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Number 6

(For the Provineial Wesleyas.)
AN UNRULY EVIL.

JAMES 111, B,

The writings of the Apostle James are
very practical.
i works und words. Bot shows very
plainly that these always proceed from a
living faith.  Hiis remarks respecting the
tongue are searching, pithy and alarming.
He calls it an unruly evil; a world of
niquity ; declares that it defileth the whole
body, setteth on fire the course of nature,
and 1s set on fire of hell. 'Thia is strong
language, but not too strong. And what

;blllbllil of truth. No theory can be re-
| garded as proven while scientific men are so
{divided upoa it. Yet multitudes who never
jread Darwin, and know as little of the lesrn-
ing which be prostitutes to the support of bis

He talks much about|scheme of natural selection as they do of San-

;nkril, are full and loud in the faith; loud, one
jmay say, in the ratio of their emptivess of
knowledge and candor. {

The controversy is as old as the estrange-
meont of desire from duty. Wherever and how-
| ever the battle may bave raged, the din and
dust bave circled around a ¢ommon center.
That center is the vexed question of the ages. |

seems rather discouraging in reference (o|h indicates the ever active repulsion between

this member of the body he states that no
man can tame it. What! caooot the
tongue be tamed 7 If not, it must continue
to play its wild pravks unchecked. But
the Apostle evidently does not mean this,
or he would not exhort Christians, as be
does, to bridle the tongue. He means that
B0 man can tame aunother man’s toogue,
or even his own, without the grace of God.

But this can surely do it. - A right state
of heart will regulate the tongue, ** for out
of the abundance of the heart the mouth
epeaketh.” James goes so far as to say
that a man's religion is vain unless he
bridleth his tongue.

Evil speaking, or relating the faults of
absent persouns, is one of the most prevalent
evils of our day. It is heard everywhere,
on the street, as well as in the shop ; in the
parlor as well as in the kitchen ; at home,
and abroad, ou Sunday as well as Monday ;
rich and poor, legroed and unlearned, wise
aud foolish, young and old, practice it.

Christians ought not to encourage it, as
it is very injurious to the soul's iuterest,
and displeasing to God. It might be well
to revive the old custom of reading occa-
sionally in public Mr. Wesley’s searching
sermon on evil speaking. It never was re-
yuired more than now ; and among Metho-
dists as much as among any people.

We are not surprised at the efforts of
the wiley foe to turn to his advantage this
powerful engine for good or -evil. He
made use of it at the first, and succeeded
in his hellish purpose, and be will doubtless
countinue to cootrol this power until he is
chaived by the superior forces of Cbris-
tianity.

As Christians we are not his slaves, and
therefore should not obey his behests.

The articulations of the tongue are mar-
velous. It can talk enough in a short
time to make a large volume. 1 think but
few among us would like to read our own
productions. We would soon desire a
second edition, with numerous alteratious
sod improvements, Or perhaps wish the
records had never been uttered. Suppose
the volume alluded to should be printed
in three columns, with the following head-
ings: Jdle Words, Useful Words, and
Devotional Words, it would | probably
alarm many to see the’first columu so long,
and the others so meagre. But is there
nota record on high which shall be known
when * the books are opened "

The tougus often does much mischief, by
enlarging reports, at the dictation of the
heart. Have you heard, says one, quite
inuocently, that Mr. and Mrs. Jargon
quarrel fearfully, and recently have had a
serious falling out? Soon the rumor is
repeated, with a small addition. Mrs. J.
fell out of her window a short time ago,
and was somewhat injured. The next en-
largement declared that Mrs. J. had fal-
len out of an upper window and broken her
ncex ! The careful observance of two or
three short rules would greatly check the
evil of which we now complain.

First, never relate the faults of abseut
persons unless convinced that it is your

duty to do so.

Second, speak of the virtues of the ab-
sent, rather than of their defects or mis-

doings.

Therdly, remember that for every idle

word we shall give an account, in the day
of judgment.

It is an impressive thought that the
jengws is now and ever will be the chief
instrumentality employed to exteud the in-
fluence of Christianiry in the earth, The
press has done and is doing & vast amount
But it pever
The world to-

of good, as well as evil,
prays, or sings praises. 1
day could better dispense Wi
than with the human tongue
for both.

Canning, 1878,

the
G. 0. H.

~ LAW—OR GOD?

(Fiom the Westera Advocate.)
Modern skepticism is, in no_proper ‘sense

the product of modern seience. Indeed, the
term ** modern” is a misnomer, when used to

describe any skeptical theory now extant

Genius has sometimes prostrated itself before
unwarthy shrines, and misdirected industry
bas ttempted to force science into the.cold
einbrace of atheism; but, as yet, science
stands on th e side of & free, willing, all-governg

ing God.

The depraved beart, which is the seat of
On no

eharsoter, is the seat of unbeliet also.

other theory can a sound philosophy bs.?e it-
self. On no other is it possible to give a
rational explanation of the rfpidxty wn.h
which any jejune conceit of irreligion, new in
spreads among the
The ** Ves-
tiges of the Natural History of Cr‘l!i?n."'ior
instance, was the fourth or fifth-transmigration,
within eomparatively modern times, of a pre-
Yet what
a run it bad among thousands of its readers,
who were entirely incompetent to estimate its
scientific merits; and, more absurdly still,
among thousarnds who never read it at all, but
It is obvious that such
people aecepted the speculation upon no intel-
but from an ioward appe-
tence, a deeply-seated ** enmity against God.”
Darwin elevated the crude speculation to the
dignity of a theory, and made it.nnpecm;.le by
a great show ot laborious investigation. T) o-
dall, Hoxley, and Herbert Speucer sustain
Darwin—Husley carrying the idea to the lu-
dicrous extrems of pretoplasm in mass, But
8 greater number and weight of wicntiﬁf: names
array themselves against the theory tolo,
and & very respectable and infuential oumber
sguingt the main theological inferences drawn
fom i, were it even conceded that the theory

nothing but its verbiage,
eomparatively illiterate masses.

tentious, but very baseless, fancy.

** had heard of it.”

ligent conviction,

Thnnki?o:

| porrupt affections and religious convictions, a|
repulsion which grows more intense as light
increases, simply because the convictions and
obligations of religion become deeper and
broader, and the incentives to selfish desire
multiply and grow stronger. Siripped of high
sounding phrases, the question in debate is
simply this: Is the universe governed by a
personal God, or by impersonal force ?

A personal God is a divine ir;t‘ellignf::ce. )
being possessed of personal gualities, such as
thought, affections, will,

:good over the bad,

|

preference fur the
These are elements in
our own personality, existing in epitome, as
we may say, to which no theory of impersonal
law can ever adjust itselt.  lmpersonal, inex-
orable law is just as black and forbidding an
atheism as Chauce or Fate; for, in peint of
fact, Chance brings the seasons in their time,
{and Fate always keeps him warmest who puts
| on most comtortable garments, If Law is su-
preme, either there is no God, or God is sub-
ordinate. If God is supreme, then law is sub-
ordinate and instrumental. God bolds it in
bis’band; and may, if he choose, subordinate
natural law to a bigher moral emergency.

@A Supreme God may subordinate force to
pity and goodness. He may bear our prayer,
and belp us through instrumental law, or over
it, or against it. His perfection does not seek
its brightest illustration in batural order, but
n goodness and mercy, holiness and truth; in
pitying, pardoning, puritying love to the
guilty. But it his favor rests specially on the
penitent and dutitul, then, in consequerce ot
the same personal qualities, his disfavor hangs
over the insolent and self-seeking. Iere is
the pith of the difficalty. Human pride spurns
the thought of penitence and submission, and
essays to walk ‘‘ nobly erect” into the kingdom
of God. Hear the semi-swagger of its pom-
pous boast, from the pen of the author ot the
(in)famous ‘‘ prayer-test” letter: ** For the
future be bas no anxiety; the supreme order
in which be bas a place and work cannot fail to
provide, and he submits without suggesting
Limits or a definition to the plan he never could
have devised and can not compass, too glad to
believe that all such order is not to be iu-
fluenced by buman interference.” Precisely !
* 'Too glad to believe” that a thiet and an
bonest man, a blasphemer and a praying man,
a Nero and a Paul, are equally sate, and will
tare equally well under the supreme order.
There is no sin except agaiost natural law! A
supreme personal God would make a great,
rationa!, righteous difference. Not so a
preme order! which is very grateful to the
thief and the blasphemer. Nero likes it;
hence believes it,

There we have it, in a nutshell. A Supreme
God will by no means clear the guilty. He
will be found of those that seek him with the
whole heart ; will hear prayer; will pardon the
penitens who break off their sins; will bring
every work ioto judgment, and every secret
thing, whether it be good or whether it be
evil. Away with him, shien ! says godless arro-
gance. Away with him ! says the pride of
sciolism. Away with him ! shout conceit and
ignorance and lust and appetite and ambition
and vanity and greed. Away with an eye
that sees, an ear that hears, an intelligence
that dibcriminates, a God that frowns on sin!|
Give us Eternal Law, Infinite Indifference, |
the dead unvarying shimmer of a limitless
Complacency, 8 ** Supreme Order!”

There is a palpitating terror in the minds
of not a few simple people, about this frightful
roaring lion, called Science. Compose your-
selves, good friends, That which you bearis
not the dreadful Numidian beast, but some
poor pretender, roaring like Bottom, the
weaver, in the play. Science is silent, self-
distrusting, devout. Sciolism is blatant, con-
fident, pretentious, and threatening. Delirions
imaginations have seen Christianity toppling
dowa a bundred times, like a rootless tree
pressed by a strong wind. Bat, somehow, it
» | still stands. * It bas lost ils prestige and
power,” says the aciolist. That is a pity, just
;s it is stretching its arms to embrace all

joyments

(From the Contral Advocate. )
WORLDLINESS. -

In the solemn intercourse which Christ bad-
with bis disciples, before his death, one can- |
not {ail to mark how vividly bhe r:alized (hc;
dangers that threatened them trom the spirit |
of auti-christ which had possession ot the
world. He was about to go to the Father
through the agony of Gethsemane and Cavalry, |
but they were to remain and would be assailed |
by the unrelenting spirit that could no longer |
spend its energies on him. lle knew well the
subtlety and duplicity of the spirit of evil
which bad encountered’bim in the wilderness
with temptatioas of distrust of God and vis-
ions of earthly power and splendor, and which
bad now stirred against him the malice of his
own nalion. He knew, too, that these fiory
trials would be repéated in their experiences,
wrought into new activity by his own person-
al victory over the god of this world.

+ It seems that the natural suggestions of or-
dinary prudence bad crossed his mird: Why
not then secure their bappiness and holiness by
removing them at once from the fearful ocon-
tingencies of probation to the blessedness
which he bad prepared tor them? But this
was not in accord with the Father’s will. So
be prays not that they shall be taken out of
the world, but that they may be kept from.the
evil that will beset them every side. MHis
errand was the world's redemption, which
would not be fully accomplisbed without their
testimony and labors aided by the Holy Spirit.
They were to overcome, even as he overcame.
As be had manifested the Father, so were they
to manifest the Savior. There was to be de-
veloped in them the glory and beauty of the
divine life. Their love was to confront the
world's bate aad selfishness, and, conquering
it, establish the proof of the great love where-
with Clrist bad loved it. The holiness and
peace of their lives was to stand over against
the pollution and unrest of the unregenerate
soul, and attest the reality and reasonableness
of the divine commands.

This is the problem of the Christian hfe: To
be in the worid but not of it. To walk among
men who know not Christ, in the round of
daily duties, and yet be steadily moving heav-
enward. To be conscious of the beauties of
our earthly home and its wealth of material en

to know the movings of appetite
and the tender enticements of ease, and be
dead to them and alive to Christ. To find in
the word of God a wiser philosophy than in the
schools of wise men. Not to lose sight of the
Divine footsteps where men of science dis-
cern only a method of sequence. In the
proud unbelief of materialism jon every hand,
to secure a daily assurance ot Christ’s belpful-
ness and personal interest in our welfsre. To
count all things loss gladly that we may gain
Christ.

There is the disposition to say that this is
quite beyond The ordinary Christian life, and
that it must be difficult to attain. It is impos-
sible except to faith. Such a lile necessarily
must be hid with Christ ia God. It cannot
subsist with simple assent to Cbristian truth,
or any change less radical thon a renewed na-
ture, made after the image of the beavenly.
Indeed, heavenly-mindedness and spiritual-
mindedness are the only terms which rightly
describe this life of God in the soul. Other
qualities are always found in conjunction and
grow out of this. There is the most liberal
culture in it that the world has ever seen. Char-
ity and manliness characterise all. its actions.
it has the warmth and attraction of enthusiasm.
Men cannot be insensible to its influence, and

Lthey never fail to confess its powor of rebuke.

The charge against the Church to-day is
worldliness, the danger which the Savior per-
ceived imperrilled his followers, and from
which be prayed they might be delivered.
Christianity bas aot for centuries been so tree
from superstition and bigotry, and the vices
and inbumanity which bave darkemed history.
Intolerance and persecution are things of the
past. . Christianity has wrought wondertul
changes and improvements in society, It bas
produced and diffused wealth, extended know -
ledge and cherished education; it has organ-
ised philanthropby and founded an exalted
code of laws and manners, elevating human
nature until unbelief asserts that men stand no
longer in need of its teaching. The stern fact
of sinfulness is set aside or looked upen as a
barsh judgment. The world has conformed to
Christianity in so many directions, that world-
liness has not the same boundaries and defined
limits that it bad to gur fathers.

But worliness is an active element in eivil.
ised life that wields unbounded influence. It
den:ands teleration because of its {ar remeve
from coarse forms of wickedness. Formalists

* | nations ! ** Science repudiates it,” says ano-
ther. That is a pity, just as it is doing a

than all other agencies combined! ‘It icl
effote,” says the very weak skeptic. That is
a pity, just as the Bible-loving natious are
contrasting their undecaying strength with. the
paralysis and decay of infidelity, paganism,
Papism, and superstition !

Common-sense is not often fatal
be safe to use it a good deal more than ap-
pears to be the fashion of the times. Our ver-
dict is for the living God, who made bheaven
and earth and the sea.

It would

. BIBLE vs. SCIENCE, 80-CALLED.

Believers in the literal accuracy of the Mosaic
parrative of the deluge will be bappy to learn
that that narrative appears to be corroborated
in every essential particular by a record fof an
Ass yrian monument. recently translated by
Mr. George Smith of the British Mu‘uel.lm. In
a recently discovered cuneiform imcn}?lmn'lhe
account of the deluge is put {as narrative inte
the mouth of Xieruthrus or Noah. He relates
wickedness of the world, the command to

ae the filling of it,

build the ark, tbe building, :
the resting of the ark on the mountain, the
sending ovt of birds and other matters. The
insoription has several details not given in t.ho
biblical narrative, The discovery fn this in-
seription will go to eonfirm the opinion gener-

ive is 8O imi tive Liad or
&“.';U‘:I nlau.'g::l events tsaditiosal among
the Gentiles as well as with the chosen people.

: |
bundred-fold more to carry science to the| :
ends of the earth and the circle of the heavens j and seek to absolve themselves from all that is

ally beld by learned men that the bib]iqll nz: graoes

joizbands with it and opealy pioclaim their
| disregard of the higher forms of Christian life,
| distinctively Christian. By this spirit the sim-
plicity and freedom of esrly ‘worship has be-
come secularised, losing its charm and power,
We do well then to be on our guard against its
encroachments. Not to seek for it in others,
but to search our own hearts and see whether
we find there aspirations for heaven ; or wheth-
the world, its tashions and honors sod plea-
sures rule to the exclusions of the love ot God.

HOLINESS—ITS PERFECTION AND
LOVE.

1. Faith and Love are so inseparable in pro-
gressive piety, that it is difficult to say which
bas the most priority. When conversion first
takes place, they are both weak, and equally
acquire strength, as there is an advance 1o the
walks of Holiness. Hope is a comsequence
and follows after. Charity though performing
altogether another oflice trom Faith and llo;'n.
yet must live with them, or they all expire
togetber. Love leads them to tbe One in
whom all bave their being, and by vho.u grace
all act in concert in the work of sanctification.

2. Love is perfect when supreme ufd ﬁfod
upoon a perfect objest. That object i infinite.
Hence, perfect love among the .m_:umnu and
graces, acquires ab infinitade, limited only by
its sphere of action. It goes before all otber
, marshalling them for their work, and

i ber ewn inspiration.

3. It::ul“ a kind of divin_ily, lookin'g up
with a devous eye to tbefountain of Holiness

Bpiseopal Methodiat.

sm——— - —

'and goodoess. And, then, again, in its works,

its labor to bless all God has made.

4. Love is loyal, giving the whole beart and
strength to the Great King ; taking His law as
the constant rule of lite, and in nothing is
greater dolight taken than the first statute of
Heaven which says. ‘ Thou shall love the Lord
with all thy beart.’

5. It is filial, calling God my Father, and
looking to- Him for counsel and guidance, for
comfort and support. The children of God are
loved with a family sffection, and their good
sought in all things, with paternal kindoess.

6. Itis disinterested, loving others as itself, |
bezause the same image is upon them, and they

are all travelling the same road in pursuit of

the same good. Their inheritance is just nd:
their interest in it equal and eternal. 1
7. The love of the sanctified is the love of:
complacence. They see in themselves much

to love, for they bear the image of Christ, who
is altogether lovely. .
8. They love with the love of gratitude. A |
great work bas been done for them, and they |
cannot but love much. They are promised alli |
God can give; secured by the sacrifice of His

own Son. Tberefore, in bope they are joyous |
and grateful. |
9. Looking upon others who are sufferers,

they love them with the love of pity and ot

charity ; and this calls them into action to meet |
their wants. While blessing others they uo!
doubly bless. ‘
10. Sinuers are loved with the lova of con-|
cern. As Christ wept over Jerusalem, so they

reject the Great Physician.
11. This is a fire consuming the dross of
tbeir own patures.

It is sweeter than lite and stronger than death ;
It is eternal in its duration, and progressive
forever,

In the housebold of sorrow, it brings the quiet
contentment ;

Widowhood and orphanage call her blessed ; _
She goes abroad to perform her work, and re-
turns with a blessing.

Oh! love divine, how sweet thou art ;
When shall T find my willing heart
All taken up by thee.
For love I sigh, for love I pine, |
This only portion Lerd be mine, f
Be mine this better part. |
12. When persons talk of a growth in grace,
of new victcries, etc., it they do not realize an
increase of love, they know nothing of entire
sanctifieation. As love is the beginning and
end, the treasure of the heart and mainspring
of action, with those whose love for God is su- |
preme, it is plain just what remains to be done
for them. We must have more love. For this
the closet should witness our prayers, and
and Christ sbould see us | ooking to Him con-
tinually, as the author and finisher of our faith.
Forgetting all ather things, pray for love, and
pray for faith, until you teel you are filled with
the one, and are in the exercise of the other.
When this is done, go and tell ths great things
God bas done for you. It we let our light
shing it will increage, and to-morrow we shall
have-ticher experience than te-day.— Buffulo
Advoeate

THE RELIGION OF CHRIST.

!

We may say of the various forms of uabeliet
that there is nothing in them which loves us,
and nothing in them for us to love. Panthe-
ism, for instance may be a subtle faith, and
all that the intellect could require; but how
cold, and cheerless, and foreign to the heart.
Its inexorable law moves oun, creating and
destroying, and subjecting all to a remorse-
less fate. Its god, it it has any, has no
compassion for his children, aad is equally in-
different to joy saod suffering. Peace and war,
innocence and injustice, life and death are all
the ssme ; and are but parts of the universal
All in whose horrible vortex all things find
their going and returning, the beginning aod
end. Hell is heaven, and heaven is hell; and
the poor soul finds equally its bell and heaven
in being absorbed in the dark void of the uni-
verse, and in grinding forever amongst its ele-
ments and forces.

Now, what was the heart to do with such s
belief as that? What joy, or hope, or consola-
tion, or what sweet c.mposure of the spirit?
But the religion of Christ ? Its strongest move-
ment is one of tenderness and compassion. It
is not an impersonal faith — some rigorous
process of evolution from the unknown, but it
is the untolding and pouring ia upon the world
of divine grace and charity. Its incarmation
is not an abstract idea, but itis God with us.
It is not so much & revelation of thought as
of emotion, and this in the person of a loving,
suffering soul who is touched with the teeling
of our infirmities. It was not & myth which
was conjured up in men's faney; it was one
over whose birth the angel's sung because he
was more glorious than the Seraphim, and was
to stay the sorrows of the world with hie heal-
ing Virtues. It was not an idea which was
crucified for us; it was one who was crushed
beneath the world's burden and who freely
gave up his life that be might become the lite
of those for whom be died. The resurreetion

was the appearing of bim who baving laid down
his lite, was able to take it again, that he might
become the first fruits of them that sleep
How unlike to this is a system of philosophy !
How utterly barren and worthless a mere in-
tellectual creed ! But Christ in whose incarna-
tion, death and resurrection there was the very
lowest depth to which love couid go, enkindles
the very highest love of which the heart is
capable ; and so0 it is that we love him because
be first loved us. It is the play ot strong
emotion between soul and soul, between earth
and heaven. More is it by far than an inter-
change of thought, It is the surreader o1 the
whole beiog in passionate pure desire, and in
the complete yielding of the life.

O, true secret of that entbhusiasm which
glowed in the first disciples, which burned be-
yond the power of persecution to destroy
which reappears gven again and agdin in the
old martyrs and confessors, which flames up
and brakes forth from amid the eorruptions of
the Church, snd which perpesuates itself from
age to age in extinguishable ardor. O, more
enduring than swences. philosopbies and sys-
tems because possessed of an immortal life,

sod thefredempton of its curse; eatering into

from the dead was no exhalation of vapors; it |

the inmost soul of man, begetting & new affec-
tiom, inspiring & new faith, revealiag a' new
sud more glorious world, and giving promise
ot the life that now is, and that of whieh is to
come. O, life ot the living, and bope of the
dying ; the pledge of s divine friendship which
shall know no dissolution ; that which gives joy
(0 the spirit and wings to the soul; which

litts them above this mortal life in blessed ex- | everything depends on the preacher's spirit , it | the contrast.

|

v

- - -

away. The most essential rule to be observ-|

ed is for every man to be himself. The most
tedious and ineffective of all preachers, are
the imitators—the men who while you are lis-
tening to them, provoke you to think of some-
body else. The most gracetul and command-
ing preachers are those who use their own

gifts in their own way. Aifter all, almost

be struck with the contrast between the present
{and the past.  Are our later torms of worship,
we ask, a perversion of the Gospel © Have we
| entirely departed from the principles of priwm:
| tive Christianity in the elaborate development
of our architecture, our music, our ritual A
| moment’s reflection willj check this hasty wnle
| rence whichjwe might be tempted to draw from
Not only was the lack of cere

pectation, and from which neither life mor!be is always gathering inspirations trom the | moaial a necessity, and not a choice to the
‘ 3

death can separate them, what is any torm of
usbelief in comparison with this ? Go! ye soul-
less, comforsless creeds: ye vexing, hard,
soul-wearving theologies; hearts know not
you; but Christ who through compassion and

love bas wrcught bimself into the inmost lite | unetion which all will feel, and which tew can | heart or reform the lite.

of man, is in the world to be' dhd to abide, un-
until all who believe on his name shall go to be
and to abide with’ him.—CAwrch and Stale.

- o o~

PRAYER.
Has not the Charch almost to learn yet what |
is the power of prayer > What coneeption bave |
we of believiag prayer, before which mountains
depart” Whas of persevering prayer, which
causes us, to s'and continually uponm the watch
tower in the daytime, sand which sets us in our
ward whole nights? What of importunate
prayer, which storms heaven with its violence
and force > What of united prayer, gathering
us together to ask the belp of the Lord ? What
of consistent prayer, which regards no iniquity
; in our hearts ? What of practical prayer, which
| fulfils itself > L.et such prayers be understood,

often weep when none can see, over those who | let our spirit but break with such longing, and

{ the expectations of our bosoms shalijnot be de-
layed. ** And .it shall come to pass before

they call I will answer ; and while they are yeot
speakiog I will bear."—0r. James Hamilion,

[
—ev— [
|
|

THE CHRISTIAN GENTLEMEN.

He is above a mean thing. He cannot stoop
to a mean fraud. He betrays no secret confid?
ed to bis keeping. He never struts in borrow-
ed plumage., lle never takes selfish advar-
tages of our mistakes. He uses no ignoble
weapons in controversy. lle never stabs in
the dark. He is ashamed of i d He
is mot one thing toc a man's face, and snother
behind his back. If, by accident, he comes in
possession of his neighbor's counsels, be passes
upon them an act of instant oblivion. He bears
sealed packages withous tampering with the
wax. Papers not meant for his eye, whetber
they flutter at the window, or lie open before
bim in unguarded expusure, are sacred to him.
He invades no privacy of otbers, however the
sentry sleeps. Bolts and bars, locks and keys,
bedges and pickets, bands and securities,
notices to trespassers, are none of them for
him. He may be trusted alone, out of sight,
near the thimmest partition, everywhere. He
buys no offices, be sells none, he intn’gm for
none. He would rather fail of his rights than
win them through dishonor. He will eat honest
bread. He tramples on no sensitive feeling. He
insults no man. If he have rebuke for anoth

spenes of daily life, trom the ever varying
phases of the experience of his flock, from tbe
devout study of the lively oracles, and especi- |
ally trom intimaté and habitual communion |
with God, be will speak with a pathos and|

resist.”

AN ELOQUENT PASSAGE

** It cannot be that earth is man's only nb:d~-l
ing place. It cannot be that our life is a bub- |
ble cast up by the ocean of eternity to float a|
moment upon it waves, and sink into wothing
ingness. Else, why these bigh and glorious |

aspirations which leap like angels from the
temple of our bearts, torever wandering unsa-

tisfied *  Why is it that the rainbow and cloud
come over us with a beauty that is not of earth,
and then pass off' to leave us to muse on their
loveliness * Why is it that the stars which
bold their festival around the midnight throne,
are set above the grasp of our limited faculties,
forever mocking us with their unapproachable
glory ? And, finally, why is it thas the bright
forms of human beauty are presented to our
view and takea from us, leaving the theusand

streams of our affection to flow back in Alpine

torrents upon our hearts ?
8 higher destiny than earth.

We were born for
There is a realm

where the rainbow never fades, where the stars
will be spread out before us like the islands
that slumber on the ocean, and wheie the beau-
tiful beings who pass betore us like shadows,

will stay forever in our presence."
( From the Watchman (Los&on. )
HTFOOT AT ST. PAUL'S

Canon Lighticot gave the conclnding lecture
of a successful series, under the dome of St.
Paul's Cathedral, and dealt with the relations
of the early Christians to the Church. Ilis
subject was ** Christian life within the Chris.
tian body, and more ' especially Christian wor-
ship as the soul of that life.” After remarking
on the anomalous, perplexing, vague, and un-
substantial character ot the inner lite of the
Christian to the careless heathen bystander,
be comtinued — Again and again the hea-
then antagonists of Christianiyy give expres-
sion to their surprise in the same taunting
language, ‘* You have no images, no altars, no
temples.” The principal squares and streets
of Rome and Athens were lined with sanctua-
ries and dotted with altars; public thorough-
fares and private houses were thronged with
statues of gods and demigods ; the language ot

CANO

be is straightforward, open, manly ; he cannot
descend to scurility. In short, whatever he
judges honorable, he practices toward every
man,—Chrirlian at Work.

PRAY FOR THE YOUNG '

The young are the bope of the church, the
state and the world. As are the yourh of the
present, such will be the men:and women of
the future. All then that we hope for in the
future, is now embryo in the youth. If the
youth of the present are wise, the men and we-
men of the future will be wise. It the youth
of the present are pure, the men and women of
the fature will be pure. If the youth of the
preseut are good, the men and women of the
future will also be good. And who can tell the
difference between a good fnture and a bad
future ? Words cannot describe it. The dit-
ferencs is infinite, and in that difference all our
interests are involved. And what is life out-
side of these interests * Al of life in included
within them. How important then, that the
young be wie, pure and good. Let then the
young be a burden npon the hearts of Chris-
tians, and whbile you employ other instrumen-
talities for their culture, pray for them with all
your heart.

We place too light an estimate upon the sen-
timents and practices of the young, suppoting
it & necessity with them to be, at least, in a
moderate degree, reckless and perhaps wanting
in moral sentiment. This is & mistake. There
is room for the outgushing of youthful exuber-
ance, but all within the bounds of piety and
morality. Youth may overflow with life, and
yet love and practice every virtue. Nor is it
scarcely within the range of human possibilities
for one to become licentious and depraved in
youth and be pure in atter life. ‘

Wateh over and pray for the young. Daily
carry their case before Him who bears prayer,
that they remember Him and be saved '—Sab-

the on people bristled with the invoea-
tions of the deities; the air reeked from time
to time with the fat of victims or the fumes
of incense. When Caligula ascended the Im
perial throne the festivities extended over
thres wholc monthe, and 160,000 victims were
sacrificed in Rome alone. When during the
reign of Marcus Aurelius- a deadly pestilence
broke out, the Emperor snmmoned to the
metropolis the prieats of all religions, national
and foreign, and the city was'given over to
lustrations, sacrifices and rites of every kind
and every country. To all this the bald sim-
plicity of Christian worship stood in marked
contrast. A silent, mysterious gathering at
some stated time, in some obscure private
dwelling, seemed to exhaust the religion of
this anomalous sect. This inference, though
strangely at fault, was not altogether unbatu:
ral. These Chistians were supposed to be
atheists, batching, under the cloak of religion,
some vile conspiracy, The beathen bad stum-
bled on another of those secret clubs and ille-
gal associations which his jealous suspicions
were ever on the watch to detect. And this
strange misconception was persistently main-
tained. The beathen wanted to see the God
of the Christian, and the Christian could not
satisfy the test. ke bad nothing to show, uo-
thing which in the eyes of the heathen counted
for religion, nothing but a firm faith and a
beroic courage and clean bands and a blameless
life. It is thus clear that during the early
centuries the ritual of the Christians was, firom
the necessity of their position, not from their
prineiple, very simple. As a corporation they
were not reeognised by law, and common pru-
deoce, besides their inability to bold corporate
law property, would deter them from any out-
lay. Thus, there is no explicit solice of any
Church erected either in Rome or the pro-
vinces before the close of the.cecond ceatury,
though beyond the limit of the Empire the case
was different. In Syria, for example, where
the kings of Edessa early embraced Chris-

bath Recorder.
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HINTS FOR YOUNG CHRISTIANS.

1. Never neglect daily private prayer; and
remember that God hears your prayers.

2. Never neglect daily private Bible read-
ing, aod remember that God is speaking to
you, and that you are to believe and act
upon what says.

8. Never let s day pass without doing
something for Jesus; every moruing reflect-
ing on what Jesus had done for you.
¢, If you are even in doubt as to a thing
being right or wrong, consider whether you
can do it in the name of Jesus and ask God's
blessing upon it.

5. Never take your Christianity {rom Chris-
tians, but ask yourselt, ‘* How would the
Lord have me act " aod follow him.

6. Never trust your feelings, for the opin-
ions of men, if they comtradict |God's word.
7. ln deciding yuestions of truth and daty,

and powerful advocate in your own heart.

The Methodist Recorder, London, in dis-
cussing the present phase of Wesleyan Meth-
odisw in Great Britais, disgresses a little to
say a word abous the preaching demanded as
“the present time:" ‘‘We are thanktal

remember that the wrong side bas a crafty | cript in 260 ot the Emperor Gallienus probibi-

tianity, no such restraints would exist. Mean-
while in the metropolis and great citivs meet-
ings for public worship could only be beld in a

commoudious room attached to the house of!
[ sowe private citizen. The reply of Justin

Martyr to the Roman pretect as 10 the place of
l their meeting, aad his reply: ** I kmnow no
| other place of meeting but the house of Mar-
{ tin, at the Timetine bath,” shows that a cen-
| tury and & quarter after the time of the Apos-
| tles Christians stiil met in an upper room for
| tear, not now of the Jews, but of the Gentiles.

o o n
| At the expiration, however, of the first quar-

[ter of the third century the position ot the
| Christians materially improved. The answer
{'ot Alexander Severus, when a dispute arose
| between the Christians and licensed victuallers
|as to s plot of land, marks the progress of
| opinion—** It is better that God should be
| worshipped in this place, in whatever manner,
than that it should be given over to the victual-
lers. Charch building was naturally stimula-
ted by such language, though uatil the res-

ting all interference with the Christians the
progress was not rapid, The Canon then

building, in & country bristling with towers
and spires of edifices eonsecrated to prayer,
assembled under this glorious dome-==in & ea-
shedral which justly reckens amoug the master- | ¢

that the age of ‘skeletons’ is fast passing

pieces of areative genjus—we could not fail to

inember ol this congregation
s more [familiar scqnsintance (with the re-
cords of their spiritual ancestry in primitive
times—If I bave struck out in one intelligeot
breast a fresh spark of sympathy with the grand

early Christians, but it was likewise a necess ey
discipline, a providential design, in the early
education of the Church.  The heathen did
not understand religion as a moral and spiritual
fluence, for polytheism did not appeal to the
It was uecessary for
the tuture life of the Church that the Christian

{ should break at once with the spirit_of pagan

ism. By the stern teachiag of an_ imperious
necessity he was weaned from the talse and
low conception o! religion which made it to
consist only in lustrations and sacrifices, and
a;maultiplication ot shrines and deities. The
external symbols and appliances, the build
irge, the music, the paintings and seulptuies
which may be, useful to us,‘ were demied, or
almost denied, to tha early Christians, that
thus thrown back upon their owa spiritual re
sources they might lay the foundations of a
spiritual fabric. This training was to the
inlancy of the Church what the careful seclu
sion and the enforced simplicity ot life is 10
the infancy of the individual, the necessary
discipline ol the child tor the freedom and the
development of manhoed. Much that weuld
have been injurious then is usetul, we nught
almost say i+ indispensable, now. But ovex
and over again in the history of the Church
there have been epochs whea ritual kas rum to
excess, when the spiritual life has been threat
ened with suffocation from thejpressure of va
ternal forms. Then a terrible reaction ensues
The iconoclast and the puritan break into the
sanctuary . sweeping away with indiscrimnate
zeal much that is beautiful aad editying and
usetul, leaving desolation in their traia.
and devout men mourn over

Good
the wholesale
work ol destruction ; but it is God's own chas-
tisement, who will not allow his limits to be
overstepped, and vindicates the spirituality ot
bis Gospel at the cost of much individual pain
and no little immediate loss. Having referred
to Justin Martyr's well known account of the
simple ritual of the early Church, and remark.
ing on it containing all the elements held 1
the preseat day requisite to the completeness
of Divine service—the reading of the Gospels
and Prophets, the word of exhortation or ser
mon, the prayers and thanksgivings, the minis
ter leading and the congregation responding,
and lastly, as the climax to whieh all the pre
vious service leads wp; the Eucharistic vele
bration ot the Holy Communien, which is the
supreme act of Christian worship, at omce the
strongest pledge of brotherly lowe and she
highest means of spivitual grace—the Canon
then remarked on almsgiving following theso
gatherings for worship as an inseparable part
of Divine service, observing that without prac-
tical benevolence there ~an be no true worship,
and noticed how hospitals, orphasages, ragged
schools, convalescent bemes, [idiot asylums,
and charitable institutions of all kinds, were
the results of Christinnity, the foundasions of
which were laid in the quiet little prayer-meet
ings held every seventh day in a retired up
per chamber. He then alluded to the tact
that, while the Roman law strictly forbade the
erection of Christian churches,, it offered ne
impediment to the [foundation of cemetries
A middle class Roman would, almost as a mat
ter of course, belong 1o some burial club, guild
or confraternity, which were recognized by the
government, and Christians were recognized as
members of such bodies. The first official oc
casion when a Roman buishop had relations
with the Ggvernment was when Callistus, then
Archdeacon of Rome, takes charge of the cata
comb which bears his name, and, though not
the earliest, is the most famous of the cata
combs. The learned Canon then gave a most
description of the catacombs, and took his
hearers with him in succession to the necropolis
of the heathen. and the cemetry of the Chris
tian—the Appian way above the ground aond
the Appian Way beoeath the soil—and remark
ed on the startling contrast, externally all be
ing #0 unfavourable to the Christian, so far a»
the advantages, of nature and the appliances ot
art were concerned ; but while the heatben ne-
cropolis presents one ceaseless wail of despair,
the consciousness of immortality floods and
glorifies the subterranean vaults of the Chris
tian catacombs, observing further that all the
inscriptions and emblems suggested nothiug
but anticipations of hope and triumph. The
lecture concluded as follows . As the survivors
met in some underground chamber over the
grave of a martyred friend, and consecrated
the euchbaristic elements on the very slab jwhich
covesed his remains, carrying their own lives
in their haods and eating their Christian pass
over as of old, in haste and trembling, the:
loins girt and their feet shod, expecting every
moment the alarm which sbould summon thew
torth on their last long journey, they could not
but feel themselves one with those had goue
betore, one in their sympathies, one in their
struggles one in their losses. The barricr be-
tween death and life dissolves before a great
crisis which reveals the Eternal{ Presence. At
such moment the continuity of existence is felt
The Christian realizing bis communion with
the past and the future, and feeling that ke is
0 more an isolated upit floating in & bousd-
less void, throwing bimsel! into the struggle
with that strength of purpose and that assur-
ance of bope which jthe sense of association
alone [can give—with- this thougbt, which,
though old, is ever ‘new, I will conclude
If 1 bave succeeded in exciting in any
a desire for

historic past—if only a single bearer has cai-
red away from these lectures into the frettirg
pointed out how, living in sn age of chureh|, .oy 4n distractious of daily lite one cheering

memory, or one heroic resolve, or one enmob'-

ag thought, then the task which I set to m)-
olf has been more than'aceomplished. I could

have desired nothing more.




