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doing this at about 10 a.m. Having 
the bees In the boxes, set them In the 
cellar or In some shady place where 
outside bees can not get at the bees 
which are confined, leaving them till 
[about 5 p.m.

Now get a virgin queen for each box, 
putting each In a cage having a stop­
per in it filled with queen-candy, so 
that It will take the bees about half a 
day to eat out the candy and liberate 
[her. Take these queens to the boxes 
of bees, picking each up in turn and 
'suddenly setting It down, when all of 
[the bees will fall to the bottom, when 
the funnel-hole is quickly opened, the 
aged queen put down through It, and 

the cage secured by means of a bent 
wire clamped between the slide cover­
ing the hole and the top of the box. 
[Then close the hole, the cage hanging 

bout one inch below the under side of 
[the top to the box, so the bees can 
luster all about it while they are 

[hanging in a cluster, as they soon will 
|be.

After the queens are all in the boxes 
in this way, they are to be set away 
there they can remain undisturbed 
111 near sundown of the next day but 
me, or allowing the queen and bees to 
■emain a little more than two days in 
the box when the bees are" found all 
ontented with their new queen, and 
anging to the top of the box like a 
warm.

I now go to the hives that can spare 
It and take as many frames having a 
imall amount of brood in them as I 
lave boxes of bees, shaking all the 
tees off from each and replacing with 

frame of empty comb. Put one of 
Ihese frames in a hive where you wish 
four new colony to stand, togeher with 

frame of honey, or enough in it to 
lecure the bees from starvation, and 
nother frame of empty comb, placing 
e one having brood in it in the een- 

Ire. Having each hive thus fixed, the 
a from ope of the boxes are to be 

iut In each. To do this, lower the box 
town into the hive near the outside 
tomb, and with a knife pry the wlre- 
lloth frame off enough so the bees can 

in out freely on the combe, when the 
lives are to be closed and the entrance 
«United to suit the slae of the little 
(olonles.

When the full colonies are strong 
Hough to take more bees from them,

get the boxes, now free from bees, fix­
ing them and proceeding as before. As 
the season advances one little colony 
can be formed from each decent col­
ony twice a week, the colony furnishing 
the queen-cells being equal to any of 
them in this regard. If you do not 
have the combs, frames filled with 
comb foundation will have to be used, 
but in this case your progress must 
necesarlly be considerably slower.

When the honey harvest arrives, 
keep plenty of combs on the strongest 
colonies, so that plenty of honey can 
be stored in these for winter, and as 
the season advances use more bees 
each time in making the colonies; and 
when fall arrives, if you do not have 
plenty of combs of sealed honey for 
stores which you can use, take bees 
from several hives, thus forming a 
strong colony at once, and hive them 
on these frames of sealed stores. I 
have so formed colonies in September 
that turned out to be best of any the 
next season.

With plenty of combs at one's com­
mand, ten colonies in the spring can 
easily be Increased to 100 in the fall by 
this plan without feeding, or any out­
lay in cash for queens or feed or any­
thing of the kind, and if the season is 
really a good one some surplus can be 
secured besides. But the success of 
the plan lies very largely in not com­
mencing operations until the colonies 
are strong, nearly enough so as to 
swarm, and then not robbing them of 
bees till they are too weak to work to 
the best advantage, using few bees 
for each little colony in June, and more 
and more as you go along, thus having 
all come up to full colonies In August 
and September.

Half a dozen nucleus-boxes and a 
funnel have become a part of my out­
fit in bee-keeping, and I use them 
much more often than any one would 
think, for with them I can handle bees 
almost as well as could be done with 
potatoesand they will stay where 
put, when this plan Is used, almost as 
well as would the potatoes. With al­
most all the other plans of making 
colonies or nuclei, the great trouble Is, 
thot so many bees return to the parent 
colony that the nuclei or small colon­
ies are so weak as to be of little value, 
even if the return is not so great that 
they are absolutely worthless.—Ameri­
can Bee Journal.


