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1. It is very closr bolli from tho Old and Now Tontamants,

that children aro included in the covenant of grace, and tlio prom-

ise of a salvalion through which fdl nations of tho earth should bo

biassed; and they con8C(|Utiiitly sharo in the blessings, of the great

aalvatiun of tho gospel.

2. Tbo Iloly Scripturos, and especially tho words of tho Saviour,

explicitly confirra this assuranco. «' Ivven so,'' saith the Saviour

« it is not tho will of your Heavenly Father, that one of those

V little ones should perish." (Matt, xviii. 14). This is direct testi-

mony, that salvation, is (iod'» will concerning them. Again,

*' Take heed that ye despise not one .of theso littlo ones, for I say

unto you, that in heaven their angels do always bohold, the face

^ of my Father which is in honven," (Matt xviii. 10). In this it

is at ^ast asserted, that they are tipcciai objects of Divine favor

and guardian caro. When liUle children woro hrouglU \xt him,

that he should bloss them, he typk them up! in his annis put hiijiands

, upon them, and blessed them ;" declaring that "of such is tho king-

dom of heaven;'' words that;*iiy sophibtry can so pervert, as to

deny tliem, to bo an acknowledgment to children, of an accepted

relation to himself, as^moinbers of his spiritual family. EfcehoW

could he saVi tb'»t hu Ihat receivbth a child In his name, recoiveth

himself? The aposlle Paul distinctly declares, that •'jisbytho

offence of . one,'judgment camo upon all men unto condemnation;

even so, by tho righteousness of o:io, tho free gift came upon all

men unto justification of lite, (Rom. v. 18). " This frco gift is

b^towed upon all men, in order to justification of life ; it follows

then thrit in tho case of infanlF, this gift may be connected with the

end for which it is given, a^ well as in tho case of adults ; or it

would be given in vain, and in fact be in no sense whatever, a gift

or benefit, as standing opposed in its results, to condemnation or

>de(ith.''—(K8V.R. Watson).

3. This view of infant childhood lucidly set forth in !ho word of

God, is corroborated by reason; and harmonizes with oiMdeepcst
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