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other products of Oa^jaaa for shipment to Bcg-
land. Several millions DUBh^ls of oats are thus
being placed in thoae vessels, which cannot be
sent to the tTnited States owing to the repeal of

the Reciprocity Treaty. Will ray hon frieud, the
Finance Minister, tell us, in view of such facta,

that foreign commerce is of no use to a country,

and that we should be content to bo the brokers
or retail dealers for the New York merchants ?

If we cannot build up a trade of our own, we are
not fit to assume the position of a new nation-
ality. (Cheers.) To say that the merchants of

Canada are not to go to China, India, Cuba or

South America, and import thence coffee, tea,

sugar, and other products of these lands direct,

but that they must purchase them second-hand
in the Uuited States from our rivala, the New
York merchants, is a doctrine we should never
have beard in this place.

Hon Mr HOLTON—It is the doctrine of the
Government.

Hon Mr ROSE continued : I apologise for this
divergence from the strict line of argument in

answer to the statement of the Finance Minister,

that his changes are a gradual approximation to

the tariffs of the Lower Provinces. Now, with
regard to the article of tea, from the duty on
which are obtained nearly a twelfth part of our
customs revenue. It is proposed to add three

cents per lb to the present duty, which will

make the average duty twelve and a half cents
per lb. The tariff in New Brunswick on this ar-

ticle is, on ordinary black tea four cents per lb,

and eight cents for green tea.

Hon Mr BROWN-That is to caualize the
tariffs between the different countries. (Laugh-
ter.)

Hon Mr ROSE—In Nova Scotia the duty on
black tea is six cents per lb ; in Prince Edward's
Island it is fourpence per lb. Island currency,
equal to 5J cents, while ours is twelve and a baif,

as I said before. Is this a gradual aaaimilation
to the tariff of the Lower Provinces? This is !

not a small and unimportant article that we are '

dealing with, but one that enters into the con-
sumption of every man, woman and child in the
country.

Hon Mr GALT—How can you raise any objec-
tion to this commodity when it is all imported.
There is no tea produced in this country to come
into competition with any of the intei?8ts you
seem desirous of protecting, and th.» present
change la merely a queation of revenue.
Hon Mr ROSE—According to the doctrine of

my bon friend, that it ia of no importance whe-
ther our trade comes by the gt Lawrence or New
York, it would be a matter of perfect indiffer-

ence. But if, on the contrary, it be a mntter of
importsnce that oar importations should come
by the 8t Lawrence, would he in face of ths
present changes if engaged in mercantila

transactiona. be disposed to oraer a cargo of tea
from the place of growth, knowing that in six or
eight months there must probably be further and
even greater changes in our tariff, perhaps
reducing duties on such articles to the New
Brunswick and Nova Scotia standard ? Seeing
that it takes upwards of six months to bring a
cargo of tea from China, our Canadian merchants
will be deterred from such entt-rprisoa by the
prospect of such furllier changes within a uhort
period.

Hon. Mr. GALT-The article could go into
bond.

Hon. Mr. ROSE—Yes, but the importer may be
compelled to take it out of bond before you again
lower the duty. We had a practical illustration

of the loss to the importer about the time the last

tariff changes were made. A cargo of coffee

from Rio Janeiro was on its way to Montreal
;

but the vessel happened to be detained a few
days a short distance below Quebec ; before her
arrival at which place, the changes had t»ken
effect, which caused a losa to the importers of, as

T have been informed, nearly $30,000 in addi-

tional duties.

Hon Mr. GALT— It must have been a long
time ago.

Hon. Mr. HOLTON-It was in 18G2.

Hon. Mr. GALT—The tendency of the tariff

has been downwards since 1850 as regards coffee.

j

Hon. Mr. DORION here read from the journals

an extract of the tariff of X'^.iVi shewing there

I

had been an increase in the duty on coffee, mak-
ing three cents in addition to the ad valorem
duty.

Hon. Mr. GALT— I must sav it is an old worn
out cry that the merchant pays the duty. It is the

consumer who pays it, and it ia perfectly absurd
for any one to 3B,y that the merchant who im ports
a cargo of tea suffers any loss from any change
in the duties.

Hon. Mr. ROSE— I am perfectly aware that

as a genera) rule the consumer pays the duty
;

but the hon. gentleman knows that on changes of
duty the price which the merchant can get rarely

increases in proportion to the duty, simply be-

cause the market may have been, or may after-

wards be fully supplied. My hon. friend has
made light of my proposition thai the direct,

foreign trade of a country is of some value, and
he asked what difference can it make to the con-

sumer whether we import by way of New York
or .Montreal. Sir, I contend that the commercial
interests of the country are as much entitled to
its consideration and guardianship as the other

interests. (Hear, hear.) Now, what is the posi-

tion of our merchants as regards the importation

of teas in the United States ? They do not nffpct

to undervalue foreign direct trHde, bur show their

appreciation of it by giving ten per cent bounty
on direct importations from China Thus a mer-


