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Boyhood Games in the Days of
Shakespeare
BY JAMES L. ELDERDICE,

i Shakespeare took an interest in the
sports and pastimes of hi day is shown
by the frequency with whic h he refers to
them by way of illustration Some of the
games in whic no doubt, as a boy he
took part are still in popular use to-day
A few of these are known to us under
changed name others have lost some of
the distinguishing features which gave
them charm in the olden times. The
childish sport of seesawing was known
as ding the wild mare.” The couplet
that we hear chanted now by those en-
gaged in this pleasant occupation,

“Seesaw, penny a day,
Work for money and throw it away,’

was probably never heard by the great
dramatist. Sometimes the chiliren say:
“Let us go teet Joaquin Miller in on¢
of his poems, eaking of the vicissitudes
of life, says
“The teeter board of life goes up,
The teeter board of life goes down.’

Leapfrog seems to have been a Persian
game brought over to England centuries

courts was countenanced by the example
of royalty. With Charles II. especlally
the sport was a diversion. A historical
event is recorded in connection with this
me. When King Henry V. was meditat-
ing war against France, tfe Dauphin, by
dor, sent him as a gift some
accompanied by an insulting
message, intimating that he was better
skilled in tennis than in the art of war
Shakespeare makes Henry thus reply:

‘When we have matched our rackets to
these balls,
We \\ill in France, by God's grace, play
a sel
Shall qlrlke his fathel
hazard.”
Hide-and-seek was called hide-fox and
all-after. Sometimes it was known as all
hid, all hid. What we call blind man's
buff had various names—harrie-racket, or
are you all hid? But the general term
was hoodman blind. As shown in old
pictures, the players formerly had long
hoods; the hoodman drew his over his
head, while the others used theirs to
buffet him. Hence the term “ hoodwink.'
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In the midst of all our privileges we ar
apt to forget these children of terrible
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ago, and played now just as it was then.
King Henry V. said: “If I could win a
lady at leapfrog or by vaulting into my
saddle with my armor on my back, 1
1d quickly leap into a wife,
e objections made nowdays to the
popular game of foootball are not of such
modern origin as one might suppose. In
it was prohibited by a public edict
because is interfered with the progress
of archery. It had its attendant dangers
also, since we find James I. issuing this
decree: “From this court 1 debar all
rough and violent exercises, as the foot-
ball, meeter for laming than making able
the users thereof.” Occasionally instead
of a ball covered with leather, the boys
would use one made of a blown bladder,
inside of which were beans, which made
a rattling noise as it was kicked about.

It is interesting to learn that spinning
the top was not only an old-time amuse-
ment but that it had its moral uses as
well. Mr. Stevens informs us that “a large
top was kept In eve village to be whipp-
ed in frosty weather, that the peasants
might be kept warm by exercise and out
of mischief when they could not work.”
Other writers make mention of “parish-
top” and the “great town tops.”

Tennis was much in favor in court
circles, and the establishment of tennis
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want, We are told that those who know
not Christ “sit in darkness and in the
shadow of death.” It is a wonderful
figure! Think of a cold night, and sitting
in a room in which there is neither light
nor fire! And that is the 1bol of mul-
titudes of our benighted fellow-men. The
house of their life is cold and dark.
has neither cheery light nor genial
They shiver through their days the vi
tims of chilling fear. And here we are
in our English homes, with all the knowl
edge that is needed to glve them sp ritual
light and at. And we are contented
with our privilege, and are negligent to
share it!

The grand old preacher, pastor and
writer, Dr. Theodore L. Cuyher, several
years ago expressed this opinion of novel
reading.

“Bxclusive reading of fiction is to
anyone's mind what highly-spiced food
and alcoholic stimulants are to the body.
The increasing rage for novel reading
betokens both a famine in the intellectual
and a serious peril to the mental
and spiritual life.,”” His clear moral vis-
fon led him to say further, “When in-
teresting and profitable books are so
abundant and so cheap, this increasing
rage for novels is to me one of. the sin-
ister signs of the times.”

EPWORTH ERA.

September, 1910—22

Epworth Agents

We are very grateful to our Epworth
Leagues that have accepted our sugges-
tion in the matter of appointing an agent
for the paper in the local socleties. In
our last number we published the first
jnstalment of our list, and the second
will be found below.

Will you interest yourself sufficiently
in this to see if your Society is repre-
sented, and if it is not, kindly ask your

resident why no Agent has been ap-
pointed? Under date of June 1Gth, the
Editor wrote a personal letter to every
President on the matter, and the response
has been very promising, It will not be
wholly satisfactory, however, until every
Young People's Society has its regularly
appointed Agent to act in the interests of
the paper. Full particulars will be sent
each Agent as soon as the name and ad
dress are received. Don't sa) your
League 1s too small, that it doesn't mat
ter, that ther no hurry, or make any
such excuse; but fall in line and help in-
ge the circulation of the paper until
subscription 1ist s what it ought to
a credit to the young people of
Methodism.

OUR SECOND LIST.

Aultsville, Zella Hanes; \nl(mnh Beat-

Baker; Arthur, Mrs. BE. W. Brockle-
Arcola, Jane Reed

rd Ashley; Beamsville,

Berlin, Jennie M. Goudie;
Atkinson; Berlin, K. D.
John Wilford.

C Jpress River, Elsle Thomas; Cheapside,
]

hwaim}

\oup; Conestoga, Geo. McKenzle;
Codrington, T. . Tremear; Castor, lona
Castleman; Calgary ( ), William C.
Dixon.

Deseronto, Miss Vandervoort; Davisville,
Welma Powel
Ebord:

e, R, dward; Bmery, Jennie
Watson; Elton, Jenn

Johnston,

Freeman, Joscph Smith; Fieming Wil
Morton, Flemi ferbert Poole; Fleming,

i ‘Anderson; Fullarton, v
Iurl Saskatchewnn, Floyd M
gal, Mabel Cattanach.

Grimsby, John J. Bowslaugh;
john Melville; Grand Forks, Doug
Ler alt, Jean McCoag; Gagetown,
Kate Palmer; Glen Allan, Lorne Newart;
Goodwood, Harry Bewell

Hamiota, Everet White; Harrietsville,
Delia Willsie; Hepworth, Agnes Atchison;
Hanoves, Hert Kuehner
Keene, Mary Gall
London (Empress), Rena_ MePherson;
ondop (Wellinglon), Rose Merrett; Lon-
n_ (Kensingto; Wade; Lindsay '(Cam-
Thornbury

=

Morrisb: u-g Lilllan Moore; Mt. Brydges,
Mrs, J. Mitehell; Montreal, Que., (Doug-
taey, Nitew H. Farrell Harbor, P.
B.L, Willistor [Hazard; ) . Hat, }
Jno. Benson; BC, Clemina
P. Cox; Mt Donogh; Mt
Forest, Ethel 1

Nestleton, Orwell Nairn
Martha Doughty;
Coombs.

'I|In\\.| South, W. Fryer; Oxford C
nfield

Nanticoke,
anaimo, B James

ntre,
Or-

Olive Otterville, 'G. Hooke
chard, Florence Mark; Olds, Grace Strong

Port R Harold Taylor; Port Col-
borne, C McKay.

Ridgewn Lillian Babion; Russ lduh-
Jlenn L. Facey; Renfrew, ‘\Haﬁ ll l

n
peville, Edna Perisien; Ilwl‘nnl, an, C.

South \ll-hnv(nn, l-:(ln Hlnl-nll, Swan
ver, Mrs. J. 8 ach; Spr le g
5] Sniders C mmn-, Bertha
. Mrs. C. Johnson outhi ampton,
E. Gofham; Shedden, V fford;

Man. v §

uth Cavuga,

Scarboro  Junction,

Norma

Toronto (Buclid), A. Laughton; Terra
Nova, Robt lnmpl-vll Taunton, = Arthur
Baintons Trehe fan., Gertrude Mar-
ker; Tyrréll, Tiilian \v).hun Tyrone, Her-
bert Morris.

Uxbridge, Miss Jamieson.

‘Love never asks how much must I do, but how much can I do.”




