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“will haye but scant space to
coniment upon this splendid article;
in fact, te do it justice, T sce no
otb,at'wu}“ than to simply reproduce
its principal paragraphs,; and confine
my own remarks, for the present at
least, to indicating the trend of the
Writer's arguments. In truth he has,
as far as this contribution goes, ex-
hausted the subject, and, for the life
of me, I cannot s8e whete tha éfiémies
of the religlous Orders can find a
single inch of ground whereon to
base a repfy. p

Hc commences with the cry of the
wirtuosi of anti-clericalism, to the
effect  that “hundreds of millions ’
represent the hoarded wealth of the
religious congregations, a crfy which
a sevsation-loving press takes up
and repeats in every key. They tell,
with indignation not untainted with
exaltation, how ‘‘these poor religious
own magnificent colleges, with free-

- stone fronts and large windows ad-

mitting plenty of light and air, the
buildings being offset by ~ extensive
and beautiful garden‘e. None of them
but have property in the most de-
sirable neighborhoods. They own
imniense boarding schools, hospitals
built on a strictly modern plan,
wonderfully appointed homes for the
aged poor,” ete.

The reverend writer then sets forth
his case, after an appropriate exor-
dium, by the following proposition
of his subject :— 3

‘“lhere was a time when the enem-

ies of congregations, boldly and with
& superd a priori, estimated the
wealth of the latter at millions; but,
alas for this charitable phantasma~
goria,statistics have appeared which
have singularly impoverished Alad-
din’s palace!’’
-The statistics that follow consti-
tute the foundation of all the argu-
ments advanced by Rev. Father Be-
langer. As this phase of the subject
can,  with the slight alterations
mneeded to make the figures corres-
pond with the different local cases,
be made absolutely applicable to the
financial status. of religious commu-
nities in' our own country, I will
simpiy have to ask the readers to
carefully peruse the figures and-data
set forth. Pirstly, we have a com-
parison . between - the . aggregate
wealth of all the religious ¢ongrega-
tions in France and the fortunes pos-
sesscd by individuals. I now quote
uninterruptedly i—

‘“The commission of 1881 estimat-
ed the total fortune (that is, real
and personal) at 900,000,000 francs
: ,000,000), but in 1890 “L’'Ad-
ministration” de  I'Enregistrement, '
Jowered this valuation to 560,000,
000 francy. InlBO"a‘ M. Hoaori Pris-
son Limsel! spoke of ho totre than
500, d this figure was

t before the

fpresent in the

2 O,
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cents) a day in exchange

umerable services he ren-.

and o!. which Taine spoke so
ingly, !

‘The fiction of a revenue is  thus
clearly exposed :— ;

“But, in reality, this annual in<
come of ninety-four francs is a pure
chimera, for, most of the time, the
capital is productive of naught but
taxes . . . ‘and these, alas, are
fat in excess of living expenses. In
the total fortune of a congregation
real estate figures in the proportion
of 831 per cent. Therefore, what
does a hospital building yield, hand-
some though it be? What revenue is
there from an orphanage or a home
for the aged poor? From a financial
Point, of view, even colleges are a
‘sad failure. It is a well-known fact
that . all university establishments
depend upon the budget, and that
to no small extent and that gratuit-
ous teaching, deprived of this gov-
ernmental manna, could in general
yield but very modest profits, Brief-
1y, in the great majority of cases,
the assumed revenue of ninety-four’
francs doeg nof exist at all and,
Whet'e it does, it 1s swallowed up by
taxes and the cost of necessary re
pairs, so that the only advantage
derived by the religious from their
imposing-looking property is the
shelter it gives them, and this they
often find only in a garret, a pupil’s
dormitory or an infirmary room.
Now, when it is remembered that
these men and women condemn them-
selves to live upon this fictitious in-
¢owe in the midst of labor and prive
ation, without a family, destitute of
human happiness and even the hope
of attaining worldly prosperity, is
it not harrowing to hear them cen=
sured and denounced for Possessing
wealth which they have not? If the
wealth of congregations were to be-
come ten, twenty timies greater, it
would still be insufficient to insure
eack of their members the income of
a small shareholder. This, then, is
the scandalous wealth that brings
the blush of indignation to the
brow of M. Brisson!”

He then passes on to sensible peo-
ple (*and in doing so we take a
mighty leap,’’) who are dazzled by
ceriain. religious houses standing in
the midst of beautiful gardens and
surrcundings. We read :—

“In the first place we must remem-
ber that, in many instances, these
comfortable-looking establishments
are not the homes of the members of
the congregations. Hospitals, socie-
ties founded for the institution of
schools, etc., etc., appeal to.their
devoledness, and they go forth t
help these good ‘works. In exchange
for their labors these religioug” re-
ceive a small remuneration (suffi-
cient to clothe and feed them) and
lodgings. The fact of thi§ residence
may. as M. Aug. Rivet has observed,
mislead the public; but it is clear
that it proves nothing in regard to
the wealth of the congregations. As
wel. estimate the riches of a domes-
tic according to the mansion in
which he gives his services, Indeed,
in that case there might be some
proportion between his wages and
his master’'s opulence; but here there
is nothing of the kind. The finest
hosrpitals are often the poorest, and
the devoted nurses are willing  to
diminish the building debt by cheer-
fully  accepting a meagre susten-
ance *’

‘““Next, we should not judge the
whole by a few samples seen in large
cities How muny are the Poor, old,
inconvenient houses, so insignificant
as to fail to attract any notice? But
80 mercilessly rigid are we in regard
to what we exact of those devoted
religrous that one imponiug—looklng
college would scandalize us, whereas
more than ten humble, unpretentious
Cupiichin_convents or houses of the
Little Sisters of the Poor would fail
to ¢dify us. Go, taerefore, and ob-
serve some  of these modest: patab-

shimenta Befold Ciying out against
ths wetlth of the congregations, At
all tvents, despite some few excep-
tions and’ certain - appearances of
which we will give an explanation,
it rcmains a harsh, inevitable fact,

‘Proveu as it is by figures, that each

religious share of real property avers
agey 2,954 francs, which would re-

i maximum e mean
rent of 125 francs ($25)

; n who
most enjoy them, for they are chief-
1y, almost exclusively, given o r to
the use of boarders or other lay in-
metes. Take, for instance, a well-
bullt, hygienic, well-ventilated home
for the aged peor. In its gardens,
attractively laid out with shaded
walks and artistic flower beds, the
pour old ‘folks can exercise their
weary, feeble limbs. The rooms of
the Luilding are high studded, well,
(lighted, and, with their clean white
| eurtains, present a most refreshing
appearance. But for whom all this
| eleanliness and luxury? For the sick,
The Sisters’ dormitory is often a
garret exposed to the winter’'s cold
and the summer’s heat. At any rate,
it is nearly always in one -of the
levst. desirable locations in = the
house. Of all the apartments in the
luxuriously appointed domicile the
dorwitory and the chapel are alone
reserved to the religious. They have
scarcely any leisure to take a turn
in the garden, so engrossed are they
with the care of the sick. They spend
but little time in the spacious eorri-
dorg, unless when sweeping  them,
and perhaps they would then be sa~
tisfied to have them smaller. If, in-
deed, they gain “‘anything from the
sanmtary comforts about them, it
heips them to labor still more. ef-
fectvally for the welfare of their in-
firm proteges. Therefore we ask  if
such luxury should in any way scan-
dalize those who want for nothing.
We think not.””

Dealing with colleges and homes of
education the author thus proceeds :

‘““And as to colleges, there is no
great difference. Large, well-ventil-
ated recreation halls, ciassrooms
and dormitories, parlors resplendent
with encaustics, etc.—all are for the
benefit of the pupils, their health
and their good cheer. No doubt the
proiegsors derive some advantage
from this’ material progress. Never-
theless, here again they take the
last places. In some of the hand-
somest colleges, masters and disci-
plinariansg occupy small cells, and
perliaps twenty times a day must
climb to the fourth story, where
their humble quarters are located.
Many of them sleep in a dormitory,
and though all possible precautions
be taken to insure pProper ventila-
tion. this is not over-agreeable, es-
pecially when one’s lungs have lost
the. elasticity of youth. It can in-
deed be readily seen that it is the
pupils, and scarcely ever the - reli-
givus. who enjoy the advantages of
these supposed palaces. But they
have a garden! Yes, to _be sure.
But what is a luxury for men of the
world is for them a necessity. This
is obvious where there is a question
of scmi-cloistered religious,
tainly one cannot live without
and as regards congreganistes,
must be borne in mind that it is al-
most impossible for them to walk
out. Picture them correcting their
pupils’ exercises, preparing class les-
sons, or reading their breviary on
the Boulevard des Italiens! The life
of teaching religious is so hard that
it costs many their health, There-
foré, why reproach them for having
a few feet of ground necessary - to
maintain the strength which they
put to such good use?’’

The strongest assertion, by way of
argument, used by the anti-clericals
in regard to this phase of the ques-
tion is thus answered :—

““Now, with some show of reason,
fauit might be found in regard to
establishments exclusively reserved
to the use of congreganistes, noviti-
ales, houses of study, refuges for
old or infirm religious.: But would
luxury be likely to hide itself here ?
It is true that modern hygienic dis-
Coveries have necessitated the im-
provement of these establishments
in  order to afford them an
indispensablé  salubrity. Thy hHu-
man = system has = become 80
fraii  that, €0 refuse to take
certain precautions, would be to ren- ]
dex young religious incapable of lat-
er fulfitling thelr hard tasks, and it
is for this reason that at present we-
see better built, more spacious and
commodious houses than were Pers
mitted by old-time austerity. Never~
theless, we still practice austerity,
and though our weakened tempera-~
menis have rendered modern hygi-
enic_conditions w necessity, we are

{mot, therefore, exempt from suffer-
mg‘n

——

He closes with an admission fol.
lowed ¥ & very clear explanation :
‘shall not deny that

there may be found reli-

rious in its

fault, . often

subject for another

I feel that the readers

any grudge against me

for having given so fully the forego-
ing splendid contribution, 1

{0UR CORBSTONE 0BSERVER
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On * Kneeling.”

—_—

Josh Perkins of Punkinville says :
““You will be purty safe in Konklu-
din’ that the feller what kneels on
one knee in -church don't kneel on
eny at home.” And “Quip” of New
Zealand says —‘'That is about
right.”” I happen to have consider-
able reason for agreeing with both
of these eminent .gentlemen. It they
ever happened to be in the vicinity
of Montreal on Sunday, and under-
took to attend High Mass, in some
of our churches they would find am-
Ple evidence of the inconvenience to
stranger resulting from this one
kneed system congregating at church
doors. They would equally, -upon
their own argument or basis of rea-
soning, be forced to conclude that a
considerable percentage of our male
pPopulation, at least, was not given
Q very much kneeling or praying at
home.

These remarks have brought to my
mind some observations of my own
which, on more than one occasion, I
had intended transcribing " for the
benefit—if not for the edification—of
the readers of the ‘“True Witness.”
I will just tell you what happened
to me four weeks ago last Sunday.
I happened to be visiting a friend in
one of the suburban parishes of
Montreal, and as our business kept,
us up a good portion of aturday
night, he invited me to remain with
him till next day. 1 accepted. In
the morning I sauntered out, intend-

al to hear Mass. I was
d to notice the large at-
ce at the parish church; but I

soon found that it was no easy mg
ter for a person who held no pew in
that church to secure a place. After
I had stumbled over a score of men,
all kneeling as ribed,— a
under the
-I managed to get inside the
There I discovered that I
to work my way, as t I
could, through another phalanx of
one-knee kneelers, stepping with
great care, in order to avoid up-
setting any one, and being knocked
from my own equilibrium. Finally I
cleared the crowd—some of ., whom
se of language, in regard to
on, that was mere empha-
tic than elegant, and more profane
gious—and reached an open
space in the main aisle. The Mass had

just commenced.

I saw an empty pew, about five
yards from the door, and I quietly
stepped into it. I had just settled
down, and was collecting my mind
preparatory to following the Mass,
when a lady, accompanied by a gen-
tleman and two boys, sailed up the
aisle, stopped at the pew, and per-
emptorily signalled me to get out. I
did so.

For a few moments I stood in the
mid-aisle looking around for another
pew; I saw four or five that were
not filled, but I feared to attempt
any one of them. I stood exactly
between two pews—one on ‘eithe
side of me,—that had only one occu-
pant each. The Mass proceeded; the
“‘Gloria,”” the Epistle, the Gospel ;
still 1 stood there, expecting that
some one of the two would invite me
to take a seat. But I awaited in
vain. Then came the sermon. Every
person was seated, except myself,
and I stood there, ‘‘like Patience on
a monument’’ feeling the conspicu-
ousness of my position. Yet, not one
offered to share the empty places
with me. Finally I turned towards
the door, where I found ample stand-
ing room, for nearly all the one-knee
kneelers had gone outside—either to
exercise their knees, to take fresh
air, or have-a-smeke.

Sa—

Leaning against a pillar T followed
the sermon as best I could; once it
was over, I found that I would
have to shift my position, as the
olie=knieed gentlemen came  trooping
in, and evidently were bent on mak-
ing it as comfortable as possible for
me. At last I found a seat for my-
self on one of the steps of the stair-
way leading up to the organ loft.
Although I was out of sight of the
altar and sanctuary, still I hoped,
with the aid of a prayer book, to
follow the remainder of the Mass, 1

48" getting on swimmingly, when
an ‘official, in all the glory of a

many-colored cloak—possibly after |

‘of that worn by Joseph
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course to take. But I never suspect~
ed that any such Precaution would
be necessary. I merely relate these
facts, not in complaint for the pur-
pose of showing how very thought-
less some people are—especially as
regards the comforts or conveniences
of others. I can scarcely believe
that the persons oceupying the pews
that I have mentioned were so ab-
sorbed in their devotions they could
not see a stranger standing beside
them. I hold a penny that if. I were
walking along the road and either
of these people were driving home
alone in his rig, he would never
think of passing me without offering
me a seat. Why should it be other-
wise in church?

While I am on thi topic I will
say that I have observed several
other characteris £ of regular
church attendant which* might
without any inconvenience, be a lit-
tle amended. The fellow on one knee
—provided he does not make it a
point to plant himself in the narrow-
est passage, or in the door-ways
the pews—is not the greate
traction in church. Of course
ways keeps you in a state

er, feg g that he may fall off
his knee and injure himself, or that
he may become suddenl guilty
some other eccentricity But he
not a patch on the dignified, st
e loving. attendants who find
necessary, the moment a priest com-
mences to speak, to clear their
throats, scttle their kne eling tenches,
clap their p -books, arrange
their dresses, cross their legs, and
take a good look around, irveying
the half of the congregation, prepar-
atory to listening to the sermon—or
else going to sleep in the most com-
fortable attitude obtainable. As a
rule, especially at High Mass on
Sunday, the v 'y first announcements
from the pulpit a the most im-
portant—and generally no
ever hears them. The priest as
the pulpit; all is still. He opens
book; not a sound i heard.
says, for example, I'he prayers
the faithful are requested, for...... :

i uch a general shuffle, and

stirring, and coughing, and spitting,
that you are left to guess for whom
you are asked to pray Or e he
begins, thus: ¢ Xt Sund; the
church celeb..... the same racket
goes on, and you ecan hunt up, if
you like, in your prayer-book, or in
a ‘list of the feasts, for the balance
of that announcement,

I remember a good parish priest,

many miles from the capital,
who had t accustomed to
this species of general interruption,
that he made it a rule to speak for
a couple of minutes about things
that were totally indiff 1t, before
either making a serfous announce=
ment or comiencing a Sermon. On
one occasion, he had waited a min-
ute or so, until all would be still,
before speaking, and the moment he
pronounced a fi word the stir
commenced. He merely said : “‘Dear
brethren, I say dear brethren, be-
cause, as we are all members of the
same Holy Church, of the same fam-
ily, we ually age brethren in
Christ.”” By this time silence pre-
vailed, and he continued by actually
making the first announcement, of the
day. After Mass, in conversation
with him, T asked why he had insist-
ed on the fact of our being all
brethren. “Did you catch what 1
said?”’ he asked; and added, *‘if you
did you must have good ears, or elge
you were awfully attentive

is the effect produced om &
big family wash by a single
cake of SURPRISE soap.

The housewife’s labor is
reduced one half ; the orig-
inal snowy whiteness is
restored to the linens with-
out boiling or hard rub-
bing and the disagreeable
odors so mnoticeable with
other sosps is done away
with entirely.

And yet it costs no more
than ordinary soaps.
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The Cathalic School Commissig

OF MONTREAL.

—

The re-opening of the classes of
the CATHOLIC COMMERCIAL
ACADEMY, and all the other
schools under the control of the
Commission, will take place en
MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 2nd.

For all particulars apply to the
Principal or the Director of each
school,
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Pare Gold
Flavoring
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THE TRUE-T0-NAME KIND.
HEIRS WANTED.

Information wanted of the where-
abouts of Jane, Charlotte and*John
Marea, heirs at law and children of
John and Jane Marsa, (nee Jame
Hackett,) of Caledon, Tyrone Coun-
ty, Jreland. An estate in JTowa
Courty, Towa, awaits their presence
or instructions for settfement, Ad-
dress, J. B. Murphy, Attorney at
Law, Marengo, Iowa.
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