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AN UNRULY EVIL.
(From Ihe Control Advocate 

WORLDLIXKSS.
tod goodness And, then, again, in its woikt. the inmost tool of man. begetting t new affec- «way. The most etteolitl iule to be obsorv 1 be .truck with ihe contrast between I be prêtent 

1 iU labor to bleat all God baa made. two, inspiring n new tsitb. revaaliig a* new ad it for every man to be bimaell. The moat I tnd the past. Are our later torn» of worship.

The writings of the Apostle James are 
very practical. He talks much about 
good works and words. But shows very 
plainly that three always proceed from a 
living faith. Hiie remarks respecting the 
longue are searchiug, pilhy end alarming. 
He calls it an unruly nil; a world of 
iniquity ; declares that it defiUth the whole 
body, telteth on Jirt the courte of nature, 
and is tel on fire of hell. Tbil ia strong 
language, hut not too stroog. And what 
seems rather discouraging in reference to 
this member of the body he states that do 
man can tame it. What ! cannot the 
tongue be tamed ? If not, it most continue 
to play its wild pranks unchecked. But 
the Apostle evidently does not mean this, 
or he would not exhort Christiane, as be 
does, to bridle the longue. He means that 
no man can tame another man’s tongue, 
or even his own, without the grace of God.

But this can surely do it. A right state 
of heart will regulate the tongue, “ for out 
of the abundance of the heart the mouth 
epeaketb.” James goes so far as to say 
that a man’s religion is vain unless he 
bridleth hie tongue.

Evil speaking, or relating the faults of 
absent persons, is one ol the most prevalent 
evils of our day. It is heard everywhere, 
on the street, as well as in the shop ; in the 
parlor ae well as in the kitchen ; at home, 
end abroad, on Sunday as well as Monday ; 
rich and poor, learned and unlearned, wise 
and foolish, young and old, practice it.

Christians ought not to encourage it, as 
it is very injurious to the soul's interest, 
and displeaaiug to God. It might be well 
to revive the old custom of reading occa
sionally in public Mr. Wesley’s searching 
sermon on evil speaking. It never was re
quired more than now ; and among Metho
dists as much as among any people.

We are sot surprised et the efforts of 
the wiley foe to turn to his advantage this 
powerful engine for good or -evil. He 
made use of it at the tiret, sod succeeded 
in bis hellish purpose, and be will doubtless 
continue to control this power until he is 
chained by the superior forces of Chris
tianity.

As Christians we are not his slaves, and 
therefore should not obey his behests.

The articulations of the tongue are mar
velous. It can talk enough In a short 
time to make a large volume. 1 think but 
few among us would like to read our own 
productions. We would soon desire a 
second edition, with numerous alterations 
and improvements. Or perhaps wish the 
records had never been uttered. Suppose 
the volume alluded to should l>e printed 
in three columns, with the following head
ings : Idle H ordt, Utcful Wordt, and 
Devotional Wordt, it would t probably 
alarm many to see ibe’tlrst column so long, 
and the others to meagre. But is there 
not a record on high which shall be known 
when “ the books are opened?”

The tongue often does much mischief, by 
enlarging reports, at the dictation of the 
heart. Have you heard, fays one, quite 
innocently, that Mr. and Mrs. Jargon 
quarrel fearfully, and recently have had a 
serious falling out t Soon the rumor is 
repeated, with a small addition. Mrs. J. 
fell out of her window a short time ago, 
and was somewhat injured. The next en
largement declared that Mrs. J. had fal
len out ef on upper window and broken her 
ncci ! The careful observance of two or 
three short rules would greatly check the 
evil of which we now complain.

Firet, never relate the faults of absent 
persons unless convinced that it is your 
duty to do so.

Second, speak of the virtues of the ab
sent, rather than of their defects or mis
doings.

Thirdly, remember that for every idle 
word we shall give an account, in the day 
if judgment.

It is an impressive thought that the 
longue is now and ever will be the chief 
instrumentality employed to extend the in
fluence of Christianity in the earth. The 
press has done and is doing a vast amount 
of good, as well as evil. But it never

baa a basis of truth. No theory can be re
garded as proven while scientific men are so
divided upon it. Yet multitudes who never ——
read Darwin, end know as little ol the learn-| *e the solemn intercourse which variai tiad-j strength to the Great King ; taking Hit law as ol the life that new is. and that of whieh is to the imitators—the 
ing which he prostitutes to the support ol bis witb bis disciples, before his death, one vsn- ; ^ constant rule el lile, and in nothing is
.. ..t.      F . t i WSht tail » n MX • w le I, A at a ia.. 1 1 m. I. a a s!,a

4. Love is loyal, giving the whole hurt sad end more glorious world, end giving promise tedious sod ineffective of ell preachers, are
en who while vou ore lis-

O, life ot the living, end hope ol the teniog to them, provoke you to think of soms-

■e ask, a perversion el the Gospel ? Have ws 
entirely departed from the principles ot prim, 
live Christianity in the elaborate developmentscheme of natural selection as they do ol San- *ot -1,1 ,0 merk **ow **e r-*h»ed the j grelt,r delight taken than the first statute ot dying ; the pledge ol a divine friendship which body else. The most graceful and command- ! of our architecture, our music our ritual ‘

. L. ! a   2* 11 as a- .las.ai.sia ll.nl ll.aaalaaa.l linn. laa .a shn . n.ials I - aa askrit, are full and loud in the laith , loud, one 
may say, in the ratio of their emptiness ot

prays, or singe praises, 
day could better dispense 
than with the human tongni 
for both.

Canning, 1875.
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LAW—OR GOUP

(Fiom the Western Advocate.)
Modern skepticism is, in no proper sense, 

the product ol modern seience. Indeed, the 
term •• modern" is e misnomer, when used to 
describe any skeptical theory now extent 
Genius has sometimes prostrated itself before 
unworthy shrines, and misdirected industry 
bis ©tempted to force science into the cold 
embrace of «theism ; hot. as yet, science 
stands on tie side of a free, willing, ellgovern. 
iug God.

The depraved heart, which ia the seat of 
eharaoter, ia the seat of unbelief also. On no 
Other theory can a sound philosophy base it- 
„)!. On no other is it possible to give 
rational explanation of the rapidity wi 
which any jejune conceit of irréligion, new in 
nothing but ita verbiage, spreads among the 
comparatively illiterate maaaea. The es- 
tigea of the Naturel History of Creation," lor 
instance, was the fourth or filth-transmigration 
within comparatively modern time», of a pre
tentious. but very baseless, fancy, let what 
a run it bad among thousands ol its readers, 
who were entirely incompetent to estimate its 
scientific merits ; and, more absurdly still, 
among thousands who never read it at all, but 
- had heard of it." It is obvious that such 
people accepted the speculation upon no intel
ligent conviction, but from an inward appe
tence. a deeply-seated " enmity against God." 
Darwin «leveled the crude apecelation to the 
dignity of e theory, end msde it respectable by 
a great show ol laborious investigation. Tyn
dall, Hailey, and Herbert Spehcer aastain 
Darwin—llustey carrying the idea to the lu- 
dierous estreiue of prctopjssm in mass. But 
e greeter number and weight of scientific names 
array themselves against the theory » Mo, 
sad a very raepeetable and influential number 
against the main theological inlerenees drawn 
fcee n, were it even conceded that the theory

knowledge and candor.
Tho controversy is as old as the estrange

ment ol desire from duty. Wherever and how
ever the battle may have raged, the din and 
duet have circled around a common center. 
That center is the vexed question ot the ages.
It indicates the ever active repulsion between 
yorrupt affections and religious convictions, a 
repulsion which grows more intense as light 
increases, simply because the convictions and 
obligations ol religion become deeper and 
broader, and the incentives to selfish desire 
multiply and grow allonger. Stripped of high 
sounding phrases, the question iu debate is 
simply this : Is the universe governed by a 
personal God, or by impersonal iorce ?

A personal God is a divine intelligence, a 
being possessed of personal qualities, such as 
thought, affections, will, preference fur the 
good over the bad. These are elements in 
our own personality, existing iu epitome, as 
wo may say, to which no theory ol impersonal 
law coo ever adjust itsell. Impersonal, inex
orable law is just as black and lortidding an 
atheism as Chance or Kate ; tor, in point of 
fact. Chance brings the seasons in their time, 
and Kate always keeps him warmest who puts 
on most comfortable garments. If Law is su
preme, either there is no God, or God is sub
ordinate. If God is supreme, then law is sub
ordinate and instrumental. God holds it in 
his'hand, and may, if he choose, subordinate 
natural law to a higher moral emergency.
®A Supreme God may subordinate Iorce to 
pity and goodness. He may hear our prayer, 
and help us through instrumental law, or over 
it, or against it. His perfection does not seek 
its brightest illustration in natural order, but 
in goodness and mercy, holiness and truth ; in 
pitying, pardoning, purity ing love to the 
guilty. But il his laver rest» specially on the 
penitent and dutiful, then, in consequer.ee ol 
the same personal qualities, his disfavor hangs 
over the insolent and sell-seeking. Here is 
the pith of the difficulty. Human piide spurns 
the thought of penitence and submission, and 
eaaara to walk “ nobly erect” into the kingdom 
ol God. Hear the semi-swagger ol its pom
pous boast. Irons the pen ol the author ol the 
(in)lamoua “ prayer-teat" letter : "For the 
future be has no anxiety; the supreme order 
in which he has a place and work cannot fail to 
provide, and he submits without suggesting 
limits or a definitioa to the plan he never could 
bare devised and can nut compass, too glad to 
believe tbqt all such older ia not to be in
fluenced by human interference." Precisely !
•• Too g led to believe" that a thiel and an 
honest man, a blasphemer and a praying man, 
a Nero and a Paul, are equally sate, anil will 
tare equally well under the supreme order. 
There is no sin except against natural law ! A 
supreme |iersonal God would make a great, 
rational, righteous difference. Not so a su
preme order ! which is very grateful to the 
thief and the blasphemer. Nero likes it; 
hence believes it.

There we have it, in a nu'shell. A Supreme 
God will by no means clear the guilty. He 

ill be found of those that seek him with the 
whole heart ; will hear prayer ; will pardon the 
penitent who break off their sins ; will bring 
every work into judgment, and every secret 
thing, whether it be good or whether it be 
evil. Away with him, then ! says godless arro
gance. Away with him ! says the pride of 
sciolism. Away with him I shout conceit and 
ignorance and lust and appetite and ambition 
and vanity and greed. Away with an eye 
that sees, an ear that hears, an intelligence 
that discriminates, a God that frowns on sin I 
Give us Eternal Law, Infinite Indiiferenee, 
the dead unvarying shimmer ot a limitless 
Complacency, a “ Supreme Order !”

There i| a palpitating terror in the minds 
of not a few simple people, about this (rightful 
roaring lion, called Science. Compose your
selves, good friends, That which you hear is 
not the dreadful Numidian beast, but some 
poor pretender, roaring like Bottom, the 
weaver, in the play. Science ia silent, self- 
distrusting, devout. Sciolism ia blatant, con
fident, pretentious, and threatening. Delirious 
imaginations have aean Christianity toppling 
down a hundred times, like a rootless ti 
pressed by a strong wind. But, somehow, it 
still stands. •• It has lost ils preatiga and 
power," says the sciolist. That ia a pity, just 
as it is stretching its arms to embrace all 
nations' " Science repudiates it," says ano
ther. That is a pity, just as it is doing 
hundred fold more to carry acience to the 
ends ol the earth and the circle of the heavens 
than all other agencies combined I “It is 
effete," saya the very weak skeptic. That is 
a pity, just aa the Bible-loving natioua are 
contrasting their undecaying strength with the 
paralysis and decay of infidelity, paganism. 
Papism, and superstition !

Common-sense is not often fatsl. It would 
be safe to use it a good deal more than ap
pears to be the fashion of the times. Our ver
dict is for the living God. who made heaven 
and earth and the sea.

dangers that threatened them Irom the spirit 
of aeti-christ which had possession ol the 
world, lie was about to go to the father 
through the agony of Gathaeinane and Cavalry, 
but they were to remain and would be assailed 
by the unrelenting spirit that could no longer 
spend its energies on him. lie knew well the 
subtlety and duplicity of the spirit of evil 
which had encountered him in the wilderness 
with temptations ol distrust of God and vis
ions of earthly power and splendor, and which 
had now stirred against him the malice of his 
own nation. He knew, too, that these fiery 
trials would be repeated in their experiences, 
wrought into new activity by hi* own person
al victory over the god of thia world.
11t teems that the natural suggestions of or

dinary prudence bad crossed hit mird : Why 
not then secure their happiness and holiness by 
removing them at once Irom the fearful con
tingencies of probation. to the blessedness 
which he bad prepared tor them • But this 
was not in accord with the Father's will. So 
be prays not that they shall he taken out of 
the world, hut that they may be kept Irom tke 
evil that Will beset them every tide. Hit 
errand was the world’s redeeiption, which 
would not be fully accomplished without their 
testimony and labors aided by the Holy Spirit. 
They were to overcome, even as he overcame. 
Aa he had manifested the Father, to were they 
to manifest the Savior. There was to be de
veloped in them the glory and beauty of the 
divine life. Their love was to confront the 
world’s hate and selfishness, and, conquering 
it, establish the proof of the great love where- 
with Ulriat bed loved it. The holiness and 
)>eace of their lives was to stand over against 
the pollution and unrest ol the unregenerate 
soul, and attest the reality and reasonableness 
ol the divine commands.

This is the problem of the Christian hie ; To 
be in the world but not ol it. To walk among 
men who know not Christ, in the round of 
daily duties, and yet be steadily moving heav
enward. To be conscious of the beauties of 
our earthly home and its wealth ol material en 
joyments to know the moving» of appetite 
and the tender enticement* of ease, end be 
dead to them and alive to Christ. To find in 
the word of God a wiser philosophy than in the 
schools of wise men. Not to lose sight ot the 
Divine footsteps where men ol science dis
cern only a method of sequence. In the 
proud unbelief of materialism ion every band, 
to secure a daily assurance ol Christ’s helpful
ness and personal interest in oar welfare. To 
<*>unt all things loss gladly that we may gain 
Christ.

There it the disposition to say that this is 
quite beyond the ordinary Christian life, and 
that it must be difficult to attain. It ia impos
sible except to faith. Such a lile necessarily 
must be bid with Christ in God. It cannot 
subsist with simple assent to Christian truth, 
or any change lesa radical then a renewed na
ture, made alter the image of the heavenly. 
Indeed, heavenly-uiindedness and spiritual- 
mindednesa are the only terms which rightly 
describe this life of God in the soul. Other 
qualities are always found in conjunction and 
grow out ol tbis. There is tbe most liberal 
culture in it that Ihe world has ever seen. Char
ity and manliness characterise all il» actiona. 
it baa the warmth aud attraction of enthusiasm. 
Men cannot be insenaible to it* influence, and 
they never tail to confess its power of rebuke.

Ths charge against the Church to-day 
worldline»», the danger which the Savior per
ceived imperrilled his followers, and Irom 
which he prayed they might be delivered 
Chriatianity has not tor centuries been so tree 
from superstition and bigotry, and tbe vices 
and inhumanity which Lave darkened history 
Intolerance and persecution are things of tbe 
past. Christianity baa wrought nondertul 
changes and improvements in society. It 
produced and diffused wealth, extended know 
ledge and cherished education ; it has organ
ised pbilanthropby and founded an exalted 
code of laws and manners, elevating human 
nature until uobeliel asserts that men stand no 
longer in need of ita teaching. Tbe stern tact 
of sinfulness ia set said* or looked upon aa a 
harsh judgment. The world has conformed to 
Christianity in »o many dir actions, that world- 
lines» has not the same boundaries and defined 
limita that it bad to pur fathers.

But worlinasa it an active element in eivil- 
iaed life that wield* unbounded influence. It 
demanda toleration because of il» tar remove 
from coarse forms ot wickedness. Formalists 
joim hands with it and openly pioclnim their 
disregard ot the higher forms ol Christian life, 
and seek to absolve themselves from all that is 
distinctively Christian. By thia spirit the aim- 
pi,city and freedom of early worship has be
come secularised, losing il» charm and power. 
We do well then to be on our guard againat its 
encroachments. Not to seek for it in others, 
but to search our own hearts and see whether 
we find there aspirations for heaven ; or wbetb- 
the world, iu fashions and honors and plea
sures rule to the exclusions of tbe love ot God.

Heaven which says. ' Thou shall love the Lord shall know no dissolution ; that which gives joy lag preachers are those who use their own 
with all thy heart.’ ' lo the spirit and wing» to tbe soul; which gilts in their own way. Alter all. almost

5. It is filial, calling God my Father, and lilts them above this mortal life in blessed ex- everything depends on tbe preacher’s spirit, it 
looking to Him for counsel and guidance, for pectation, and from which neither lile a or be ia always gathering inspirations Irom the 
comfort and support. The children of God arc death can separate them, what ia any lorm ol scenes ot daily lile, from the ever varying 
loved with a family affection, and their goad unbelief ia comparison with this ? Go I ye soul 
sought in all things, with paternal kindoess. leas, comfortless creeds 

ti. la ia disinterested, loving others as itself, aool-weary ing theologies ;

phases ol tbe ex
ye vexing, hard, devout study 
hearts know not ally irom intii

exjieris 
ol the

because tbe same image ia upon them, and they yen ; bet Christ who through compassion and 
are all travelling tbe same rood in pursuit ot love bat wrought himself into tbe inmost lile 
the same good. Their inheritance ia just sad j of man. ia in the world to be ihd to abide, an

lively oracles, and espcci- 
te and habitual communion 

with God. be will speak with a pathos and 
unetion which all will feel, and which lew can
resist."

until all who believe on hit name shall go to be
Stale. !

their rate rest in it equal and eternal.
7. The love of the modified ia the lore of and to abide with him.—Churck and

complacence. They see in themselves much,----------- — • —--------------
ta lave, for they hear the imago of Christ, who 
it altogether lovely.

#. They love with the love el gratitude. A 
great work kaa been done tor them, and ihey 
cannot but love much. They are promised all 
God can give ; secured by tbe sacrifice of Hu 
own Son. Therefore, in hope they are joyous 
and gratelul.

V. Looking upon others who are sufferers, 
they love them with the love of pity and el 
charity ; and this calls them into action, to meet 
their wants. While Massing others they are 
doubly blest.

10. Sinners are loved with the love of uon- 
cern. At Christ wept over Jerusalem, so they 
often weep when none can see, over those who 
reject tho Great I'hyekian.

11. This is a fire consuming the dross ol 
their own naturae.
It it sweeter than Me and stronger than death ; 
it ia eternal in ita duration, and progressive 

forever.
In the household of sorrow, it brings the quiet 

contentment ;
Widowhood and orphanage call her blessed ; _ 
She goes abroad to perform her work, and re

turn* with a Messing.

lib I love divine, how sweet thou art ;
When shall f find my williug heart 

All taken up by thee.
For love I sign, for love I pine.
This only portion Lord be mine.

Be mine this better pert.
12. When persons talk of a growth ia grace, 

of new victories, etc., il ihey do not realise an 
increase of love, they know nothing ol entire 
sanclifiaation. As love is the beginning and 
and, tbe treasure of tbe heart and mainspring 
of action, with those whose love for God ia su
preme. it is plain just what remains to be done 
for them. We must have more love. For this 
tbe closet should wituesa our prayers, and 
and Christ should see us I ooking to Him con
tinually, as the author and finisher of our faith 
forgetting all other things, pray for love, and 
pray for faith, until you tool you are filled with 
the one, and are in the exercise ol the other. 
When this is done, go and toll ths great thing» 
God has done for you. It we let our light 
•bin# it will iacreage, and to-morrow we shall 
haveericher experience than to-day.—UuffUo 
Advocate

I’RAYER.

Has not ihe Church almost to learn yet what 
ia ihe power of prayer ? What cooaaptioe have 
we ef believing prayer, before which mountains 
depart!* What of persevering prayer, which 
cause* us to i'aod continually upon the watch 
tower in the daytime, end whieh seta us In our 
ward whole nights l What ol importunate 
prayer, which starma heaven with ita violence 
end force ? Whet ot united prayer, gathering 
ue together to ask tbe help of the Lord ? What 
of consistent prayer, which regarda no iniquity 
ia our hearts ? Whet of practical prayer, which 
fulfil» itself * Let such prayers be understood, 
let our spirit but break with such longing, aed 
tke expectations of our boioms shall,'not be de
layed. “ And it shall come to past before 
they cell I will answer ; and while they ere yet 
speaking I will hear."—/Jr. Janet Hamit:rm.

THE RELIGION OK CHRIST.

THE CHRISTIAN GENTLEMEN.

He ia above a mean thing. He cannot stoop 
to a mean fraud, lie betrays no secret con fill
ed to his keeping. Ue never struts in borrow
ed plumage, lie never take* selfish advan
tages of our mistakes. H* uses no ignoble 
weapons in controversy. He never stabs in 
the dart. He ia ashamed ol innuendoes. He 
ia not otie thing to » man’s face, and another 
behind hii beck. If, by accident, he comes in 
possession el hit neighbor’s counsels, he pi 
upon them an act of instant oblivion. He heart 
sealed packages without tampering with tbe 
wax. Vipers not meant lor his eye, whether 
they flutter at the window, or lie open before 
him in unguarded exposure, are sacred to him. 
He invade» no privacy ot others, however the 
sentry sleeps. Bolt* and bars, locks and keys, 
hedges end pickets, banda and securities, 
notices to trespassers, are none ot them 1er 
him. Ue may be trusted alone, out of tight, 
near the thinnest partitiin, everywhere. He 
baya no offioea, he nils none, he intrigues for 
none. He woeld rather fail ol his rights than 
win them through dishonor. Ue wdl eat honest 
bread. Be trample* on no sensitive feeling. He 
insults no man. If he have rebuke lor another 
he is straightforward, open, manly . he cannot 
descend to sturdily. In short, whatever he 
judge» honorable, he practices toward every 
men.—Ckhrlion at Work.

AN ELOQUENT PASSAGE. 1

" ll cannot be that earth is man 's only abid
ing place. It cannot he that our lile » a bub
ble rest up by the ocean of eternity to float a 
moment upon it wevee. and sink into nothing 
ingness. Else, why these high and glonouv 
aspirations which leap like angels from the 
temple of our hearts, forever wandering unsa
tisfied * Why is it thst dm rainbow and cloud 
come over us with a beauty that is not of earth, 
and then pass off to leave us to muse on their 
loveliness * Why is it that the stars which 
hold their leativel around the midnight throne, 
are set above the grasp ol our lieu ted faculties, 
forever mocking us with their unapproachable 
glory ? And, finally, why is it that the brq[ht 
forms of human beauty are presented to our 
view end taken from ns. leaving the thousand 
stream* of our affection to flow bach in Alpin* 
torrent* upon our hearts * We were born tor 
a higher destiny than earth. Thera is a realm 
where tbe rainbow never fades, where the stars 
will be spread out before us like tho islands 
that «lumber oe Ihe ocean, and whaic the beau
tiful beings who pass before us like shadows, 
will stay forever in our presenoe."

( From the Watchman (Loffton )

CANO HTFOOT AT NT. PAUL’S.

BIBLE ra. SCIENCE, SO-CALLED.

Believers in the literal accuracy of tbe Mosaic 
narrative of the deluge will be happy to learn 
that that narrative appears to be corroborated 
in «very essential particular by a record |of an 
Assyrian monument, recently translated by 
Mr. George Smith ol the British Museum. In 
a recently discovered cuneiform inscription the 
account ol tbe deluge ia put (a* narrative into 
the mouth ol Xieruthrus or Noah. He relates 
,be wickedness of the world, the command to 
build the ark. the building, tho filling ot it, 
the rearing ol tbe ark on tbe mountain, the 
sending oil ol birds and other matters, lb. 
insoriptioo has several details not given in t 
biblical narrative. The discovery ol this in
scription will go to confirm the opinion gener
ally held by learned men that the biblical nnr- 
rntivt ia no imaginative I-ied or Ovidien ta
ble, but a relation of events traditional among 
the Gentile» aa well aa with tbe chosen people. 
Mptttopal Mdhodiet.

HOLIXESS—ITS PERFECTION AND 
LOVE.

1. Faith and Love are so i «separable in pro
gressive piety, that it is difficult to say which 
has the most priority. When conversion first 
takes place, they are both weak, and equally 
acquire strength, as there is an advance in tbe 
walks ot Holiness. Hope is a consequence 
and follows after. Charity though performing 
altogether another office Irom Faith and Hope, 
yet must live with them, or they nil expire 
together. Love leads them to the One in 
whom all have tbeir being, nnd by whose grace 
»11 act in concert in the work ol sanctification.

2 Love it perfect when supreme end fixed 
upon a perfect object. That object ia infinite, 
lienee, perfect love among the sentiment, end 
«races acquire* an infinitude, limited only by 
S^lTof action. I, gomb.fore.il other 

gnooa, marshalling them for their work, and 
tivinc them her ewn inspiration.
lit tin.___- s kind of divinity, looking up

Wilk n devout ay* to tbefounuin of Holinnra

We may say ol the various forms ol uobeliel 
that there is nothing in them which loves us, 
and nothing in them 1er us to love. Panthe
ism, for instance may be a subtle faith, end 
all that the intellect could require ; but bow 
cold, end cheerless, end foreign to the heart 
Iu inexorable law move* on, creating and 
destroying, and subjecting all to a remora a 
leas fate. Its god, it it has any, has no 
oompaaaioo for hi» children, and is equally in
different to joy and suffering. Peace and war, 
innocence and injustice, lile and death are all 
tbe same ; and are but parts ol the nniveraal 
All in whose horrible vortex all things find 
their going and returning, the beginning and 
end. Hell is heaven, and heaven is hell ; and 
the poor soul finds equally ita bell and heaven 
in being absorbed in the dark void ol the uni
verse, and in grinding forever amongst its ele
ment! and forces.

Now, what was tbe heart to do with such ■ 
belief as that ? What joy, or hope, or coosola 
lion, or what sweet t. in pours of the spirit ? 
But tbe religion ol Christ ? Its strongest move
ment is one ot tenderness and compassion. It 
ia not an impersonal faith — some rigorous 
process of evolution from the unknown, but 
ie the unfolding and pouring ia upon the world 
of divine grace and charity. It* incarnation 
is not an abstract idea, but it is God with 
It is not to much a revelation ol thought at 
of emotion, and this in the person of a loving, 
suffering soul who is touched with the feeling 
of our infirmities. It was not a myth which 
was conjured up in men's fancy ; it was one 
over whose birth the angel’» sung because be 
was more glorious than the Seraphim, and was 
to stay tbe sorrows ol the world with hia heal 
ing Virtues. It was not an idea which wai 
crucified for us ; it was one who was crushed 
beneath tbe world’s burden and who freely 
gave up bis life that he might become tbe lile 
of those tor whom be died. The resurrection 
from tbe dead was no exhalation of vapors ; it 
was the appearing el him who having laid down 
his life, waa able to take it again, that be might 
become tbe first fruit* of them that sleep 
How unlike to this is a system ot philosophy 1 
How utterly barren and worth lea» a mere In
tellectual creed ! But Christ in whose incarna
tion. death and resurrection there wee the very 
lowest depth to which love eould go, enkindle# 
the vary highest lova of wbick the heart ia 
capable ; and so it ia that we love him because 
be first loved us. It is the play ol atroog 
emotion between soul and seal, between earth 
and heaven. More ia it by far than an inter
change of thought. It ia the surrender et the 
whole being in peasioeate pure desire, and in 
the complete yielding of the life.

O, true secret of that enthusiasm which 
glowed in the first disciples, which burned be
yond the power ef persecution to destroy 
which reappears yvee again end agfin in the 
old martyrs and oonleasora, which flames up 
and brake* forth irom amid the corruptions of 
the Church, sod which perpetuates itself from 
age to ago in extinguiehable ardor, O, more 
enduring than aeieaoea. philosophies and sys
tems because possessed of an immortal life, 
and tha|redemptioa ot it* curse ; entering into

KRAY FOR THE YOUNG !

The young are the hope of the church, the 
state and the world. As are the youth of tbe 
present, suck will be tbe men and woman of 
tbe futnre. All then that we ho; a for in the 
future, ia now embryo in the youth. If the 
youth of the present are wise, the men and wo
men ot the future will be wise. If tbe youth 
of tbe present are pure, the men and women of 
tke future will be pure. If the youth of the 
present are good, tbe men and women ol tbe 
future will also be good. And who can tell tbe 
diffsreeee between a good Inture and a bail 
future t Words cannot describe it. Tbe dif
ference it infinite, and is that difference all oar 
interests are involved. And whet ia life out
side ef these interests 8 All of life in included 
within them. How Important then, that the 
young be wife, pure aod good. Let then the 
youag be a burden npon the hearts of Chris
tians, and while you employ other instrumen
talities for their culture, pray lor lhero with all 
your heart.

We place too light an estimate upon Ihe sen
timents end practices of the young, suppôt mg 
it a necessity with them to be, at least, in a 
moderate degree, reckless end perhaps wanting 
in moral sentiment. Tbis is a mistake. There 
it room for tbe outgushing of youthful exuber
ance, but all within tbe bounds of piety and 
morality. Youth may overflow with life, and 
yet love and practice every virtue. Nor is it 
scarcely within the range ol human posai bilities 
tor one to become licentious and depraved in 
youth and be pure in alter lile.

Wat eh over and pray for the young. Daily 
carry their case before Him who hears prayer, 
that they remember Him and be sired '—Sab
bath Recorder.

HINTS FOR YOUNG CHRISTIANS.

1. Never neglect daily private prayer ; and 
remember that God heart your prayers.

1. Never oeglecl daily private Bible read
ing, and remember that God is speaking to 
you, and that you are to believe aod art 
upon what rays.

8. Never let a dav pats without doing 
something for Jesus ; every morning reflect
ing on what Jeeua had done tor you.

4, If you are even in doubt as to a thing 
being right or wrong, consider whether you 
can do it in the name of Joe us aud ask God’s 
blessing upon it.

3. Never take your Christianity from Chris
tiana, hot ask yourself, “ How would tbe 
Lord hate mo act " and follow him.

6. Never trust your leelings, |or the opin
ions ef men, il they contradict |God'» word. 

*. In deciding questions ot truth and duty, 
oember that the wrong side has a crafty 

and powerful advocate in your own heart.

The MtOioditt Recorder, London, in dis
cussing the present phase of Wesleyan Meth
odism in Grant Britain, disguises a little to 
ray a word about the preaching damanded al 

he present time:" “We are thankful 
t the age of ‘ skeleton*’ is last passing

Canon Lightlool gave tbe coorlading lectuie 
of a successful series, under the dome of St. 
Paul’s Cathedral, aod dealt with the relations 
of the early Christians to the Church. Hit 
subject was ' Christian life within the Chris
tian body, and more especially Christian wor
ship as the soul ol that life." After remarking 
on tho anomalous, perjdexing, vague, and un 
substantial character ol the inner lile ol the 
Christian to the careless heathen bystander, 
be continued — Again and again the hea
then antagoniaU ol Christianity give expres
sion to their aurpriae in the tame tauntiug 
language, " You have no images, no altars, no 
temples." Tbe principal square# and atreet» 
of Rome end Athena were lined with sanctua
ries and dotted with a Harr; public thorough
fares and private houses were thronged with 
statues of goda aod demigods ; the language ol 
the cotnmoa people bristled with the invoca
tions of the deities ; tbe air reeked from time 
to time with the fat ol victims or the fumes 
of inccote. When Caligula ascended the Im 
penal throne the festivities extended over 
three whole month*, and IfiO.OtiO victims were 
aaevifioed in Rome alone. When daring tbe 
reign of Merces Aurelius a deadly pestilence 
broke out,, tbe Emperor summoned to tbe 
metropolis the priests ol ell religions, national 
and foreign, and the city was given over to 
lustration», sacrifice» and rite» ol every kind 
and every country. To all this tbe bald sim
plicity ol Christian worship stood in marked 
contrast. A silent, mj'tteriou* gather! vg at 
some stated time, in some obscure private 
dwelling, seemed to exhaust the religion ol 
this anomalous sect. This inference, though 
strangely al fault, waa not altogether unnatu
ral. Thera Uhiatieoa were supposed to be 
atheists, hatching, under the cloak ol religion, 
soma vile conspiracy, The heathen had stum
bled on another of those secret dubs end ilia 
gel associations which his jealous suspicions 
were ever on the watch to detect. And this 
strange misconception was persistently main
tained. Tbe heathen wanted to see the God 
ol the Christian, and the Christian could not 
satisfy the test. Ue had nothing to show, no
thing which in the eyes of tbe heathen counted 
for religion, nothing but a firm laith and 
heroic courage aod clean band* mid a blameless 
life. It is thus clear that during the early 
centurie» the ritual ol tbe Christian* was, Irom 
tbe necessity of their position, not from their 
principle, very simple. At a corporation they 
were not recognised by law, and common pru
dence, besides their inability te hold corporate 
law property, would deter them from any out 
lay. Thus, there is no explicit notice of any 
Chureh erected either in Rome or the pro
vinces before the close of tbe second century, 
though beyond the limit of tbe Empire the case 
was different. In Syria, for example, where 
tbe king* of Edeeea early embraced Chris
tianity, no such restraints would exist. Mean
while in tbe metropolis and great cities meet
ings for puMic worship could only be held in 
commodious room attached 
some private ritixeo. Tbe 
Martyr to the Roman prelect aa lo the place ol 
their meeting, aad b» reply. " I know no 
other place of meeting but the bouse ol Mar
tin, at tbe Tiawtine bath," shows that a cen
tury and a quarter after the time of the Apos
tles Christian» at HI met in an upper room 1er 
tear, not now of the Jews, but of the Gentiles. 
At tbe expiration, however, ol tbe first quar
ter of the third century the position ot tbe 
Christians materially improved. The answer 
of Alexander Seven», when e dispute arose 
between tbe Christiana and licensed victuallers 
as to a plot of land, marks the progress of 
opinion—" It is better that God should be 
worshipped in this place, in whatever manner, 
than that it should be given over to the victual
lers. Church building was net orally stimula
ted by inch language, though until tbe res
cript m 2*0 ol the Emperor Oalliesius prohibi
ting all interference with the Christian* the 
progress waa not rapid, Tbe Canon tbs a 
pointed out how, living in aa age ot church 
building, in a country bristling with towers 
aad spires of edifices consecrated to prayer, 
assembled under this glorious dome—in a aa- 
ihedral which justly reckons among tho master
piece. of areetive genie»—we could not foil to

to the house oil 
reply ol Juitin

moment's reflection willj check this hasty ml,, 
mice wlm lqwe might be templed lo draw from 
tbe contrast. Not only was the laek ol cere 
morns! x necessity, and not a choice to ihe 
early Christians, but it was likewise a nee#sew,

in tbe ear!» 
education of the Chureh The heaihen did 
not understand religion as a moral and spiritual 
influence, for polytheism did not appeal to lira 
heart or reform the lile. It was u eve sear y lor 
the future life of tbe Church that the Vbnstian 
should break at once with tba spirit ol pagan 
ism. By tbe stern teaching of an imperious 
necessity lie was weaned Iront she tUsr and 
low conception ol religion which made it to 
consist only in lustrations aud sacrifices, ami 
ajmaltiplication el shrines and deities. The 
external symbols and ajipliauces, Ihe baild- 
irgs, the music, the jsamtingi and .sculptui.-. 
which may bs, useful to ue.• were denied, or 
slmost denied, to tbs early Christiana, that 
thus thrown back ujion their own spiritual re
sources they might lay the foundations ol a 
spiritual la brie. This training was to the 
latency of the Church what the carelul «sein 
•ion and the enforced simplicity ol life is to 
the infancy ot tbe individual, tbe nsewaesi v 
discipline ol the child lor the freedom and tbe 
development ot manhood. Much that would 
have been injurious then is useful, ws niq(ht / 
almost say n indispensable, now. But ovet 
and over again in the history of lbs Church 
there have been ejiochs when ritual has rue to 
excess, when tbe spiritual life has been threat
ened with suffocation from thejpressure of nx 
tentai forms. Then a terrible reaction ensue».
I lia iconorlitl and tbe puritan break ieto the 
sanctuary sweeping sway with iediserimiaate 
seal much that is beautiful and eddying and 
useful, leaving deaolatiou in their tram. Good 
and devout men mourn over tbe wholesale 
work ol destruction ; but it is God's own chas
tisement, who will not allow his limits to be 
overstepped, and vindicates the spirituality ol 
bu Gospel at tbe coat of much individual pain 
and no little immediate lost, lisving referred 
to Justin Martyr's well knows account of the 
simple ritual ol the early C'butck, and reniai k- 
ing on it containing all the elements held iu 
the present day requisite to the uompletane»» 
of Divine service—the reading of tbe Gospels 
and l’ropbets, the word of eahortation or ter 
■non, the jirayers aud thanksgivings, the mini, 
tar leading and tba congregation responding, 
and lastly, aa the climax to which all the pro 
vioua service loads tap, the Eucharistie «aie 
bration ol the Holy Communion, whieh u the 
supreme act of Christian worship, at once the 
strongest pledge ol brotherly low and the 
highest means of spiritual grace—the Canon 
then remarked on almsgiving following those 
gatherings tor worship as an inseparable jiart 
of Divine service, observing that without prac
tical benevolence there raui be no true worship, 
and noticed how hospitals, orphanages, ragged 
schools, convalescent homes, (idiot asylums, 
and charitable institution* of all kinds, were 
the résulta ot Christianity, ihe foundations ol 
which were laid in tba quiet little prayar iaect 
ngs held every seventh day in a retired up

per chamber. He then alluded to the lad 
that, while the Roman law strictly forbade the 
erection ol Christian churches,, it offered ne 
impediment to tbe (loundetion of <-em*trie>
A middle etas* Roman would, almost as a mal 
tar ol course, belong to some burial club, guild 
or confraternity, which were recognised by the 
government, and Christians were recognized ta 
members of such bodies. Tbe first officiel oc
casion when a Roman bishop had relation, 
with the Government was when Callistus, then 
Archdeacon of Rome, takes charge of tbe cels 
comb which bears his name, and, though not 
ihe earliest, is the most lentous of ths cata
combs. The learned Canon then gave a most 
description of tbe catacombs, and took In. 
bearers with him in succession to the necropolis 
ol the heathen, and the eeiuetry ef the Chris
tian—the Appian way above the ground aud 
tbe Appian Way beneath the soil—and remark 
ed on the startling contrast, externally all be
ing so unfavourable to the Christian, so 1er a. 
the advantages, ef nature and tbe appliance, ot 
art were concerned ; but while the heathen ne
cropolis présenta one ceaseless wail of despair, 
tbe consciousness ot immortality flixwls and 
glorifies the subterranean vaults of tbe Chris
tian catacombs, observing further that all I he 
inscriptions and emblems suggested nothing 
but anticijielions of hojze aud triumph. The 
lecture concluded as follows As the survivors 
met id some underground chamber over the 
grave ol a martyred friend, and consecrated 
the eucharistie elements on the very slab (which 
coveted his remains, carrying their own live, 
in their hands and eating their Christian pass- 
over as of old, in haste and trembling, then 
loins girt and tbeir lest shod, expecting every 
moment the slarm which should summon them 
lorth on their last long journey, they could not 
but feel themselves one with those had gone 
before, one in their sympathies, one in their 
struggle* one in tbeir losses. The barrier be
tween death and life dissolves before a great 
criai» which reveals tbe Eternal] Presence. Al 
such moment the continuity of Fxistence is lelt. 
The Christian realizing hi» communion with 
tbe past and the future, and feeling that he is 
no more au'isolated unit floating in a bound
less void, throwing himstll into the struggle 
with that strength of jrarpose aod that aasui- 
aace el hope which (the sense of association 
alone (can give—with this thought, which, 
though old, I» ever new, 1 will conclude 
If f have succeeded in' exciting in any 

.member ol this congregation a desire lor 
a more (tamiliar acquaintance kwiih tbe re
cords ot their spiritual ancestry in primitive 
times—If I have struck out in one intelligent 
breast a fresh spark of sympathy with the grand 
historic past—if only a single hearer has cai- 
reJ away from these lectures into the frettiig 
«1res and distraction» of daily lit* one cheering 
memory, or one heroic resolve, or one ennob'- 
iig thought, then the task whieh 1 set to as
soit has been more than'aceeinplisUed. I cou.d 
have desired nothing more.


