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WESTERN CLARION

4 I \O some, the present system of society appears
as the highest pinnacle of civilization to which
man can ever aspire, the final word in lib-

erty, demoeracy and justice; to others, it appears

as the limit of hypoerisy, sordidness and brutality,
the lowest depth to which man has fallen.

If we really want to understand capitalism, we
will have to view it from a different angle; not one
of ethics, nor of how near it has’ approached to a
pre-determined plan or scheme. We will have to
enquire into the conditions prevailing at the advent
of capitalism ; what alterations have been made, how
much more man understands of natura! forces,
whether improvements have been made in methods
of obtalning a living, and what are the tendencies
of social evolution today. In other words, what
has been the historic mission of eapitalism.

A proper stuydy cannot be made in the pages of
the ““Clarion,” Jeast of all in one short article, but
we urge the reader to make use of the Iiteraturt"
advertised elsewliere in this paper, wherein a much
fuller and abler analysis is made; but we may be
able to arouse the interest of someone to whom
Socialism is new. . » :

Feudal society rested upon land ownership and
military prowess; production was mainly agrieul-
tural, and the workers were tied to the land, for-
bidden as a class to leave the manor or feudal do-
main upon which they were born. They had some
land of their own upon whieh they worked to pro-
duce their needs, and in addition they were com-
pelled to till the land for the requirements of their
overlords, the feudal nobles, and their famiilies.
The food they ate was simple, but wholesome and
plentiful at all times, exeept during such natural
calamities as peri'ods of famine, pestilenece, ete., or
perhaps during a war. They were certain of their
living from day-to day.

In the towns whieh arose, the making of neces-
sary articles other than food produets was earried
on. The too's in use were simple, everything was
made by hand,—it was a method which we know of
as handicraft produetion. One individuai owned
all the tools necessary to his trade, and made an
article from start to finish. If a ecarriage maker,
for instance, he made body, wheels, seats, ete., and
probably painted and finished everything complete-
ly. Owning the tools, he was the owner of the pro-
duet of his labor. He worked by himself, or at the
most, with one journeyman and one ¢r two appren-
tices. The process was slow, but for quality of
material, workmanship, and beauty of design, the
goods of this period are not approached in modern
times. "

Life in general for the mass of feudal society,
was simple. The horizon was limifed to the doings
in yillage or town, dnd its immediately surrounding
country. It was a life of ignorance and supersti-
tion, A plague was eonstrued as a visitation from
God, and the remedy was prayer and fasting. The
universe appeared peopled with devils and ange's,
fairies and witches.

The nobility had a somewhat wider field of ae-
tivity. They carried on wars of plunder for the
aequisition of more land. They had spices and fine
raiments brought from the Orient, they engaged in

~ stateeraft, were wealthy and lived a life of splen-
dor and comfort. -

The elergy spent their times gathering tithes and
doles, lived in considerable comfort and taught
submission to the King and nobility, the Pontiff of
Rome, and Holy Mother Church. The most influ-
ential of them had eontrol of nearly all the eduea-
tion in such arts and sciences as existed. They also
engaged quite considerably in stateeraft gnd eourt
intrigues. :

'l‘hese was in addition a class of merchant -trad-
ers, which along with the sérfs, as the workers under
feudalism are called, are the classes most import-

ant for our present study. The traders took wool

from England, finished eloth from Flanders, weap-

ons from Spain, ete., and exchanged them for one
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another or for spices, silks and luxuries from East-
ern countries,

At first, they served the needs of feudalism quite
well, and without clashing, but in time they amass-
ed wealth and beeame important enough to desire
a voice in the management of nations. They were
harassed and oppressed by the nobility in contro
of the State. Taxes were levied upon them when
their trading earavans passed through a feudal
domain, and at times after taxes and tolls were
paid, they were robbed of their merchandise. Dut.
ies were placed upon the goods brought in their
ships. They needed the aid of science in their
struggles to navigate the world, and the Roman
Catho'iec Church placed a ban upon the develop-
ment of seience.

Getting thejr living by buying and selling, they
needed cheap and plentiful produetion, and the
eraft guilds (organizations of master handierafis.
men) had laws limiting production and keeping
quality at the highest pitch. All these irksome re-
strictions foreed upon the merchant traders the need
to obtain control of the political powers, to use them
in their own interests, and after a struggle more or
less protracted, they acquired the reins of govern.
ment, and society became geatly altered. They
set about abolishing kings and nobles, or limiting
their power; saw that trade was unmolested, and
overcame the opposition of the guilds by abolishing
them or appropriating their lands and property.

The method and motive of production changed.
Whereas, formerly the necessities of life were pro.
duced for use, on'y the surplus being exchanged,
soon things were produced, not for use, but for
sale, for the realization of profit.

in the place of the artisan, working by himself
with his own tools and marketing the produet, the
merchant now supplied raw material to the worker
and took the finished goods to the market.

In the course of time, the merchants gathered to-
gether the workers to the extent of fifty or a hun-
dred under one roof, and supplied tools and raw
materials, paying the worker only a wage: a price
for his energy—his labor-power.” The merchants be.
came capitalists, explditers of wage-labor. At
first, only the old hand tools were used, but co-oper-
ation and division of labor were introduced. To go
back to owr illustration of the earriage maker, in-
stead of ap individual making the full clrl:iage. the
work was divided between wheel-makers, body-mak.

ers, painters, ete., the worker thereby losing his abii-
ity to produce a complete artiele.

With the ever-widening markets, consequent upon
the discovery of the new world and of sea-routes to

the Orient, arose the demand for still more wage-

workers, and it was met by laws forcing freedom
upon the serfs. Not only were they given freedom
to leave the manor or feudal land, but their own plots
of land were taken from them by legal or by open
vidlence. They were made free from all property
in.the means of wealth production. Without land,
without tools, they too were foreed to sell the only
thing they had to sell—their labor-power. Produc-
tion had become organized entirely upon a commod-
ity basis.

A stream of profity flowed into the coffers of the
capitalists, while the workers suffered poverty and
degradation. Tnstead of living upon the land, :
ceiving wholesome food, the
and down the country,

and re-
y wandered in rags up
: begging a meal and selling
their energy wherever they could. In place of work
in the open fields, they were erowdeq into ill ventil-
ated, poorly-lighted factories, for long hours of the
day. At night, they erept into garret or cellar and
slept fitfully amid dirt and verdin, So great became
the greed for profit that men, w‘omen and even chil-
f]rcn of seven yeary of age were foreced into factor-
les and mines for twelve, fourteen and sixteen hours
a day. Such was the realization by the workers of
it:ne ’?mmised “liberty,”’ ““equality,’”” and ‘‘fratern.
y.
Duri_ug the period under review, other things had
transpired which appear in more favorable light,

Science had been freed from the

s \;::""i‘.i"\ of
church, and great strides hagd been made, | t“ Y
. ey DStes N
the narrow confines of feudal society, | ad of
. o & !!0‘“ o
spread out to the Americag and round {} "

12, engst of

Africa to India. Instead of & comet being

municated as a demon—which actually oeeyppq
the 12th eentury—the telescope was invented 1
man started to study the heavens \,»;.‘,z':,;_,.a”: W
to formulate laws explaining the formation .
movements of heavenly bodies, .

Geologists examined the earth's cry.
to be millions of yeary old, instead
years, as maught by the chureh. A powerful oy
was struck at religious dogma when the I),,,-M_.“;"
discoveries in the field of biology, showeq thy, :,:
from maw being created perfeet, he had painfully “
slowly evolved from primitive, ape-like, anim{h ;

The greatest discoveries and inventions wer made
'n the tools of industry. The spinfng wheel gy,
way te mechanical devices, such ag the 8 '
.jenny and spinning-frame.  The power-loom togk
the place of hand.weaving, and most imporfant of
all. thesperfection of the steam engine by Watt i the
middle of the 18th céntury. Previously, simple my
chinery had been run by means of wind and water
but the use of steam gAvVe man & motor power thy
would work at all times and in well nigh all plases

Since that time improvements in machiners and
new discoveries and inventions have increased ‘a;-tw
We have had the discovery and use of ¢'eetriity
telegraph and telephone systems, ocean cables .ko
automobile, and lately the airplane Al these i
creased the productive power of man to ag ¢normos
degree. Wealth has accumulated to an extent ineos.
ceivable in the Middle, Ages, and only faintly rea
ized today.

Did all, these improvements lighten the labor of
the workers? Not at all; everything produced be.
longed as always to the owners of the tools and ms
chines, who were intent upon reaping profits, an
the surplus instead of easing man’s burdens, west
for greater expansion and new markets wore sough!
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all over the globe. Whole races and even contigents °

were subjected 1o capitalism. Instead of fights be

tween petty principalities ,war involved several coun

tries in many parts of the world.
These huge undertakings, whether of war or of in
dustry (such as the building of railways and steam

ships) could not be earried on by individuals, and

%o vast bodies of workers have to co-operate. Gigas
tie plants with modern machines eannot be owned by
individuals, so joint stoek companies, combines and
trusts develop.

All this has still further increased the productinit;
of the worker, but he does not benefit by it, becaus
as pointed out before, he does not own that which bt
produces. He receives in the form of wages just
sufficient to keep him fit to work. Now that eapit
alism has spread all over the world, ti®re arc no mo
markets for the surplus produced ; so that periodic
ally we have industrial erises such as we see today.
periods when the worker eannot sell his labor-power
and faces starvation, or at best, bread-lines and sou)

o kitchens, a litt'e of the wealth he has made, .]..h-v?
out to him as charity. During so-called periods of
prosperity he has to work long hours at intense
speed, to live on ddulterated food and dress it
shoddy clothing. Green fields and natural beant
he sees perhaps once a vear for a day or two; there!
of his time, when he is not working, is spent in tht
slum distriets of cities. At work, he is langely reduced
to the position of a mere machine-tender, and mi™
suffer the sickening monotony of doing one or 1"
simple opergtions hour after hour, day after dla}
Improvements in machinery and efficient systei®
tend to displace more and more workers, who ¢o™
pete with him for a job. In spite of his great T
(hl(!ﬁ"ity, he receivegs a far sma'ler p.-r('«'ll'ﬂﬂl‘ "'f
his produet than the workers of any other st’v{“'
system. His po.i“on grows steadily worse, while
all the time he is harassed by thoughts of the unce”
tainty of his livelihood.

(Continued on page 3)
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