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1 i* Lof the situation is the fact that accounts haves b^ei}, 
still being, well met, notwithstanding the coédition 

i money marttet.” . . 3 l

SOME OPINIONS.
(Continued.)

and are
s- of the

Footnotes of the situation.• I will in due time be renewed on a yet sounder ■ m _trial activity , _ Mrl James Redmond, vice-president and g
b***UrURobert Meighen, president of tlie Lake of the Woods a«« of the Ames Holden, Limited, manutactur 

rom^anvand director of a number of other promin- and » hopeful view of the si
feels a tittle uncertain about the im- Jroe,” he said, “that trade has been slow, of 

•L^^fure “I^the first place,” he said, “I believe that been mainly owing to the weather. There is l*tl 
mediate future. in 1 v > . th those exist- retail merchants would have well disposed of thenÏÏLTiï'Sl ...... ..fU« .»!,
■F.° ^^the oresentM.me to some extent side-tracked and j « *,ocks arc only « moderate compass. |

mion is « the presents Canada is above everything i BO #teat quantities on their hands, and, while i
ÏÏLrÏÏÎfcultural œuntr}andupon the success or failure «ill carry mg some of their fallgoods, I have, »odoubt, that
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certain sections in the North-West—where ; tljeH complete 
< I failure of the crops makes it impossible for farmers to pay 

the retailer—our collections were never betterj while our 
branch in the lower provinces reports that col 
never so gofed there before.

“On the whole, I think, boot and shoe 1m 
look for a slight falling off jin demand during 
year. As a consequence, it is likely that the , ofipfut of the 
factories will be reduced somewhat as comparé |; with,, last 
year. A good deal will depend upon the crops 
son. Should the outlook be favorable, préparât] ns will be 

ascertain, stocks throughout the Do- made to meet the resulting increased demand fbf footwear. ^ 
that when the demand starts again II think trade will be good.”

nfiiiT - Are 1er C
Messrs Caverhill & Learmont, wholesale hardware mer- 

rfcJT» interviewed, said: “Since the middle of December 
ZZ has been very slow. Up to then it was good; but at 
^middle of the month it feU off and became dull. But this 
h not unusual at this time of year, and we look for a marked 
L-mement to take place by the middle of February. Our 
travellers have just gone out and are now spread all over the 

that before long we ought to be experiencing

is were r

Tfacturera
coming

next sea-country, so 
results.

“So far as we can 
minion are not heavy, so
n jt i$ certain to do shortly—there should be considerable otitteeà la

observe anything in the situation to justify despondency. I crops turnr<i| out SOl badly that farmers will be impelled to 
am aware that many well-posted men look for trade depres- . feed fof their catlie a„d live Mock in order t* carry them 
am during the coming year, ahd that many bankers agree through the in good shape. In manyi cases the
vith them. I can only say that our business during he fWjll have to obtain credit from the retailer^to do this, 
past year was the largest we ever experienced and through- a|£ ,hc wiu in ,urn call upon the wholesSer and the
out the year accounts have been well met. The present year wholesajer upon the banker. Advices have com «to us from 
■ opening up most favorably. Unquestionably, more care is ^ rount„ stating ,hat banks have in some fuses been 
briar exercised by buyers and sellers, and travellers are not withdrawinV credits, and that as a result conditions are still 
taking such large orders as they were a year ago. One must rathcr Kvf.re in places.
S7-d S tErtÆ no, nn
fwpmimism Although there will probably be a slight > l do\0f thi’n£ tha? recent cond.tm,
Wtagoff in the volume of trade, it does not <*«“ «° me dec,ine in the prée of groceries, and I b<*i
w* hav^ so fat* stiown 'hardly ‘^tin^îa^Vton Jw P-i-j^-to ^found.among counir 
«mpames have been holding off in expectation of being able ^ h jjfiiiancing vcry much befter than the?,

16,0Tchase tbe,r suPP,,es at lower-figures. . unlikely, that they will ÿave much extra money
As Is Celt on Stocks. the spring ' when the new eggs and dairy prod,

“In some cases, stocks which ordinarily would have-been be marketed. Everything J dur&ir the com-
PWthased in the autumn have not yet been secured, holders grocers may look for a very good business dur|g the com
«f raw cotton being evidently of the opinion that mills would inK yeaf- , ,, , . . . .3
bave to meet th*ir views. The last London wool sale gave Mr. XV. H. C. Mussen, of Mussen s Limited^mmmg and 
evidence of strength ; whether or not this will be the case contractor’s supplies, when asked his opinion regarding the 
vith the next sale is a question. But even should both cot- outlook ]for 1908, said:
ton and wool decline somewhat, it does not follow that manu- “I 4m looking forward to an active >ear. 
factured goods will do the same, because the manufactured uncertainty and even hesitation among merch 
«tide never advanced to the extent justified bÿ the advance regarding the fufcire, bu, I fail to fiind muc|
» the raw material. I, seems ,0 me, therefore, that the among (hem. But we do not come in touch w.^Snirn^l Ue 
«dation continues very sound all round, and that we may public tp any great extent. So far m,mt jn 
l0<*wOrward ,0 4 prosperous season during 1908.” are practically certain g f ,m*end of Can-

Mr. C. B. Gordon, second vice-president of the Domin now running for various kinds of work fror^|^.of C^ 
•on Company, questioned as to the outlook for the cotton ada ,0 (he other, and a large jx^mon of 
,rade- replied: MEverything . considered, I think that great railway undertakings witi the

STJrj ”rre,p”'™ “are at present running our mills full time, and our *.___ . J * _ VI. nuantitv,h,« h,l.„ II, i, -h-, d«rin|5Æ«
°" °rder! laken SOme,‘,r?v a^:ta i year. Las, vear we did the biggest business J our history.

W a* 11 WCre’ catck,nf UP W,th '\e pa ,.,d “Cojlecions during the tight money penodjM ,907 were
fall in. fflpat,k a”y ,r3de f*PTeSfS,c0„o? Shou d bad. Contractors, like everyone else, were rie^up for want 

arwhsiïïvL m ,he COnSU7“P,0n If Jt of funds and could no, meet their accounts tly came due. 
mediately rJdl appcar' you may be sure that we hall Matters have now been gradually improving foKsome weeks 

^ far U "ULOUt a”1- Tha‘,tv,S haS . I past, anti if this improvement continue we shfil have little
lu . KOOd ,nd,c*,on <* how wc fecl . ground for complaint. While we cannot loot for as big

fallv ** ,0 ,ues> 1 can only say that raw cotton is selling | busjnesj ;n ,908 as in 1907, we regard the <*|tlook as en-
hav* Ment higher than a year ago, and, as you know, we i rouragitig.”

j, j0 adv4nÇe wages almost 15 per cent, since a year 
qi 1 .. . fr the circumstances, it is manifest that, instead

_hn,n®’ *n price, manufactured cottons are very strong 1 , à i . Iirni.,e 0<advanre Mills have been holding off making pur A ^insurance reserve of *M*o£57 "urP^°f
the hone of lower nrices. These have no, been ex ».,/«8,304 are exhibited.by 'be Connert!cu,T]|e Insurance 
Jand T suppose will not now be. Anv falling off Company up ,0 the close of last fctor^and
m hich w taken place has been confined to assAs to the amount of $400.000, n re^. **«

- N|Wh-West and Ontario, all the other provinces are in net surplus. $200,000 This is a good record in a not
“ freely as before. Not the least pleasing feature very encouraging year.
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