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The Improved Leicester, whose quali-

ties as a fecder and producer of wool

are so known, is a sheep whose type
was molded by that most famous
of a ders, Mr. Bakewell Thie
work hegun abeut 1750, and by care-

of quality, regardless of
size, close relationship, and some say
even of color, he worked out his pro-
blem, the establishment of a breed, ideal
in all he wanted, early maturity, qual-
ity of wool and mutton, with ability to
take on flesh. The importance of this
work can only be realized when we con-
sider how much the improved Leicester
has had to do with the development
of mearly all of the modern mutton
breeds. The Leicester belongs properly
to the larger breeds of sheep. Their
face and legs are white, the head is
small and clean, with a small tuft of
wool at forchead, the ears are of a
little more than medium size, well set
back, the neck is not heavy, but well
set on square, deep shoulders, the back
is broad and straight, the hind quar-
ters not quite so square 2s the Cotswold,
but well padded and full in the twis!
and the legs are clean and fine boned.
The fleece is classed among the long
wools, combs from six to eleven inches
and shears eight or nine pounds. It
is remarkabie for its lustre and quality
and can be used for finer and more ex-
pensive fabrics, such as mohair,
Cheviots

The Cheviots are a breed of mountain
sheep, well known for their hardiness
and ability to do well on scant pasture.
They are of the long wool variety,
shearing from six to eight pounds, and
the ewes weigh from 150 to 200 pounds,
They are thick and deep, rather light
in shoulders, strong quarters, the head
is large with strong nose, entirely bare
of long wool on forelock, ears medium
length, well set forward, legs short,
bone of good size, clean and strong.
A very fanciful tradition regarding the
Cheviot sheep is that at the time of the
threatened invasion of England by the
panish Armada the vessels when
wrecked contained some sheep, which
swam ashore and escaped to the Cheviot
hills, '[‘he wool is fine and is largely
used in the manufacture of Scotch
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tweeds and Cheviot cloths. They are
good feed, will fatten weli without
grain, an: rough countries their
hardin makes them a suitable |
which has been found to their advan
tage in newer settlements of Amer-
ica, and as the country became more
improved a with Cotswold or Lei-
cester gave them improved quality, while
retaining their natural hardines:
Horned Doruets

have a history as old as any, having
lived in Dorsétshire, Eng., as long ago
as there is any record to be found
Some outward resemblance to the
Merino has brought about the sur
mise that they have descended fror
the same parent stock, but all of
characteristics of the two breed

so different as to almost preclude the

Shropsh

possibility of this. The breed is re-
markable for its fecundity, the ewes
being good milkers, and it has been
proved possible to produce two crops
of lambs a year, but has not proved
a_profitable plan. They are sheep
of medium size, white in face and
legs, head narrow and vather long
with curling horns wbite or straw
colored. The shoulders are rather
low, but broad, the chest is deep, the
back straight and the loins are broad
and strong, bone rather light, fleece
short but fine, yielding an average
of from six to eight pounds, Their
points of excellence is their early
and prolific breeding, ability to fatten
and early maturity,
uthdowns

Among the mutton sheep is first to
be considered the Southdown. It is
a descendant of the old Sussex Down.
About 1775 appeared on the scene
John Ellman, who during over half
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4 century endeavored to improve the
quaiities which he thou
desirable, and without ac
such remarkable d munulnu re-
ults as did Mr I, it is pos-
sible that his att were even
more comptehensive and u timately
successful, for he accomplished his
aims without resort to the lllu«l
ng which characterized tl t
of the latter, and he hixed
a basis of soundne
lificacy and vigor, w
them such a pron

arying conditions.

e
s type on
and health, pro
h have made

1s, W

sometimes r
pounds, the face ang legs are a uni-
torm light brown, forehead and
cheeks well covered with wool, fore-
head broad, eyes wide rt, ear
mall, wide neck short
and fine, sitting finely on broad deep
shoulders, the back and loin is broad
and the ribs well sprung, the thigh
well fleshed low down, underline
straight, bone of good proportion to
the animal, and the whole appear-
ance of the animal is smooth and
handsome, with a clean-cut attractive
appearance. They are very strong
favorites in many parts of England
and America

Shropshires

The Shropshires have long been a
popular sheep in England and Amer-
ica. They are traced directly to the
old Cannock sheep, crossed with
spotted faced sheep of Morfe Com-
mon, a horned race, brown or spot-
ted in color, noted for the quality of
their wool and their general immun-
ity from disease or sickness. The
sheep of Cannock Heath were horn-
less, had greyish faces and legs and
were of great size, attaining to great
weights. From zhca: two the Shrops.
has been evolved, outcrosses with
various other breeds have | zen claim-

, but this is not charged upon any
authority, but the breed has been so
improved that it is fast becoming a
leading variely, and a strong compet-
itor for any other breed of mutton
sheep. The face is dirk or greyish
brown, well wooled ove: the forehead,
cheeks and often the face below the
eyes, the legs are a darker brown

Lelcester

Southdown




