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down the amount and cost of the rations, giving
about twenty pounds of hay for a while and some
oat straw. - The horses have certainly not sufiered.
Indeed, they have picked up in condition, and are
looking quite. well. Lately we have been using
them for heavy tcaming, and have recommenced
feeding hay three times a day, but in more moder-
ate quantities. 1t is easy to waste good hay. A
little study of farm rations pays.

LIVE STOCK.

How Wool Is Handled in Canada.

From the report oi the Canadian Commission
on the sheep industry we quote these suggestive
criticisms upon the manner in which wool is han-
dled in Canada. The comments are from the pen
of an expert, and should not be disregarded.

From shearing to marketing, no country in the
world handles its wool in a worse manner than
Canada. As far as the wool of mutton breeds
and cross-breds go, we do not know of any coun-
try where it is handled in such an ur{sgtisfactory
way and delivered in such bad condition. We
regret that we have to make such a severe state-
ment, but we must state the plain, naked truth,
and when we have done this, it will be easier to
find a remedy for the trouble.

DIRTY FLEECES.

The first thing to he considered is how wool is
grown in Canada., With the exception- of Van-
couver lsland and a small portion of the mainland,
of British Columbia, where the climate is similar
to England, hand-feeding in winter is a problem
to be reckoned with in wool-growing. Apart from
the well-known fact that the kind of feed has an
influence on the wool, therz is the trouble which
comes from straw, hay, chaff and other vegetable
matter getting into the fleece. To avoid tLhis
means spécial care, yet, with the exception of u
few farmers with pure-bred flocks, a gross careless-
ness has been the general rule. When the sheep
are ready for shearing in the spring, the flecces
not only contain a large amount of small frag-
ments of their winter feed, but a considerable
amount of burrs collected in the fall. This form
of carelessness means a serious loss to the farmer,
even when the manufacturer is able to successfully
remove the foreign matter with special machinery.
The increased cost of production must he ac-
counted for, therefore the manufacturer is com-
pelled to pay several cents a pound less for wool
in this condition.

LIGHT.

Sufficient light in sheep barns is another thing
roverlooked. Most of the sheep barns in Canada
are old-fashioned, and, as a rule, generally dark,
while in some we visited we required a lantern in
the forenoon. Insufficient light, added to enforced
confinement during the winter, is not only dctri-
mental Lo the shcep, as most farmers know, but
we do not think any of our farmers realize the im-
mense advantages of abundance of ligcht on the
fleece.

COBWIIBS.

Cobwebs on barn roofs are found all over Can-
ada, and cow barns and sheep barns are par-
ticularly bad. No one secms to take any notice
of this, yet cobwebs are very injurious to wool.
Small bits falling on the fleece or coming in con-
tact with it in any way, cloy the circulation of
the yolk through the scales of the fibhre, and im-
pair the lustre. When dyed a delicate shade, this
dullness is very marked. This may seem a trivial
thing, but in hot countrits. where cobwebs are
sometimes found in the rough hrush of the sheep
range, shepherds are very careful in preventing
them from .getting on the flecere, and wool-huvers
appreciate this precaution.

ROUGIH DBOARDS

Very rough boards in sheepd barns not only coil
the appearance of the ficece, hut they would some-
times lead to a loss of two cents a pound on the

shearling flceces in a well-regulated wool market.
The first fleece is called “ Hoze ™' wool, and is
worth about two cents a pound more than two-
shear fleeces, known as ‘“ Wether " wool, as will
he found fully described in another section  of this
report.  When wool is r‘ntaln.gluwl for a big sale,
the description on each bale isx checked before on
trye. 1f the description is wrong, it Qs corpe o]
or entered with the doubtful mar's for 1he conn
nirnce of intending buyers at the tive of

tion Now ‘“ hogg '’ wool can onl' b vecoe

in ' bourry and rush, by the chiars toristic o
nearanc: deseribed in a chapter on s subiie
When 1ha appearance is absent, the it - nding
er havine no time for careful examination  and
no desire 1o fake anv chances, only offer the price
of ““wether waol when that lot is put up for
sale Smaoth hoards, with a surface similar to
those in the Lorse harn, will repay the farmer for
the exira cost 1 one season.

overdone, for all concerned.

THE FARMER’S ADVOCATE.

DIPPING.

Dipping is a subject frequently mentioned in
this report, and its advantages are referred to so
often that any additional remarks here would be
superfluous. While we are going over the various
faults in handling wool in this country, we merely
enumeratc them in passing, and emphasize one
point. Apart from all its well-known advantages
to the sheep, its full value as a wool producer and
tiecce improver is not comprehended. Before Can-
ada can compete with such countries as New
Zealand and Britain in wool-growing, dipping must
be done twice a yecar. In the countries mentioned
it is compulsory, but its value as a wool producer
is so well recognized that growers could not be
induced to cease dipping, even if the compulsory
law were suspended. In addition to stimulating
the growth of the wool, it imparts a bloom to
the fleece which gladdens the eye of the keenly ob-
servant and appreciative buyer. 1le never forgets
the bloom, nor the *‘lofty, springy handle,”” and
looks for that clip again next year. As soon as
it is offered he is the first man to open his mouth
and the last man to be silent. When these two
countries, with their open winters and humid at-
mosphere, find it so valuable, how much more im-
portant must it be in Canada, with its hard win-
ters and dry feeding, not to mention the usual dry
atmosphere of summer and early fall.

WASHING.

Washing before shearing is a question which
must be held in abeyance, as it depends so much
on the demands of the market where the wool is
sold. Manufacturers are somewhat divided on
this point, because it is very often overdone or
underdone, and it is much better left alone than
Wool merchants in
other countries are always in favor of washing,
and gladly pay the extra price, but it may be
found inconvenient to Canada, so that it is better
to make a special effort to keep the wool as clean
as possible in the meantime and await develop-
ments.  Washing before shearing is simply done
by driving the sheep across a stream, and those
with heavy dung tags on the britch reguire g little
extra attention. This should be done about a
week before shearing. -

The tub washing system of the Maritime Prov-
inces, being chiefly confined to that part of the
Dominion, and distinct from the general careless-
ness farther west, has already been dealt with.

SHEARING-.

Huving mentioned a few minor points, we now
come to shearing, and from this stage many seri-
ous faults are to be found. It is here where
downright carelessness begins, for which there is
no excuse. Shearing in Canada is generally done
on dirty floors littered with straw and other ref-
use. The hand shears are used in most cases, and
they are often handled in a most ungainly and de-
structive fashion, resulting in jagged ridges,
‘“ steps and stairs,”’ many °‘‘ second cuts,”’” and a
most uneven starple. When the operation is com-
plete, the fleece is bundled up any old way and
tied with a string. The best cord used is digni-
fied with the name of ““ wool twine,”” but it is in
reality the vilest and most objectionable
twine imaginable. When this is not used, some-
thing worse takes its place, in the shape of sisal
binder twine, or any kind of string, and plenty of
it, so long as it will hold the fleece together and
add to its weight. Dung tags are seldom removed
but rolled inside. The flceces are then stuck in a
corner until there is a chance of selling them,
when, as a rule, they are thrust into the common-
est of jute sacks.

Now, the type of farmer who
in this fashion is invariably
about the faults of others.
for his wool.
in other

jute

handles his clip
the chief grumbler
He never gets enough
He talks about the high prices paid
places for wool “inferior” to his. He
will even tell you how much wool it fakes to mak

a suit ol clothes, and figure out the intermediate
profils When wool belonging to this class of
farmer is scoured, it is usually found (o contain
many hempy hairs, numecrous diseasi| fibres,  a
large amount of second cuts, and A serious lack of
lustre, and when combed it yields o high percent-
age of noil. There are other men just ge careless
as he is. who deliver their wool in the same  had
condition, hHut thev are easy-going  cond fellows
who sceldom complain, vet feel discour, oo with re-
sults. T'he latter type often have well kept cat-
tle and well-fed  hog because they have token
hints frome the lecturers they have heard in farm-
ers’ institntes, bhut they never heard 1nuch about
sticep and nothing joactical about waol Sheep
reca o oworry, anvway, and their wool doesn't Py
{the frouble S]v(}.\l‘inu’,” thev wil) tell von
f reers of this ription speil the, value of \'\\,(,[
v their district, <o that others who hagae Sne-
| hreedinge cilent <hiea, and are tryinge
their wouol ood condition, cannot «\M‘
e price they desipyve
KTN(

Oy t she ers do g el r o hedy

wool in 1the condit Hev oneht 1 v Trrom
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but they taike a pride in growing a good fleec..
and handle their wool as well as they possibly ca.
If it is not satisfactory, it is not their fault, |, .
cause they have neither been favored with practie,
instruction nor encouraging prices. These |
shear their sheep on clean floors, use mach’
clippers, wind each fleece in the correct fashio: .
and tie it with a twisted band of neck wool. Thg
is how it ought to be dome. There is no excuse
whatever for tying up a fleece with twine or corg
of any sort. Nothing but a wool band will he
tolerated in any good wool market. This state-
ment applies to the fleece of any of the mutton
breeds. Merinos and their crosses are excep-
tions, because their wool cannot be twisted into a
secure band, and a special twine is used for this
purpose. . Formerly, it was a fine glace cotton
cord, but now a new paper twine has taken itg
place. This new paper twine is the greatest hoon
ever invented for tying the fleeces of range sheep.
Our Western sheepmen have been in the habit of
using a very stout, rough, jute twine, almost g
rope, and in some cases binder twine. This has
been the cause of considerable loss to them when
exporting some ‘‘trial’”’ shipments to Liverpool
and Glasgow. Buyers of good cross-bred wool
would not entertain it at any price, and, after
considerable delay, it was sold to manufacturers
who use the cheaper kinds of South African wools.
Last year they only got 18 cents for it, and were
fairly satistied with that. We ran across some
samples of this wool in England, and obtained the.

opinion of some buyers who spoke favorably O{D

the quality, and valued it at 26 to 28 cents per
pound, at prices then ruling, but they objected to
it on account of the twine and the sacks. A dii-
ference of 8 cents a pound, owing to bad twine
and the wrong kind of wool sheetls, is very seri-
ous. Common jute sacks are used all over Can-
ada, and unless these are discontinued, they will
always mean a loss to the growers.

Ontario sheep-breeders handle their wool fairly
well for mgn whe have never had any special in-
structioms in packing for a well-organized market.
After a few lectures, they might be able to put up
their wool in a fit condition for the British market,
next year. ' Of course, it would also be necessary
Lo take more care than usual in keeping the fleece

free from vegetable matter during the winter
months, when the sheep are fed inside.  Once their

wool is able to take its place on any English
market, it will also command British prices at
home. The average mixed farmer in Ontario,
however, is very careless in handling his wool, and
so far has never attempted to keep it in proper
condition, like the pure-bred sheep-breeders. 1t
will take two or threc seasons of lecturing nefore
his “wool-could be in the right conditio for au
auction wool sale.

In the Province of Quebec the farmers still
-cling to the out-of-date system of ‘‘“tub-washing,”’
similar to that practiced in the Maritime Prov-
inces, only they scour it and turn it out a little
cleaner in most cases. In the Eastern Townships
some of the sheep-breeders roll up the individual

fleeces in a similar fashion to the Ontario breed-
ers, )

MARKETING.

Although the want of practical education was
noticed everywhere in our investigation, the need
of some organized system of assembling and mar-
keting was even more noticeable. In Great Brit-
ain, markets seem to be part of the people’s na-
ture, and their present organization is not merely
a creation under pressure of nccessity, but the evo-
lution and devclopment of an inclination which is
aiways a step in advance of the demands of pro-
duction. Every little village in Ingland com-
menced with the erection of a market cross, ar 3

S0 on from open markets to covered markets, ms_./

ket halls and exchanges. Nothing but the confu-
ston and loss resulting through uhorganimd pro-
duction, discovers to us the mistake of not having
anlicipated possible developments and future re-
quiremnents Such usually followed
by a period of theories and experiments before any
step is taken in the direction of serious fore-
thought and practical methods.

Some that this is the usual draw-
back of a new country, but this is not the case.
In Australia, New Zeualand, and even South Africa,
market organization not only kepps pace with pro-

disros ery is

may argue

duction, but provides hints for improvement in
ol countries, \s far as the sheep industry is
concerned,  Sonth America is quite alive to the
cronomic advantages  of  marketing organization,
so - that the producer mav receive more, without
the consumer having to pay more, In Australia
and New Zealand the early sel(lers contained a
healthy sprinkling of business men, with adminis-
trative ability and forethoupht. This accounts
for their <superiority in marketine organization and
nunicipal government,

Farmers still cling to the out-of-date idea that
woolien mills ought to he planted all over the
ountry like lonr mills This was frequently sug-
vested to us at our meetings, and we must remind
fhem that small, isolated concerns, hamprred with
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