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The “ Nonconformist" paper of Novem­
ber 1849, mentions, that, *• at the General 
Sessions of Middlesex, a boy was sentenced 
tv> 7 vears transportation, who had been 
convicted 14 times, though not eleven years 
uf age

In the ninth rcjtort of the general Board 
of Prisons, in Scotland, it is stated, that in 
the year ending with June 1847, there were 
2t),S8C criminals committed in Scotland, of 
whom, 3,1 Id were under 17 years of age; 
and 3,930 between 17 and 21, making the 
whole, number below twenty-one, 7,U4d, or 
more than uue-third of the total number of 
commitments." “ Ot 3,548 prisoners win- 
mitteil to gaol during the year ending June 
1813. 158Ï or 44.7 per cent of the entire 
number were under 21 years of age.”

*• Of the 83 prisoners who were tried at 
die Circuit Court in Glasgow, in September 
1318—34 males and 21 females,—total 55 
were from 15 to 20 years of age”—and “ot 
the 27 criminals, tried at the Circuit Court 
in March 1849, 12 of the number were from 
15 to 20 years of age."

In the Prize Essay on Juvenile Depravi­
ty, by the ltev. Mr. XVorsley, a number of 
facts and particulars are given on the sumo 
point. The author gives a tabic containing 
a total of 1641 offences, committed in a cer­
tain time, arranged so as to show the respec­
tive numbers between various ages, from 15 
to above 60, from which it appears that the 
«• period"—aged 15 and under 20, comprises 
more offenders than any other. Nearly the 
same conclusion, he says, is derived from the 
■tuteitycnts of offenders committed for trial 
in the County of Lancaster; a table ot which 
lie subjoins. He then gives another table, 
showing the proportion of crime at the same 
periods of age, in the three agricultural 
counties of Lincoln, Hampshire, and Devon­
shire ; and showing very nearly the same 
result Two other tables are added, one ot 
them showing the whole number ot criminal 
offenders, committed for trial throughout 
England and Wales, in one year ; distribu­
ted aeceording to the same periods as befo. e ; 
and the other table, showing the centesimal 
proportion of criminal offenders between 
various ages, ill the year 1816, as slated by 
Mr. Redgrave of the Home Office. By these 
tables it appears, that of the several periods, 
the greatest amount ot crime is committed 
by youths between 15 and 20 years. * 4 k<; 
sum of crime committed by them, is 6236 to 
25,107 of the whole number; being in the 
pro|K>rtion of very nearly one fourth of the 
whole. From these last-mentioned tables 
and statements, as the Rev. author savs, it 
appears, that the juveniles, aged 15 and un­
der 20, form not quite one tenth ot the popu­
lation ; and they are guilty of nearly one 
fourth of its crime. What more striking 
exhibition can there be, than is thus nftord- 
cL of the lamentable mass ot juvenile de­
pravity.” Bui further lie adds, and proves 
bv a table subjoined, that the number ofju- 
vinile offenders under 15, as also ot those 
between 15 and 20, lias, respectively, m- 
creased during the five years preceding 18 40; 
and shows, that the sum of offenders under 
20 years of age. was, during those five years, 
considerably more than one fourth ot 
whole number; and he says, that in 
vear 1847. it reached the centesimal pro- 
ixirtion ot 31 to the whole. He then closes 
the comparative and proportionate state­
ments on this point, with this just and ap­
propriate remark-" In the classification of 
offences according to age, the period which 
shows the blackest, whether we look at the 
proportionate amount of crime or its pro­
grès*! re increase, is comprised between 1. 
and 20 years of age.” The Report ot the 
Commission (1813) on the employment ot 
children in traies and manufactures, says 

0f the total number of known or suspected 
offenders in this town, (Birmingham) during 
the last twelve months, viz., 1223, at least 
one half were under 15 years of age ; and in 
the same period, there had been sumniari!v 
convicted of the age uf ten years, 40, and 
committed for trial at the same age, 4 •

On the subject of female profligacy, the 
same Essay on Juvenile depravity states,— 
* 'f|ie extent to which this vice exists at the 
present day, is scarce adequately known to 
such as are not familiar with the contents ot 
parliamentary papers. Iu Birmingham tt
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the

the brothels, are in age from 14 to 20. In 
a district which a (wrson could walk around 
in fifteen minutes, there are 118 brothels, 
and 42 other houses of ill fume, 160 in all re­
sorted to by female profligates. In the low 
brothels and lodging houses of tl»e town, 
there are many female profligates, nul more 
tlian 13, 14, and 15.” The same Work 
says—“ The fact, that all pro|H*aid plans 
fur the diminution of the extended and in­
creasing vice of female profligacy liavc been 
defeated in Jhirliament, by unusually large 
majorities, is very strongly to the discredit 
of the upper classes."

A brief and but partial exhibition having 
thus been given,ofsomeofthe prinvi|ial modes 
and forms, as well as of the prevalence of 
juvenile crime and depravity, in the United 
Kingdom, it is next of importance, to inves­
tigate and explain, the chief sources or causes 
of those evils. The first that may be named, 
is, indeed, of universal existence, and o|u>- 
nitiun, and applies to all ages, classes and 
nations, and is indeed no oilier, than tlie in­
nate natural inclination and tendency of our 
fallen and corrupt humanity rather to what 
is contaminating and pernicious, tlum to 
those objects and modes of conduct, which 
are pure and of good report ; and productive 
of useful and happy results. This natural 
propensity to what is evil and hurtful, both 
to the individual and others, manifests itself 
even in the tenderest years ; and from this 
may be seen the wisdom, as well as benevo­
lence of the inspired command—“ Train up 
a child in the way lie should go, and when 
lie is old he will not depart from it." This 
with many other similar and authoritative 
injunctions to the parents and guardians ol 
the rising generation, are, under all the torms 
of human existence wherever they have 
been promulgated, of universal and abiding 
obligation. But the primary and principal 
difficulty to be met and overcome, is—that 
of art nail y training up the child in that vir­
tuous way in which he ought to go, so us, 
under the divine blessing, to secure tlie hap­
py result. Even with the exercise of the 
utmost wisdom, and pious and prudent per 
severance, it is difficult ot accompli -hmeut i 
but alas how few, comparatively, are there 
among parents and other guardians of the 
young, who in a sincere and enlightened 
manner, even make the endeavour to obey 
the gracious precept. It is worthy of espe­
cial uotice, that the successful aud favoura­
ble issue, is only promised to the actual and 
continuous training, l’robably, there never 
was an age, throughout the history of our 
race, and either iu civilized or barbarous 
times, or countries, when this truly benevo­
lent command was so generally overlooked 
or disregarded, both by the old aud the 
young, as during comparatively recent years ; 
or in other words, when the youth ol both 
tlie sexes, and of every age, and in every 
class of society, were so generally left to 
themselves, to follow their own natural in­
clinations, to choose their own associates, 
companions, and friends ; their own pursuits 
and amusements, and, ill short, not iu a tew 
things only, but in all, to repudiate, oppose, 
or disregard all parental control and direc­
tion, or even advice. This state ol feeling 
and conduct is undoubtedly one ot the great­
est and most afflicting in its consequences, 
of the varied exhibitions of what is so of­
ten iriumplmntly styled, the “ Spirit ot the 
Age." . There are not a few among parents 
and guardians of children, who utterly con- 
detail, and of course neglect all jiersunal or 
bodily correction even of tlie very mildest de­
scription ; and by far the most wilful and cri­
minal offences. They hold Up both hands, 
as it were, against it, in real or affected hor­
ror, at such superlative cruelty, even in the 
(rout of the divine commands, which say 
“ chasten thy son while there is hojic, and 
let not thy soul spare for his crying. 
“Withhold not correction from tlie child; for 
il thou beatest him with the rod he shall not 
<fte :—Thou shall heat him with the rod, and 
shall deliver his soul from hell ’ Such per­
sons endeavour to evade the force ot these 
precepts, and others of a similar kind, un­
der the former dispensation, by contending 
that there is nothing under our present en­
lightened system to warrant such a mode of 
correction, in any case, or for any offence 
whatever. They, thus, in reality, on a point

would look in an unprejudiced and enlighten, 
cd manner, oven unto the new révélation, 
given under our present beneficent but 
equally authoritative system, they would see. 
that not only » thete no express abrogation 
or annulment of the former injunctions 
and directions on this |>oiiit ; but on the con­
trary that there is quite sufficient to warrant, 
iu t lag rant iik-tuuees uf misconduct, the in­
fliction of suitable personal correction, iu a 
prudential measure, uud in the exercise of a 
truly iificctioualo desire tor future improve­
ment tunl welfare. In bestowing such cor­
rection, all anger mid bitterness of feeling, 
should, of course, be suppressed and avoided ; 
nor should any chastisement he inflicted, ex­
cept on the most serious occasions ; and when 
there is good reason to conclude, tlial it will 
be productive of beneficial effects. The 
wonts of a wise and learned commentator 
on the New Testament scriptures, are wo ju­
dicious and excellent on this (mint, that I 
shall offer uo apology for here introducing 
them. He says,—“ lie wlio Corrects his 
children according to God, and reason, wliall 
feel every blow on his own Atari, more scu- 
sibly than his child feels it on his body. Ba­
rents are called to correct, uot to punish 
their children. Those who punis)i them, do 
it from a principle of revenge, those who 
corroct them, do it from a principle of nffee 
tionule concern.” Here, is the opinion of 
one pious and cx|>erieuced, as well as learn­
ed divine expressly on the point ; and very 
many more might be added. The contrary 
opinion of those who have been already ad' 
verted to, is a part of that false and mis 
chievous system ol" morbid sentimentalism, 
anil spurious cluirity, so prevalent in the 
present day, which even denounces ns ini' 
quitous, and seeks to niiitul and discard a 
righteous uud diviuely appointed punishment 
for the most malicious and heinous offence 
that etui possibly be committed against 
fellow being ; and which would, iu effect, if 
fully curried out, set aside the most exproes 
divine requirements, derange society, unset 
tie «mie of its chief foundations uf security 
and substitute, from time to time, the tluc 
touting opiuious, mid the traditions and sis 
teins of corrupt mid fallible mortals, in the 
place of the eternal principles of justice aud 
righteousness, as disclosed in the infallible 
mid unvarying divine commands and an­
nouncements. But to roluru from this di­
gression, if such it may be called, it may fur­
ther be observed, that there are vast num­
bers ol' parents in the United Kingdom, ns 
well as elsewhere, in the present day, who 
are far more (gdpuble tlum Chose just treat­
ed of ; and who; although of sober aud indus; 
trions !iubits,und in some respects, appearing 
to desire the welfare of their offspring, yet 
through worldliness or mere indolence of spi­
rit and character, neglect to exercise over 
them any moral restraint, or to afford them 
religious or even moral ami prudential in­
struction, and thus leave them to I income Che 
easy and willing prey of the alluring but 
contaminating influences by which they are 
surrounded, aud the depraving, associations 
lunl scenes into which they are constantly 
liable to be enticed aud drawn.

Clinton, Matt.. April 1st, 1881.
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No. IX.
It would be mum table to expect that among 

the tlKHiMtids ot" the Wesleyan Ministry, de­
pendant tor suecese, humanly shaking, on the 
(«■•session of the power of convincing or per­
suasive speech, wane men should be distingtiisneU 
by extraordinary caiwcity tor Oratory. It ie 
doubtless as true of the Orator as of the Poet : 
mucitur non ht—born not made ; the afflatus in. 
communicable by any specie» of intellectual dis­
cipline must he a birth-gift, h ie, however, 
rational to suppose that amena many thousands 
of public sneakers some should be found with the 
natural gift ; and the enthusiastic spirit that hae 
unchained so many fine minds, and impelled the 
Methodist Body upon so successful a career, 
would 1* exceedingly likely to awaken the native 
power where, otherwise, ft had remained dormant.

Eloquence in its highest sense is impassioned 
reasoning addressed to the understanding awl 
feelings of an audience, in voice and tone, ex­
pression and gesture jieifectly accordant with 
th« utterances of unsophisticated nature — 
Eloquence of this order ditlhrs much from lifeless 
abstract logic; nor lew does it difft-r from de. 
clamntory apjwals to the passions, and those frothy 
ebullitions ol fancy which neither move nor roel^ 
It is murli to be questioned whether the play and 
prettino** of fancy are not totally opposed to the 

......................... ' ‘ • they dotry Uo not 
’ll.# soldier

Fur the Wsalaysa
Dkar Sir,—Your |>ai>er of the 15th of March 

lias just been sent me. l have not seen one tor 
two months before. .Since the beginning of No­
vember last 1 have lieen stationed as the Minis­
ter of. tlie Methodist K. Church at Cliuton, Mass., 
which is a new station. Clinton contains a p >p- 
ulation of nearly 4,000, who are principally en­
gaged in manufactures. For many years the 
Cougregationalists anil Baptist* have had church­
es here. There were but live Methodists in tlie 
place when 1 came here. We hired one ol the 
Halls of the town, and commenced preaching 
thrice on the Sabbath. We soon obtained an 
excellent choir, and opened a Sunday School to 
which is added a library. Hie llall is now too 
small to contain the congregation in the even­
ings. We havo hail a glorious revival of the 
work of God, which is still progressing,-forty- 
six persons have been converted to God, ami at 
every meeting some come forward for prayers.

We have had considerable opposition and rom-

nial genius of Oratory—whether 
always dilute end weaken its efleet, 
in the strife uf the life-struggle would little think 
of wreathing his Unde with velvet and lace and 
many-tinted ribUius. Could ho (wnwlrete such 
folly, the keen-edged weajiou would avail him 
nought in his hour of need. 11 Revolutions are 
not ui»dv with rose-water," nor are the rug 
fortresses uf the human heart stormed 
epithets and the delicate jingle of pretàly-facad 
words. Temper the steel, burnish the blade, 
sliurpsn the wigs, end skillfully wield ft ; hut no 
ribbons, no velvet, no lace—drew the naked 
brand.

A perfect Orator addresses himself to the whole 
nun lie illuminates tlie understanding, ami 
convinces. He rolls the burning tide of feeling 
over the soul, and moves. There have been 
fewer great Orators titan Poets. The palmiest 
days of the Grecian Muse are rivalled by the 
deathless names of Sluikeeprare and Milton, 
livron and Wonlsworth But what British 
Orators stand on the same lofty and daaxlmg 
height with these great Pools? There has, in­
dued, I teen no lack of powerftil speakers ; and no 
iieoplc since tlm days of Cicero mid Catalina can 
Lust of a brighter constellation than that which 
numbers its stars of nearly the first magnitude by 
the names ol" Halifax and Bolingbroke, Chatham 
and Fox, Burke and Sheridan, Grattan and 
Ersltiue, Taylor am) Tillotson, Baxter aud Howe, 
Whitfield and Watson, Hall and Chalmers ; and 
yet not one of these illustrious mgn are to 
Demosthenes what Milton is to Homer. None 
of them realized tlie definition of an Ureter of 
the highest elans. If Otaries James Fox had 
possessed Garrick's voice anil inimitable power 
of expressing the various |tassions of the human 
heart he would have shared a divided empire 
with the renowned Athenian. Fox had some of 
the very highest elements of the peerless orator.

No Methodist Orator hath approached the 
standard ol Khsinciice laid down In this paper. 
Powerful, graceful ami effective sjmakers there 
have been in abundance. Watson wanted (Mis­
sion, energy, and pathos. Ho possessed tlw logic, 
the range of thought, the imagination; few of 
his contemporaries approached his scale of excel­
lence : lower still surpessed him.

For native endowment* of Oratory, perhaps 
Samuel Brad burn ranks highest on the list of tie 
Methodist Ministry. The contempt which wae 
(mured upon his rising sect from all the high 
place of the Nation tended much to circuni- 
scribe tlw sphere of Iliad burn's exertion, and to 
prevent his (lowers from being appreciated by 
those va[iahle of judging of their superior charac­
ter. Little now remains to Justify the encomi­
um* bestowed upon him. Tradition hath trea­
sured up the results rather than the master-pieces 
of his eloquence. Tlial tradition speaks of the 
wondrous sway which he exercised over Lie au­
ditor*—of hi* ability to evoke at will every feel­
ing of the soul, lie appear* to hare been gifted 
with high imaginative faculties, graphic power of 
description, impassioned energy of mol, and ama­
zing knowledge of the springs of ftwiiag which

ppositioi
petition Simultaneously with the Methodists, --------- r,- «- ...
the Univerealists, the Unitarian*, aud the Sc-1 he hidden in the human breast Uu voice was


