
12

Toronto, Ottawa and IJamilton are the ouly cities

which have adopted the system, and 1 understand the

ISoard has well and efticiently served the interests of the

jieople in all three cities.

I would also refer you to the Local Municipal Tele-

phone Act, passed in 1908, providinij; for the construc-

tion and operation of telephone systems by nuinicipal

(nrporations and the extension of them into other muni-

1 ijialities.

Here asrain we hrin;; in the Ontario Railway and
Municipal I'.oard and provide that it shall give the

necessary advice and help to the municipality in (he

construction of the line and the ciuiduct of its business,

and a Provincial expert on telephones is at all times

available for the purpose of ronderinji assistance.

Hut the most important Act under this head is the

I'nbiii- Utilities Act of lust s' vsion, passed at the urgent

request of a number of municif .;lities. Its chief object

is to provide for the election by the peo])le at lari:e of

one ("omniission to manaiie and control all the pulilic

utilities of tin' corporation, thus ctTectintr concentratioti,

centralization, and makinff f<u' efru'iency of service.

Heretofore there has lieen a separate Com mission for

e.'ich |)ublic service. V.'hile the Mayor is r.r nffido a

member of the fomrni.-isifui. the rouncil has no jiirisdic-

ti(m over the acts of the Commission, the only function

of the Touncil beitur to supply the Tuoney necessary for

the cMrryinfr on of the servi(>es. This is not frovernment
by Commission as so undei'stood, and T say nothin*; to-

day on municipal jroverntnent bv Tomnn'ssion except

that as yet there Inis been no call for any such legisla-

tion. 1 believe one municipality did attempt to make
such provision for its(>ir by way of a private bill, but it

was withdrawn before reaching the committe<> stape.

Tn addition (o the above general .\cfs. every session

there ;i!-e upw: of (ilie hundred noplicatinie.; in V;\r-

li'imen* for sj I lecrislation by way of Private Hills

nfrectin<r onlv ;i particular municipality. It may l>e for

nuthoritv to borrow monev without the assent of the


