessity for the reinforce­
ment of the Missionary staff in Kaffraria ; 
—the failing of the health of one of the 
General Secretaries, Mr. Arthur, the Com­
mittee’s sympathy with him in bis affliction, 
their granting him leave of absence, and his 
subsequent return from a tour lor the bene­
fit of his health ;—the testimony of the 
Committee to the valuable services of Mr. 
Boyce in the absence of Mr. Arthur ;—the 
commencement of actual preaching by Mr. 
Cox, in the Chinese language ;—the render­
ing of Governmental assistance to the Wes­
leyan Schools at Madras ;—the attendance 
of a deputation from the Committee at the 
funeral of the late Dr. Harris as a token of 
respect their sympathy with, and contri­
bution of £25 to the testimonial fund in com­
memoration of the intrepidity and success­
ful labours of the Rev. Dr. Livingston, in 
the vast continent of Africa ;—the Secreta 
ries letter lo Lord Clarendon on the China 
question, requesting attention to he paid by 
Ibe Government, in their instructions to 
Lord Elgin to secure as far as possible reli­
gious liberty, and protection to Christian 
Missionaries in China, the only present 
means to that end being a constructive 
authorisation limited to the five ports ; to 
which communication Lord Clarendon had 
replied that the matter should receive due 
consideration, and, in a subsequent commu 
nication, that instructions had been given to 
the British Plenipotentiary to secure the 
protection of the lives and properly of Mis­
sionaries iu that country ;—the establish­
ment of (he Protestant Missions Medical 
Society, in consequence of the letters of 
Mr. Harvey, which Society had sent quanti' 
ties of medicines lo the Wesleyan Mission 
in the friendly Islands ;—the realisation of 
£ i l'.I.iWU as the income of the past year, 
and the freedom of the Society from the 
debt which had lor so long a period encum' 
bered its operations the death of the Rev 
Daniel West while on a deputation to Wes 
tern Africa ;—the circumstances unfolded by 
the report of Mr. West on the financial po­
sition of the Cape Coast Mission ;—the trans­
lation of a book of Arithmetic and selections 
from Mr. Wesley’s Sermons into Samoan,— 
ol the Communion service into Chinese, ot 
five books of the Old Testament into Cana- 
rese, of Dr. Barth’s short history of the 
Church into Tongese, See. ;—the prepara­
tion of a life of the late Rev. D. West, 
which would prove a valuable addition to 
existing Missionary literature ;—the supply­
ing of 21 vacancies for Missionaries, the 
average cost of whose outfit would not ex­
ceed £2,000 ;—and the expression of the 
Committee’s high sense of the valuable ser­
vices of the Secretaries ; which last item 
was read by the Rev. John Scott. *

The Rev Dr. Hoole then rose and said— 
Having, in calling over the names of the 
Committee, mentioned the name of Dr. 
Bunting, he felt asesured the brethren pre­
sent would allow him a few minutes to refer 
to that venerable man. He (Dr. Hoole) 
was confined to the house on Saturday last, 
and on Sunday, by temporary indisposition. 
On Sunday evening he received a message 
from Dr. Bunting, that if he were too unwell 
to go to Dr. Bunting’s house, he (Dr. B.) 
would get a cab and visit him. lie (Dr. H.) 
immediately went over, and lound Him, as 
regarded his health, suffering great pain, 
but cheerful in spirits, and evidently with 
very considerable spiritual enjoyment.— 
The Dr. gave him a message for the Con­
ference,' and another for the Theological 
Iustitution Committee, which he hoped to 
deliver when these bodies assembled. He 
also look the opportunity ol talking over 
with him the affairs of the Missionary So­
ciety, and he, (Dr. Hoole) thought it due 
that two or three particulars, arising out ol 
that conversation, should be mentioned to 
the Committee on the present occasion.— 
First, he thought it right to turn the atten­
tion of the Committee to the fact that, ac­
cording to the plan laid down in the minutes 
just read, it was not intended, during the 
present year, to irtcur any great additional 
expense. Theie was, therefore, no proba­
bility that they would this year get into 
difficulty. They had, indeed, even now, to 
borrow money ; but they were not likely to 
increase the expenditure over the amount of 
income. He thought it right that the Com­
mittee should know that fact. At the same 
time, looking at Western Africa, he thought 
that next he should mention what he (Dr. 
H.) learned from good authority last week, 
that the plan for the transportation of negroes 
to the West Indies was nowin active opera­
tion—that at the receipt of the last advices 
not fewer than six thousand negroes were 
assembled at Lagos to be transported by 
French merchants,—ihat amongst these 
were 300 Kroomers, who had signed, as 
they thought, to go to the Gaboon River ; 
but when they had signed it they were told 
that they had" signed an agreement to go to 
the West Indies for a term of eight years. 
It was very desirable that the nefarious 
character of these proceedings should be 
known, and that the country should hear 
something of the sentiment of the Commit­
tee on the matter. The Wesleyan Mis-, 
sionary at Lagos was a short time ago oblig­
ed to leave on account of ill health ; had he 
remained there, he might perhaps have done 
something to save some of these poor peo­
ple Irom the trap into which they had fallen. 
At all events it was evident that no time 
should be lost in sending a successor to Mr. 
Gardiner, and in increasing the number of 
Missionaries on that part of the coast ; for 
Missionaries were the only friends of ne­
groes there. It was also thought desirable 
that he should call the attention of the Com­
mittee to lacts which had transpired since 
the last Minutes had been written,—chiefly 
in regard to India. It should be remember­
ed that a traffic had been kept op fora long 
time for the government of India, by which

it realized £3,000.000 per annum, by caus­
ing to be introduced into China, contrary lo 
law or treaty, opium ; and that they carried 
on trade regmdless of the interest» ol the 
souls and bodies of the millions of Chinese 
to whom that drug bad been disposed of.— 
Now upon that Coitulry (India.) had fallen 
a tremendous calamity the larger portion ot 
it if not in a stale of revoll was in the 
hands of an army which was iu that state. 
The army of India was a portion ol the 
community lo whan the missionaries had 
not been permitted to have aciess, if they 
had had access, converted men would have 
had to leave the army; and if a Christian 
had been introduced to that tinny with a 
view of joining it, he would have been re­
jected because he wm a Christian. Of course 
he now referred to the native regiments.— 
It was an opinion of the native Mission­
aries in India, that if the Government thirty 
years ago would have permitted Christians to 
enter the army and form Christian regiments, 
there would now have been a quarter or 
half a million of well trained men who 
would have been faithful to the British in­
terests. No doubt many of them would he 
so faithful. He could not help connecting 
all these things together ; but they thought 
at the same time to remember that a very 
great deal was yet due from the Christians 
ol thielountry to the heathens and Mahout - 
medans of those lands.

The principal resolutions adopted were as 
follows :—

I. “ That this nueting leels called upon 
to record its devout gratitude to the Giver 
of all good for the favours vouchsafed by 
Him to this Society in the past year ; espe­
cially in completely relieving it, after a 
lengthened period ol greater or less pecuni­
ary embarrassment, Irom the remains of 
debt. Considering the grave difficulties by 
which a considerable part of the period in 
question was marked, the meeting recognises, 
in the steadfast and liberal support of our 
friends throughout the Connexion generally, 
a manifest token of the goodness of God, 
who tbns worked in bis people both to will 
and to do liberal things on behalf of His 
own work. While tendering lo those friends 
hearty thanks for their faithful help, and 
joyful congratulations on the present position 
of the Society, the meeting would remind 
them that, lor many years, populous regions 
of the earth have been in vain appealing to 
our Society for Mi-sionaries, and that many 
stations have been much enfeebled, and that, 
therefore, the present moment, though one 
for thankfulness, is not one for complacency, 
but for a vigorous renewal of efforts to en­
large the resources of the Society, so as to 
enable it to meet, at least to some good ex­
tent, the calls made upon it for extension.'1

II. “That this Committee has heard 
with the deepest regret and alarm the itelli- 
gence of the opening of a traffic which, there 
is great reason to fear, and ;r whatever name 
it may be disguised, and with whatever re­
strictive forms conducted, will be substan­
tially a revival of ihe accursed slave trade 
which was abolished by this country half a 
century since, and which this country has 
ever since bi en labouring, and with great 
diligence and at a large pecuniary cost, to 
suppress, and to induce other countries to 
withdraw from ; under these new and per­
plexing circumstances this Committee can 
only express its earnest hope that the mat­
ter will receive the strictest and most vigilant 
attention on the part of her Majesty’s 
Government, and its prayer that the great 
calamity of the slave trade may yet be avert­
ed from unhappy Afriaa.”

III. “ That the meeting (eels it to be a 
solemn duty to place upon record its sense 
of the self-sacrificing conduct of the late Rev. 
Daniel West, in undertaking, at the request 
of the Society, a Mission in which his own 
life was placed in manifest peril ; as also of 
the distinguished faithfulness, talent, and 
kindness with which he discharged the very- 
responsible duties which devolved upon him ; 
and of the courage and perseverance with 
which he traversed the most dangerous 
parts of the countries he was culled to visit. 
The meeting would bow with profound sub­
mission to the mysterious dispensation of 
Providence, whereby he was removed be­
fore he had the opportunity of laying the re­
sult of his Mission before the Society ; and 
would offer its humble prayer that Ihe la­
bours in which he laid down his life may be 
followed with the peculiar blessing of God ; 
and that the child left, by his removal, an 
orphan, may he a special object ol" God’s 
gracious providence, and ol the prayer and 
sympathy of our Cliristian friend-,.”

IV. “ That the meeting regards with ap­
proval and pleasure the design of the Gene­
ral Committee, to extend the Missions of 
the Society in those vast and populous 
regions, India, China, and South and West 
Africa, as soon as the state of funds shall war­
rant them in so doing ; but, at tte'sanie lime, 
recognizing the necessity of regulating ex­
penditure only by the Mandatai of income, 
it would remind all the friends of the Socie­
ty, that the promptness and scale of every 
extension must depend on the result of ef­
forts throughout the country to extend the 
resources placed at the disposal of the Gene­
ral Committee."

An extract each from the speeches ol Mr. 
Farmer and Mr. Ileald will conclude our 
review. Mr. Farmer said there was an 
improvement in the position of the funds of 
the Society. Tht-y had a very pleasing 
aspect as regarded the first portion of the 
year. They had received a larger annum 
of income ihan on former occasions, which 
was to be ascribed mainly to the pronyplnees 
of the friends in the country to make the 
response which they so creditably did, to 
the appeal of the Committee for early re­
mittances. They find now received between 
£5,000 and £6,000 more than on former 
occasions, at the same period of the year. 
They did not feel that they were trespassing 
too much on the kindness of the friends, in 
still urging them to bear in mind that, if 
they withheld contributions when they were 
actually in possession of them, they really 
did an injury to the Society and increased 
its difficulties ; for it had to pay interest for 
£8,000 of borrowed money. The day 
would arrive, he hoped, when the receipts 
should, in some measure, quadrate with the 
payments. He wished to congratulate the 
friends on fhe present state of things, and 
on fhe general aspect of the cause, so far as 
they could form an estimate of it, as to its 

Acceptance in the country,(and its operations 
abroad ; and to say that after all they had 
manifestations of the presence of God among 
them, which justified their expectations of 
His future blessing, and stimulated them to 
go forward, each man considering how he 
might do more than he did formerly ; and 
to aim at that period when, as was antici­
pated, their receipts would not be bounded 
bv £120,000^but would even realise £150,- 
000.

Mr. Heald said, a chequered scene had 
been pourtrayed before them ;—death had 
entered, under very melancholy circum­
stances. the ranks of their Missionary host. 
He sympathised with the Committe most 
heartily in their announcement of the death 
of Mr. West. The loss of such a manat 
any period of the history of the Church 
would be a great one ; but the loss of the 
Society in his death, of such a peculiar kind 
and at such a moment, was one which was 
really irrecoverable. The committee had 
taken the opportunity of expressing its 
thanks nod offering a welcome, which it was

very proper it should do. lo Mr. Arthur, on It has beeo thought, however, that the rule ; 
his return. They did not offer him a mote might be made stronger, and outcast Gene-| 
hearty welcome, than all present were pre. ral Conference by a very con. t .a e mu . 
pared to otter him that looming. (Ap-,jorily voted lo make an a <*ra i
plause.j He joined In the prayer that it : rule for the purpose t$ ren ertng 1 s* j
mighi please God to preserve -u valuable stronger than it was. To alter one pf our j
a life. He equally njoieed and wondered general rules, however, requires with us a ;
that their two respected Secretaries, Messrs, majority of at least two-lhir s o a eneta

; Hoole and Osborn, bad been enabled to ful- , Conference, and three fourths ol all our j 
til so much of the duties of the Mission- other Conferences. Now, the liiajority was
house, beitft ol Mr. Arthur’s services. He insufficient to legalise the alteration ut t e

] had nothing lo learn there ui the di-porition rule, as many said they had been occupying 
with which they were ready to do it, but that an anti-slavery platform front the beginning,

I God had given them the power lo do it, was / they had set on foot all this anti-slavery 
ia matter of gratitude. In looking at the movement, they had been the means ol 
j position ol the Missions in China ai d India, ; liberating thousands of slaves, and they pre- 
! be hoped the Iriends would nut forget the ferred to rest where their lathers stood, and 
beloved brethren who were exposed, as they i where their brethren in England and Ire- 
must continue to be, to very great perils, in ! land stood, and were unwilling to make an 
the prosecution of the duties assigned lo j alteration in the rule, although a majority

were willing lo take a still stronger ground

The British Conference,
(From cur own lorirj oiui«Lt

Li vat wool. A'uzu i >«.. i - . 
Our one hundred and fourteenth t .t,-.. .

is now drawing to a eli -e l.ililr thought «Juin, 
Wesley when mure than l : t , nor
lor " conversation " with a let, “ is.-tam- 
“ helpers ' that he was found.tig a , Lui. t, „t,,,t. 
should cue dm grow up into the aitgo-t ac t 
poteat assembly ut present aatbete.l it, I n,i 
pool.

flutter,? In,
It.

them : and that they would continue to 
pray that God might bless and spare them.

Methodism in the United States-
Bishop Simpson, in his address before the 

Irish Conference recently, said: I appear 
before the meeting as one of Ihe Represen­
tatives of American Methodism. 1 have 
long lelt a deep interest in Ireland, where 
my father was born, and where my grand 
father was one of the early Methodists in 
the days of Mr. Wesley. From my boy­
hood l have been familiar with the story of 
the struggles, and persecutions, and successes 
of Irish Methodism. Your kind greeting 
to-day I receive as an Irish greeting to an 
American representative : it is the greet­
ing of Irish Methodism to American 
Methodism, and I feel peculiarly grali 
tied in having been a member of the first 
Deputation that has been officially sent 
to Ireland. I feel gratified, too, in having 
met the Irish Conlerenee in this city, so 
connected as it has been with the history of 
American Methodism. It was with pecu 
liar feeling that, after listening to Ihe excel 
lent sermon of my colleague, Dr. M‘Clin 
lock, I proceeded to Ihe churchyard, and 
stood with Dr. Hannah and your honoured 
President, auil a number of others, around 
the grave of Boardman, so dear to English, 
Irish, and American Methodism ; 1 heard 
that sentence drop Irom the lips ol the Pre­
sident with peculiar feeling when he said, 
“ The memory of the just shall he blessed." 
Coining ’from America we feel under great 
obligations to British Methodism. We look 
to Mr. Wesley as, under God, the founder 
of our ecclesiastical system, and from Brit 
ibh Methodism we have received comfort, 
and aid, and counsel at all limes during our 
history. But while indebted so much lo 
British Methmÿsm, we are also very largely 
indebted to Into Methodism. The first 
Minister who preached inxtur country was a 
Minister named Strawhridge, who came 
from the western part of Ireland—the pre 
else locality 1 have not been able accurately 
to learn. The first chapel built in Arne- 
riea was built by Robert Strawhridge not 
far from Virginia. But the first fact of his­
toric interest in connection with American 
Methodism occure.l in 1765, when a little 
band of Irish people from the neighborhood 
of Ballingram, county Limerick, emigrated 
to New York. One of them was a local 
Minister, but on arriving at New York they 
found no place of worship, and they had no 
public service until through the exertions of 
an Irish lady, who raised subscriptions, a 
Methodist Church in the city of New York 
was shortly after erected. Before the erec­
tion of Ihat church, and while its erection 
whs proceeding, they sent a message to Mr. 
Wesley asking him for men and means. 
The result was. that in 1769 two men were 
sent over, and JVIr. Wesley transmitted in 
the name of Methodism in this country £50, 
and thus commenced the work of Methodism 
in America. For all we have achieved we 
are, under God, indebted to Irish Metho­
dism ; and is it not proper that American 
Methodism should send back its gratulations 
to you ? In this country 1 learn your num­
bers are comparatively small ; you have 
difficulties to contend with of which we have 
no knowledge. The field is open before us. 
Our labours, 1 can assure you, my brethren, 
have by no means been in vain in the Lord, 
and American Methodism sends us as repre­
sentatives to-day of no small body of people. 
The church in America was regularly or­
ganised in 1784 under the direction of Jqhn 
Wesley, and now we have in membership 
with us, connected with our north section of 
the church, 800,327 persons. We/have in 
connection with our Conferences,-—of which 
there are 49 in connection with us, one 
being in Africa, one in Germany, and one 
in California and Oregon, leaving us in the 
more central portions of (for country, 46 
regular annual Conferences,—5,877 travell­
ing Ministers. Associated with these are 
6,718 Local Minister^ making a total of 
12,595 Ministers ofz the Gospel. This is 
not all of Methodism in America. You are 
perhaps aware that some thirteen years ago, 
owing to the si rung position which our 
Church deemed it right to take against the 
extension ol slavery among us, the whole, 
or almost the entire, ol" the southern States 
seceded from our communion, and organised 
themselves into a separate church, because 
of oipf opposition lo the system ol slavery ; 
and that southern Methodist Episcopal 
Church embraces 030,000 members. Then 
fee have some smaller branches of Metho­
dism, which, adding the numbers altogether, 
will make one million and a half of people > 
in actual communion with the different 
branches of the Methodist Church in Ame­
rica. Our entire population includes pro­
bably between 27 and 28 millions of people. 
The religious community next to us in point 
ol numbers is.that of the Baptists, who come 
very near our numbers, having over a mil 
lion, and very nearly 1,200,00(1 members. 
The next are the Presbyterians of the dif­
ferent schools, including Cougregationalists, 
numbering 500,000. The next are the 
Protestant Episcopalians, answering to your 
Church of England, and numbering 120,000, 
and there are a number of smaller bodies of 
Christians scattered over our land. The 
Roman Catholics claim a population ol two 
or three millions. Rather an astonishing 
fact came to light six or seven years ago, 
that the Methodist churches number almost 
one-third of the entire cnurches of the Unit­
ed Slates. We occupy 19,000 preaching 
places ; Baptists, 15,000 ; Presbyterians, 
6,000; Episcopalian Protestants, 1,200; 
Roman Catholics, 1,500. Such is the 
strength of the various denominations in our 
land. In addition I may say there are 
600,000 children in regular training in our 
Sabbath schools receiving religious instruc­
tion, and whom we are endeavouring to 
bring up in the nurture and fear of the 
Lord. It is proper 1 should state that there 
is no official connection between us and the 
Methodist Church South, as it is called. 
Personally, we are friendly when we meet, 
but the great question of slavery has pro­
duced such a feeling between us that there 
is no official connexion between our ecclesias­
tical bodies. We are known there,—for 
we extend to some of the Southern States, 
—as being very anti-slavery in our feelings, 
although we do not meddle with the politi­
cal aspects of this question at all. The 
Methodist church in America was the first 
church in the world, so far as I know, to 
introduce into its rules one which forbids 
the buying or selling of men, women, and 
children in America. That has stood among 
our rules from 1789 to the present time.—

than they at present occupied. But because 
we made no alteration bat adhered to the 
old platform, we have been accused in some 
places of not being sufficiently anti-slavery. 
The slave-holders know bow to regard our 
brethren, for though we disclaim all inter­
meddling whatever, and though we do not 
preach so as to interfere with domestic rela­
tions, the slave-holders regard us as aboli­
tionists ; they call meetings around the bor­
der Slates, give us notice to leave, raise 
mobs against us, and take our churches 
from us. Our brethren are driven from 
many localities because it is alleged they 
are abolitionists and interfere with the rela­
tions of slavery. For myself I may «ay 
this much, that (hough 1 have always avoid­
ed any intermeddling which may he produc­
tive of strife and discord, yet as ar. editor 
the organ which l have had charge of lor 
many years was indicted by the Grand 
Jury as a nuisance in circulating through 
Ihe .-lave States. Some time since, it was 
intended to hold our Conference in Miseonri, 
but a short time before the Conference was 
to be held they called a public meeting and 
g ive us notice that if we came to that Con­
ference there they would not be answerable 
for our safety, as they did not think we 
could hold it without our lives being in jeo­
pardy. I certainly should have gone, and 
many of our brethren would have gone, but 
we had not enough to compose the Confer­
ence, and we were obliged to transfer it to 
a place where we should not meet with so 
much opposition. The organ of the Church 
South in order to give me a formal greeting 
said “ they neither wanted Bishop Simpson 
nor any other abolitionist to come into that 
land." One of the Ministers under my charge 
was sent to Missouri, and because he came 
from the north, and was known as an anti­
slavery Minister, be was seized under false 
pretences in'the pulpit, bound in the depth 
of winter upon a horse, and sent out of the 
State. The result was his death, leaving a 
widow and two children to lament his loss. 
Another was taken iu the midst of a com­
pany where he went to preach ; he was 
covered with tar and drugged away to a dis­
tant place, and then sent out of the Slate.— 
Others, with pistols presented lo their 
breasts, were ordered lo leave the country. 
Such is the reception we meet with amongst 
some of the slave bolding population. They 
know how to understand our principles, and 
yet 1 have been sorry to find that in some 
sections of the country we are not under­
stood ; our enemies have represented us as 
advocating pro-slavery principles. As to 
our Missionary efforts, I may say that we 
have been a Missionary Society from the 
beginning, but it required great efforts from 
us to keep pace with the wants of our own 
scattered population, and we were conse­
quently unable for some time to undertake 
more regular Missions. We have now, 
however, Missions lo the Indians, and in the 
Oregon territory ; in Germany, and Sweden, 
and Norway.

Canada Conference,
By the kindness of Rev. G. R. Sander von 

Book Stewird at Toronto, we are favored with 
a copy of the Minutes of the Conference of the 
Wesleyan Methodist Church in Canada. The 
progress ol Ibis Church is well depicted in the 
following paragraph extracted from the Address 
of the Conference to 'be Wesleyan Conference 
in England :—

“ Tbe ten years which have transpired since 
the ratification of our present hsppy union with 
you, and during which you have been called to 
pass through so great a fight of afflictions, have 
proved to us, by the blessing ol God upon that 
arrangement, a period of undiafurhed and anra- 
terruptoU prosperity. In 1857 our Conference 
woilt was divided into nix Districts, which ere 
now increased to twenty. Then there were nine­
ty-eight Circuits ; now we have 240. Then our 
Ministers numbered 180 ; now we have 850 
Then we had 2lfl49 Members in Society ; now 
we number 42,055,—our increase for the last 
year being 2,140. In 1847 the contributions to 
our Auxiliary Missionary Society were not quite 
three thousand pounds ; we anticipete they will, 
this year, reach twelve thousand pounds. There 
has been a like advance in our Connexion»! 
Funds—in the number of pupils and books in 
our Sabbath Schools-e-in Ihe number and cha­
racter of our places of worship— and the students 
and pupils in our Victoria College has increased 
from less than one hundred to more than three 
hundred."

Bishop Simpson writes to the Western Chris, 
hun Aitcocute:—

A lew men, some ol whom are Unitarian in 
sentiment, and others are infidels, have been 
very busy in writing against Dr. M’Clintock 
and myself, as tbe pro-slavery representatives 
ol a pro-slavery Church. I learn, also, that 
they have received communications Irom Ameri­
ca, which, 1 suppose, have stimulated them to 
activity. Persons connected with other denom­
inations—those, too, ol high standing in their 
Churches—and some who claim to be very 
friendly to us when it is their interest so to be 
—have secretly sought to poison the British 
public against us. Their coadjutor! have gone 
so far as to get resolutions passed at anti-slavery 
meetings requesting the Wesleyan Conference 
not to receive tu. Papers,"too, in the in­
terest of Catholics, and those sympathizing with 
the Independents, have admitted communica­
tions attacking us. Bnt all their efforts have 
signally failed. Every-where we have been 
received and treated as tH messengers ol the 
Church, and as brethren beloved, for our mis­
sion sake. Nor have we met a Christian of 
any denomination, much less a Wesleyan, who 
has evinced any lack ol fraternal sympathy be­
cause ol these assaults.

Some of the principal Wesleyans here think 
that the design is to injure not ns personally, 
but the cause of Wesleyanism. But, fortunate­
ly, it occupies too high ground, historically, to 
be affected by such efforts. The men are still 
living who, in the West Indies, suffered the 
severest persecution ; and, at a denomination, 
they received the high compliments of a Wilber- 
torce and his associates.

The Charlottetown District.—The Su­
perintendents of Circuits and Circuit-stewards 
in the Charlottown District are hereby notified 
that the Financial Meeting for that District will 
be held at Wallace on Thursday, the 24tb Sept, 
at 9 o’clock A. M.

John McMce&at, Chairman.

Ccnfeteiuv " l a- low 
MltutiOD ol the country It- i
sphere as wide a.- the wu-l-l it? .-puu.-n
quoted with piotouu-l respevt HI Seltate-,- au-t 
it is unquestionably the uiu.-l influential 1-,,-lc., 
astical assembly in the land “ Contention t>s- 
more splendour of circumstance,- but “ Vonlei 
enre " has the mightier power.

Methodism in Liverpool holds a very mtluen 
liai position, though not proportionate to the am 
of the town and the extent of the population.
Romanism prevails to a lamentable extent among 
the hordes of Irish who inlest the lower neigh 
hour hoods,—and who ate doubtless vhaiued to 
poverty and squalid misery by the very system 
which professes lo enlighten and bless them 
The streets are thronged m some plates with 
priesti whose sleek and shaven faces, and fault 
less clothing contrast sadly with the tilth and 
rags of the miserable devotees from whose pa 
verly they drain the supplies which pauqet 
their greed of luxury and power. We eould 
not but lee I thankful to God, when arriving m 
Liverpool and making our way tip to the Con 
ference Chapel, we met Methodist preacher» ir­
ait the streets, outnumbering, tor the time, the 
priests ol Rome.

In consequence of the near neighbourhood ot 
several influential towns, Liverpool is always 
able lo hold a large Conference. We have al 
most five hundred ministers al present in the 
towu,—and it is no small amusement lo see 
them tioeking into Moss .street every morning 'J 
from almost every [mint of the horizon He 
tween eight and nine o’c lock, A M , every train, 
every boat, every omnibus, and almost even 
cab seems to contain a Methodist preacher, 
white neekerchiels tied In every conceivable 
fashion, and black coals ol all possible •* cuts,1' 
fairly monopolize tbe streets. Well might an 
Irish girl whom we passed one day, in conipau, 
with some hrolher'umiisteis, exc laiui, H hat a 
sight of parsons I"

The Conlerenee assembled on the last Wad 
nesday of July,—the lellriug President opening 
tbe session with the hyuin commencing • And 
are we yet alive,” See. It wa- a solemn sung 
Few eyes were tcarlew, lor as we looked round, 
we missed many a well known lace. Ihe va 
cant chair ol William Barton in the Iront ol the 
platform spoke sadly to all hearts. He used to 
be the busiest man ol Ibe Conlerenee, but hi- 
work was done. Prayer having been otlered, 
accompanied by deep and earnest responses, Ihe 
Legal Hundred, whose numbers had been thin 
ned by superannuation ami death, were lillv.l 
up, three ministers being chosen by ballot, lui 
distinguished set vice, and five entering by seuio 
rity. Then came the voting for president. It is 
generally pretty well known upon whom tin- tut 
will fall,—tbe feelings of the Brethren being in 
dicated by tbe cheering of favorite candidates, in 
the preparatory Committees. This year, how |
ever, these indications were far less masked.
Two names were belore the Connexion, and 
both were regarded with favour by all Mr 
Bowers, the excellent governor ol Didshury 't he 
ological Institution would undoubtedly have till 
ed tbe chair on the ground of seniority over Mr 
West, but Ibe latter was Superintendent of one 
of the Liverpool circuits, and as a compliment 
not only to him but tbe Liverpool friends, it seem 
ed probable that be would command the majori 
ty ol the voles. A feeling of delicacy arising 
from these circumstances prevented any distinct 
expression of favouritism.— It was interesting to 
watch the countenances of the two candidates.
Mr. Bowers, as though he were the most uncoil- |
earned member of the Conference, was engaged 
iu animated conversation with one ol Ihe brethren.

But Mr. West’s attempt at nonchalance was 
a complete failure. The nervous twitching, the 
restless eye, the entire ill-at-ease appearance in. 
dicated clearly enough that he was deeply in 
terested in the votes which were being counted 
with almost provoking sumj froid by the retiring 
President—at leangth amid breathless suspense 
the President rose, and after reading a long list 
of smaller names, with votes ranging from one 
to six, announced Francis A. West as the suc­
cessful candidate. Tbe election ol Secretary 
awoke less interest, though to the surprise ol 
many, Ihe Rev. John Farrar polled a larfc 
number ol voles. Dr. Hannah, however, gam 
ed the day.

The new President, hrving taken the Chair, 
and received the insignia of office Irom Ihe retir­
ing President, the chapel doors were thrown 
open, and for ten minutes there poured in a flood 
ol laity, who had been perspiring and crowding 
outside the gales for a full hour. Tire fair sex 
always maintain a considerable position on these 
occasions ; hut this year it was cheering to see a 
great number of tbe other sex, who had doubt 
ess left their shops and counting-houses, an I 
some humbler ones «heir tools of toil, to mingle 
their prayers with Ibe great congregation ol the 
Ministers of God. As the clock struck the hour 
of 12, and the new President rose to announce 
the page of the hymn with (altering voice, the 
scene presented by tbe congregation was one of 
deepest interest. The Conference chapel is m 
tbs form of an amphitheatre. A large plallorm 
for Ihe officials is raised belore the pulpit : and 
in front and on either side there rises tier alter 
tier of [>ews, thus doing away with that division 
of the audience which is made by a gallery, a- 
well as giving to the whole a more commanding 
and compact appearance. There stood the sen 
President, spare and slight in fonu,—ol middle 
height,—with a broad thoughtful brow,—a wan­
dering eye,—a countenance sallow and sugge-. 
five of a highly nervous temperament,—a well- 
shaped head, thinly covered with greyish hair,
—tbe Primate of alt the Methodists! it was 
quite impossible to realise at the time that that 
slight personage was the presiding head of one 
ol the most extensive religious communities, - 
and possessed of more spiritual power than any 
Bisbopor Archbishop of the Established Church.
On the desk before him were tho insignia ol his 
office—fhe Conference Seal, the key ol the Con­
ference «-(leek, the pocket Bible from which by 
sea and land, Irom grassy mounds and grey 
tomb-stones,—from cottage-doors and market- 
crosws,—in deaths oft, John XVesley was wont 
to preach the Word of Life. That very book 
waa, under God, one of the most powerful instru­
ments of England’s regeneration. On the right 
of the Chair sat the Rev. Robert Voung, Ex- 
President of the Conlerenee—whose portly and 
manly form contrasted strangely with the spare 
proportions of his successor in office. No one 
could look upon him without Ibe strongest inter­
est. Apart Irom his physical aspect, his finely 
chiselled features, expressive of indomitable cou­
rage and firmness,—bis eye, capable of the light­
ning’» play, and yet melting with calm benevo­
lence,—one could not but remember that lor 
long years be bad been the representative of 
Methodistical evangelization, — the preacher 
whose ministrations had always been associated 
with revivalism, and who bad traversed more 
Missionary territory than any man in the world’s 
history. As we looked upon him sitting in quiet 
and modest dignity we eould not forget that • 1
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